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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrz, M.D. :— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 cwt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B,—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 

GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
perfecting every article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked “* RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
HeBBuRN Quay. Offices: Broap CHARE, NEw- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 
Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 





| Kes 
| CLASSES X. \s 4 AND XXXI. 
Ne 





Ciass X.— For ingenuity, completeness, and effi- 
ciency of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
Sor excellence of material and workmanship.” 

Ciass XXXI.—* For superiority of construction and 
workmanship.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lowpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boul 1de M ita, PARIS. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has proved enat, by carburetting 
common ink its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and its pt greatly | Wax 
candles and oi] lamps in consequence are being rapidly 
superseded, and gas is now used in many private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not tolerated. 

Information as to the —. fluids, &c., may be 
had of Gro. GLover. and Co., or CARLESS, BLAGDEN, 
and Co., HACKNEY WICK ,N.E. 














Sy re 
COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIzz MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘‘Gas 
ReTorrs and OTHER OBJECTS in FrreeCLay,” and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Firk-Bricks, &c., for ExcELLENcE of 
Quatity.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extencivg Manufacturer of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Si1pk, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


ee 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 








Jj out RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 
STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 

30. 


EsTABLISHED 
All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 





lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. | 


Wiiian COCHRAN CARR begs 


| has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premisesfor the 








BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE i 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-I'YNR. 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 


Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY Rerorrs, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & Cv., 
63, OLD Broap Street, City, Lonpon. 


HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet; illuminating 
power 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


YRSHIRE CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are used in Glasgow, Greenock, 
Paisley, and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of 
Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 10,650 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 24 standard candles; coke per ton 1216 lbs. 

Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. 

For prices and other information, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH. 








OCHORE CANNEL COAL.—This| 
Coal yields 11,860 cubic feet of gas and 1084 lbs. 
of Coke per ton. The illuminating power of the gas 
is 31} standard candles. Shipping ports, Burntisland jt 
and Leath. 
For analysis and prices apply to Mr. Ropert Mar- 
SHALL, Lochore Colliery Office, 38, Commercial Street, { 
LeIrH. | 








CARDIFF GASLIGHT & COKE COMPANY. 
TO BRICKLAYERS & CONTRACTORS. 


HE Directors of this Company are 
prepared to receive TENDERS for the excavating, | 
building, puddling, and masons work required in the | 





construction of a Brick GASHOLDER-TANK, at their | 
Grange Station. The internal diameter of the Tank | 
will be 112 ft., and the depth 29 ft, 6 in. | 
Plans, specification, and forms of tender may be seen 
upon application at the Company’s Offices, Cardiff. 
Sealed tenders, addressed to the Chairman of the ' 
Directors, and endorsed “ Tender for ‘Tank,” to be for- 
warded to the undersigned on or before the 10th day of 
March next. i} 
The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. Henry Bowen, Engineer. 
Cardiff, Feb. 14, 1868. 





MEDAL AWARDED, EXHIBITION, 1862, “FOR GOOD WORK.” 


IMPERIAL TUBE COMPANY, BIRMINGHAM, 


THE 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, BRASS & COPPER TUBES, 
GALVANIZED & GLASS ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 


LAP-WELDED IRON & BRASS BOILER-TUBES, ETC., ETC. 


G@@ Sole Makers of ‘*HUGHES’S PATENT TAPS,” Strongly recommended for all High-pressure 
purposes.—-Price List and Testimonials forwarded on application. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 

















THE GAS-METER COMPANY, KINGSLAND ROAD, LO 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN and OLDHAM 





MANUFACTURERS: 


THE UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER. 


(SANDERS & DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 


use.” 
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Now ready, price 2ls., bound in cloth, 
lettered, 
THE SIXTEENTH VOLUME 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 
A Few Copies of Vols. II. to XV. are still on Sale. 





London: Witi1am B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Fleer 
Srreezt, E.C. 





Just Published, price 6d.each, by post 7d. ; 4s. per doz.» 
per post 4s. 6d.; or 25s. per 100, 


PUBLIC LAMP ARBITRATION 


AT GRAVESEND. 
A REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
In the above important case. 
London: Witu1am B. Kixe, 11, Bolt Court, Fier 
Srreer, E.C. 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Just published, price 4s,, by post 4s. 6d., 324 pages, 
cloth, lettered, 

A FULL & COMPLETE REPORT 
of the Proceedings (including the Speeches, Discus- 
sions, and Evidence) before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons—Session 1867—on the 
METROPOLIS GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL, 
With the Discussion upon the Second Reading 
of the Bill and the Report presented by the Committee 
to the House. 

Also the Proceedings before the same Committee 
upon the Bills of the 


IMPERIAL & CHARTERED COMPANIES. 


A Few Copies of the 
PROCEEDINGS ON THE ARBITRATION 
tween 


e 
GREAT CENTRAL GAS COMPANY 


an 
A. A. CROLL, ESQ., 
Are still for sale. 
Price 5s., by post 5s. 6d., cloth, lettered. 











London: W1LLIAM B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLerr 
Street, E.C. 


METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY. 


Just published, price 3s. 6d., by post 4s., cloth, 
lettered, 





REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 
Before the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
—Session 1867—appointed on the 
EAST LONDON WATER BILLS, 
Who were instructed to inquire into the operation and 
results of the 
METROPOLIS WATER ACT, 1852, 
With an Analysis of the Report presented by the Com- 
mittee to the House. 


London: Wituram B, Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Freer 
Srreet, E.C. 





Price 1s., by post 1s. 1d., 
ON THE 
SUPPLY OF WATER TO THE METROPOLIS. 
A Lecture Delivered at the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain, 
| By Dr. FRANKLAND, F.R.S, 





Price 1s, 6d., by post 1s. 7d., 
DEFECTS IN THE APPARATUS GENERALLY 
USED FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 


BISULPHIDE OF CARBON 
COAL GAS, 


And Description of a New Apparatus for its Estimation. 
By ALFRED G. ANDERSON, Esa., 


Professor of Chemistry and Practical Chemistry in 
Queen’s College, Birmingham. 


Price 1s. each, by post ls. 1d., 
Proceedings in the present Session of Parliament on the 


CAMBRIDGE {GAS BILL, 
GREAT GRIMSBY & RICHMOND GAS BILLS. 
Price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 


SOUTHPORT, SHEFFIELD, PAIGNTON, 
LEEDS, & REDHILL WATER BILLS. 











Price 8d. each, or 6s. per doz., 
Proceedings at Audit of Accounts of 


SLOUGH LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 


Lonpon: Witu1aM B, Krxa, 11, Bolt Court, 
Street, E.C. mania 


ee 








ELEVENTH THOUSAND. 
AGRICULTURAL VALUE 
OF 


REFUSE GAS LIME. 
By PROFESSOR VOELCKER, 
Professor of Chemistry to the Royal Agricultural 
-4 Society of England, 
Price 10s. per 100, or by post, 10s. 6d. 
London: Witt1am B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLEET 
Street, EC, 
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REDUCED PRICES OF 


BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 128. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. J : 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 


hefore leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order, Also, Screw Water-Valves 


with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & C0O., 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


F. & C. OSLER, 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 
NUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
Tt LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. ” 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


Made from “‘R&GISTERED’’? DesiGNs), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
r DRAWING-KOOMS and BALL-RooMS, The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
genera! adoption, are offered at re a moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
HBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND Batt Rooms LiguTgep BY EsTIMATB 


ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &e. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
apy required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 


Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


MATHER AND PLATT, 
SALFORD IRON-WORKS, MANCHESTER, 


Beg to call attention to their Revised List of Prices of VALVES, TAPS, &c. They also request the notice of 
Water Companies and Hydraulic Engineers to their IMPROVED SLUICE-VALVES for Water. The Slides have 


Gun-Metal Facings, are of wedge form, and when screwed down are tight on both sides, 
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CAST-IRON SLUICE-VALVES, 


CAST-IRON STEAM-VALVES. 
With Gun-Metal Facings. 


With Gun-Metal Valves & Seatings. 


GUN-METAL TAPS, 





Bore. Price. Bore. Price. Bore. Price. 
SU sg sO 70 4 «0 Zinches .. « £1 2 6 Zinches ... . £110 0 
” rinse FOG e a : * 117 6 De cv so OSS 
Pe <3 2 'ss ee Ft ie 215 0 ee of ss Saee 
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Prices and particulars of all other forms and sizes can be had on application. 


PAYTON’S CYCLOIDAL METER 
FOR MEASURING LIQUIDS. 


Secured by Royal Letters Patent. 
MANUFACTURED BY 


THE LIQUID METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED). 
A. A. CROLL, GEORGE RAIT, 
Chairman, Managing Director. 


238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 











The Liquid Meter Company respectfully solicit the attention 
of Water Companies, Builders, and others to the above efficient 
high-pressure Meter. 

From extensive experiments which have been made with these 
Meters to test the accuracy of their measurement, they are 
found to be invariable in their indications under all conditions 
of velocity and pressure, and they are capable of discharging, 
without reduction of head, a larger quantity of liquid in pro- 
portion to their size than any other description of Meter. 

a For further particulars, address— 




















GEORGE RAIT, 238, Kingsland Road, London, N.E. 
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Gam PARIS EXHIBITION, 4 


1867. 





HONOURABLE MENTION. 





NEWTON AND BRADDOCK, 
GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


Manufacturers of 
STATION METERS for GAS-WORKS, CONSUMERS METERS, GOVERNORS, 
GAUGES, PRESSURE AND EXHAUSTER REGISTERS, 


EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, &c. 


N.B.—The flanges of the plates for the Square Station-Meters are planed so as to ensure perfect 
joints—guaranteed not to leak. 











! 
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WARNER’S 


NEW PATENT 


QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE or GAS VALVE. 


It will be seen, by reference to the drawing, that by this simple method a clear 


the way; thus all the advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are obtained at much 
less cost, and the liability to set fast and get out of order entirely obviated. They 
are adapted for all purposes for hot or cold water, and equally suited for high or low 
pressure; and in case of need of repair, a new valve-seat can be applied without re- 
moving the body or case of the valve. 

Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic Machinery, High or Low 
pressure Cocks, Water Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general Plumbers’ 
Brass work, can be obtained upon application to 


JOHN WARNER & SONS, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, 
(Brass and Bell Founders to Her Majesty,) 
HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS. 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 











Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— 


“* The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent, on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price 1s. each for Fish-tail Burners. 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ironmongers, and wholesale of 


| JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET, 








LONDON, W. 
Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


, *,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland apd Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
| will be shortly published. 





| JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ann 
2, KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 








| Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 





CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 


ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 
For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N, 


SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 

CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &c, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. 


Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


8. C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &c. &c. 























PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 
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water-way is obtained, the disc being drawn by the screw or worm entirely out of | 


Now ready, roan tuck, gilt edges, price 6s. 
postage 4d.) 


( , 
WEALE’S ENGINEER’S, ARCHITECT'S, 


N 
CONTRACTOR'S POCKET-BOOK for 1868. 
Considerably improved, with many additions, and Eight 
Copper Plates. 

| Besides the usual vast mass of Rules, Formule, 
| Tables, &c., will be found 
| A DIARY OF EVENTS AND DATA; A GENERAL CALENDAR; 
A GAS ENGINEER’S CALENDAR; 
| GAS-WORKS ; 
Constituents and Qualities of Gas, Tests, 
Retorts, &¢.; 
MEMORANDA ON ELECTRIC TELEGRAPHY; 
List or MEMBERS OF 
THE INSTITUTES OF CIVIL ENGINEERS 
AND BRITISH ARCHITECTS; 
Tables for the Reciprocal Conversion of British and 
Metric Weights and Measures, &c. 
**Always correct when consulted.”"—Znglish Me- 
chanic. 
** Its interest does not end with the year.”—Builder. 
“Of great use to scientific men.”—Army and Navy 
Gazette. 
» Locxwoop & Co., 7,Srationers’ Haut Court, E.C. 








RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 

Just Published, Fcap. 8vo., pp.71, sewed, price 6d., 
ADVAN TAGES of GAS in PRIVATE 
HOUSES. 

A Hanpy Book ror Gas CoNsuMERS: 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO, 

AND WHAT NOT TO DO, 
By J. O. N. RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A new and revised edition, and the 196th thousand, 
. LonpDon: 
| Virtuz Brotruers anv Co.,, 26, Ivy LAN&, PaTER- 
| Noster Row, and all Booksellers, 1866. 


For distribution by gas companies, the price is) 
£12 12s. per 1000 copies, and £1 10s. per 100. 








Crown 16mo, pp. 20, | 


AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 
Irs Uses, CONVENIENCES, AND Economy. 

A revised and enlarged edition, and the 55th thousand, 
Price—1000 copies, £3 10s.; 50@ copies, £1 17s. 6d..| 
any smaller number at 8s. 6d. per 100. 
When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale | 
of prices, and other information relating to the busi- 
ness of the Company, will be printed on the covers! 
without extra charge. 
All orders and inquiries for the last-mentioned 
edition to be addressed to the AUTHOR, Black Rock, 

SRIGHTON. 





FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND STEAM COALS. 


Wiliam FRASER, Inverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 

References can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

WILLIAM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s. 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
List, at 8s. 6d. per ton, 

TO GAS ENGINEERS & FITTERS. 
VERY description of Gas Lanterns 
and Reflector Lamps for Shop Windows kept in 
stock. W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, 
Lonpon, W. ee 
XIDE OF IROYX, 
We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (80 OCHRE), 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


A UCHINHEATH, Lesmahago, Gas 
COAL, known in the market for the last fifty 
years as a first-class gas coal, 


JAMES FERGUSON and C0., 


Sole Lessees of the Auchinheath Coal-Field, are pre- 
pared to ship the above at Glasgow, Greenock, and 
Ardrossan, on the west coast of Scotland; and at 
Granton or Leith, in the Firth of Forth, on the east 
coast. Also to forward them to any railway-station in 
Scotland or England. 

Price and other particulars may be learned. by 
addressing 

JAMES FERGUSON and CO., 
Gas Coat Works, 
LESMAHAGO. 


AST-IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 

with Syphons and all requisite Connexions, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging and 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materialssupplied; withevery 
description of goods in use by Gas-Works, in stock,on 
wholesale prices, at 

Mr. LYNCH WHITE’S, 














Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground Street, 
LONDON. 









































104 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. [Feb. 18, 1868. 





THE 


1867. 








SILVER MEDAL. Sila ater 


THOMAS GLOVER, 


DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON, 


HAS BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 
WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
“Established 1816. 
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PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary,in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 


“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per eent. slow 


the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of Sees it. _ 
tact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sulficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JouRNAL oF Gas LIGHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Livepool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dublin , Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southempton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 











MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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Motes upon Passing Lvuents. 


Tux decision on Mr. Lawson’s Tunbridge Wells plan has not 
yet reached us; but we have no doubt that Mr. Arnold Taylor 
will sanction it. He must; no other distinct plan was 
offered to his notice, and he is not ina position to object to 
anything or suggest anything different from what is presented 
to him. The whole system by which towns requiring im- 
provements obtain the sanction of the Health Department of 
the Home Office is comical in the extreme. It reminds us of 





the original Railway Department of the Board of Trade, when 
old officers born and educated in the pre-railway age, whose 
only claim to the post was 





their rank as military engineers, 
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were set to inspect and report on the works of the greatest 
civil engineers of the day. Poor old fellows! they sat up at 
night to master the pages of elementary books on the steam- 
engine, and by day very bravely mounted on locomotives 
and rushed away wherever the driver and engineer chose to 
take them, with about as much capacity for making a useful 
report as a deaf man to write a criticism on an opera. Mr. 
Taylor is a gentleman of whom no one wishes to say any-| | 
thing unpleasant. His chief qualification for deciding on 
engineering plans is his happy relationship to Mr. Tom 
Taylor, secretary to the Health Department, a clever writer of 
dramas and facetious verses. Mr. Tom Taylor was the only 
man of any ability recruited by Mr. Edwin Chadwick to write 
up the ignorant centralization of the old Board of Health. 
As we have very few places in this country for literary men 
—men who do not succeed at the bar or in the church— 
every reader of Punch was delighted to find the encyclopedic 
Tom anchored in a snug berth at Whitehall. Good men 
always provide for their relations, so Mr. Tom Taylor natu- 
rally used his legitimate influence to provide for his brother, 
and did it comfortably by making him an official in his own 
department. No one seems to know where Mr. Taylor got 
his professional education—probably in Whitehall, studying 
the reports of Mr. Chadwick and the plans of engineers on 
which he was to report. If, by some hocus-pocus, a young 
attorney was pitchforked from Chancery Lane to the judgment 
seat, there to review and decide on the arguments of Sir 
Roundell Palmer and Mr. Coleridge, people would think it 
rather odd. But Mr. Taylor might have and has had, for 
anything we know to the contrary, to report on plans prepared 
by Mr. Hawksley, Mr. Beardmore, and Mr. Bazalgette. In 
the Institution of Civil Engineers the country possesses an 
army of professional men unrivalled by any of the Govern- 
ment institutions of Europe; but when there is an engineer 
judge to be selected to decide on matters so important as the 
sewerage and water supply of towns, it seems that regular 
professional training and experience are not qualifications, 
and that it is essential that the chosen one should have 
been trained in a certain public office which failed miserably 
in every work it planned, or else must be related to some one 
in that office— 
For jobbery is the badge of all the tribe. 





We suppose the end will be that the unfortunate inha- 
bitants of Tunbridge Wells, squeezed between the unrelent- 
ing Goldsmid and the “ hard and fast” theories of ‘Mr. 
** Rawlinson’s late assistant”— recommended in answer 
to an application for the services of ‘‘ the most eminent 
** engineer of the day ”—will be compelled to sink a hundred 
thousand pounds in a most unsatisfactory manner. But, if 
there is any opening for escape before they are finally committed 
to a vast expense—which may, after all, turn out both insuf- 
ficient and unprofitable—let them turn their attention seriously 
to deodorization. Let them obtain a definite plan from com- 
petent persons. Deodorizing will involve a comparatively small 
expense, although it will not afford a large per centage of profits 
to the engineer employed, but it will most probably be effectual, 
and if it fails the outlay lost will be insignificant. It has also a 
great advantage : it can be applied and worked before the hot 
months set in. The other plan, under the most favourable 
circumstances, will take two years before it can come into 
useful operation. Dr. Voelcker and Mr. Bazalgette, as engi- 
neer and as agricultural chemist, have both paid great attention 
to this deodorizing question. Mr. Haywood, of the City of 
London, has also studied it with Dr. Letheby. The fees re- 
quired to obtain the opinions of an eminent chemist and an 
eminent engineer on the possibility of dispensing with irriga- 
tion over building and occupation ground will be heavy, but 
money well laid out. 

Mr. Bidder has been delivering himself, at the meeting of 





the International Telegraph Company, of one of those scolding 
harangues which have been so often let off and not re- 
| ported at meetings in the Great George Street institution. 
| His subject was the presumed intention of the Government to 
| purchase and manage the telegraphs of the United Kingdom. 
| Nothing could be more injudicious than this line. The inte-/ 
| rest of the telegraph companies is to be purchased at a good 
| price ; the duty of the directors will be not only to secure the 

price of a compulsory sale, but to see that their officers are 
| either fairly compensated or provided for. The abusive fish-fag 
| style will do no good, least of all at the present time. It is 
‘ true that the expenditure on the army and navy presents ex- 
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amples of the most money nil the least results. But it does 
not do, after recent railway disclosures, for railway directors like 
Mr. Bidder to be throwing stones at the windows of Somerset 
House and Whitehall, although outsiders may and must. The 
question of the mismanagement of the navy yards and the 
fatal forms of the War Office have nothing to do with this 
telegraph question. The case is simple, and we may be par- 
doned for restating it. Cheap, as nearly as practicable uni- 
versal, telegraphic communication is one of the wants of 
the people of this kingdom. Labour is dearer in England 
than on the Continent; land is dearer, and compensation 
higher. To add to our expenses we have eight or nine boards 
with secretaries and sets of unproductive officers to do an 
essentially simple work, not complicated like railways, but 
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really more simple than the work of the Post-Office. These 


jjcompanies all very properly try to earn dividends, and there- 


fore neglect the thinly peopled districts, and compete with 
‘each other for the best paying populations. Thus the public 
The Government has—it cannot be too often repeated 


|, —-in the country post-offices all the machinery for working the 


country telegraph stations. The art of transmitting messages 
by telegraph has been reduced to such simplicity that it can be 
performed by most men and women, and many children, after a 
short training. The immediate effect of the purchase of the 
existing telegraphs would be an extension of the system to 
some thousand places which are now beyond the reach 
of the wires. It would render telegraphs available on impor- 
tant occasions at all hours of the day and night; while the 
saving gbtained by amalgamation, and a complete mono- 
poly of the work of the great towns, would render a reduction 
of charges easy and even profitable. Of course directors will 
lose patronage, and some other incidental advantages which 
‘cannot be the subject of compensation. That is the grievance 





‘that is probably occurring to Mr. Bidder’s acute mind. We 


hope, when the time comes, he will keep the claims of the 
officers of the company he represents at least as prominently 
before the Government as the personal losses of himself and 
his co-directors. Mr. Grimston is so well connected that he 
will no doubt be retained, without having to go through a 
competitive examination. 

The suggestion that Mr. Wheatstone was to be knighted 
has brought out Mr. Cook with his claims. Mr. Cook’s 
share in introducing telegraphic communication has already 
been settled by competent authorities. On arbitration, they 
decided that he was to Mr. Wheatstone what Boulton 
was to Watt, and perhaps a little more. But, if knighthood 
were an honour which raised the social position of a man of 
high scientific reputation, Mr. Wheatstone would be selected 
in this instance, for he does not depend merely on his contri- 
butions to the science of telegraphy. As matters stand, the 
knighthood would be most useful to Mr. Cook. Some news- 
papers—from which, like the Spectator, we should have expected 
better things—have been regretting that our Government has 
no honorary reward for “brains.” If there were some fund 
from which “ brains,” devoted to important and non-paying 
pursuits, could be placed in independence, without competing 
with the respectable persons who have taught writing to 
royalty, or the poets-laureate of Irish festivals, it would be 
for the honour of the nation. But, considering how 
ribands, crosses, and titles are bestowed on the Continent 








yand in England, we think the country can dispense with any 


addition to our limited list of barren honours. In Germany, 
the orders of the Eagle and the Falcon often go to tenor 
singers. The great Humboldt was a baron in common with 
Jew bankers, and, as chamberlain, had the honour of looking 
after the pap of a royal highness. At home we have Mr. 
Cole and Mr, Chadwick C.B.’s, and Sir Wentworth Dilke a 
baronet the latter title earned by sedulous attention to 
the royal children; while the great authors of our railway 
system passed through life unnoticed. It seems to be for- 
gotten that on the Continent it is the theory that every able 
man should belong to the Government, so a riband is given 
to him if he will accept service, just as recruiting sergeants 
give them to the yokels they catch. It is true that in 
France painters and poets, if of the right politics, get the 
cross, but the same distinction is conferred on prosperous 
shopkeepers in provincial towns when they display “ devotion,” 
and even on turnkeys after long service. We do not know 
whether Captain Codd, of the Clerkenwell prison, will apply 
to be made C.B., after the precedent of Sir Richard Mayne. 
Philanthropy, which used to devote itself to teaching poor 
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peasants hae to whe soup of nettles and ane without meat, 
has made an advance since the time of Hannah More, and | 
has now taken up the delightful task of teaching poor men to | 

live cheaply by giving horseflesh dinners at a guinea and a 
half a head. A French cook ‘has been employed, and all his| 
arts devoted to disguising horseflesh in sauces. The cook | 
was an artist; of course, his sauces were superlative, and the | 
wines excellent, so the guinea and a half guests separated | | 
highly satisfied, but that any step was made toward producing | 
meat at threepence a pound there is not the least reason to! 
believe. Our labouring people have no taste for what they | 
call “messes.” They do not care much for soup, yet that is | 

the very best use that can be made of horse beef. So the | 
final result of Mr. Bicknell’s praiseworthy labour in England | 
will most probably be to create an open trade in horse tongues, | 

to introduce a cheap stock for soups, and perhaps add a little | 
to the sausage trade. 

At length we have an official report of the grand debate | 
of the Metropolitan Board on the 7th of January, when the! 
conduct of the gentleman who represents, or once represented, | 
the piety and patriotism of Lambeth was discussed by his, 
enemies, his friends, and one or two neutrals. After wading 
through a dozen columns of parochial oratory and a series of 
amendments on a couple of resolutions, the Board seem to. 
have come to the conclusion of the cautious courtier who, in| 
reply to a direct question, answered—‘ Some say the king’s | 
‘dead, some say he is not; for my part I believe neither.” | 
Mr. Hows was candid, and expressed the feelings of many 
silent members. His experience as a pawnbroker, before he’ 
retired on the dignity of public office, has given him some ex- 
perience of the cost of law. He said he had “a large family,” 
and did not care to run the risk of an action for ‘ibel. T 
“dare do anything,” says the captain in “Tom Jones.” 
“You dare not call me a rogue,” replied the attorney. ‘‘ No,” 
rejoined the captain; ‘‘ but I dare think you one,” and there 
the company laughed. For our own parts we think the Board 
have done quite enough to enable the public to draw its own | 
conclusions, and may safely leave the verdict to the constituents | 
of the two subjects of these purity debates. It would be quite 
absurd to found a charge against the Metropolitan Board on the 
strength of accusations against two of its members, which there 
has been no attempt to bury, and which the Board have no power | 
to prove. Old institutions, lay or clerical, municipal or political, 
would have endeavoured to burke a scandal; they would have | 
whitewashed their peccant members, right or wrong. The 
Metropolitan Board cannot afford to be suspected. And now, 
as to the facts, or rather statements, of this business, to be! 
gathered from a dozen columns of small type and very discur- 
sive harangues. Mr. Frederick Doulton, when one of the con- | 
tracts for the Thames Embankment was about to be sent in, | 
had two friends, Mr. Furness, the contractor, and Mr. Clench. ' 
Mr. Clench was, two or three years ago, a great man as a’ 
promoter of banks, discount, and other companies, by which | 
he was supposed to have suddenly acquired a large fortune. | 
On the strength of this fortune he opened offices as a financial 
agent, whatever that may mean. Those in the habit of 
passing the Royal Exchange will remember a magnificent set 
of rooms, on the windows of which the names of Clench, | 
Smith, & Co. appeared, guarded bya porter in gorgeous livery, | 
bearing on his arm a silver (‘‘electro’’) badge about the size, 
of a soup dish. There are, however, also people who re-| 
member Mr. Clench at an earlier date, when, very far from} 
fortunate, connected with some struggling insurance com-| 
panies. One of these was irregularly connected with the late | 
Bank of London. At that time Mr. Clench was also closely 
allied with Mr. B. Scott, the present chamberlain of the City! 
of London ; with divers Common Councilmen; and an alder-| 
man and Knight of the Legion of Honour, who afterwards | 
came to grief. Mr. Clench, like most other promoters, | 
financial agents, and financial companies of the last mania, | 
fell with the tide from his position of promoter of com-| 
panies, patron of directors, and capitalist, and is now, we are | 
informed, settled in Brussels, in some post connected with Mr. | 
Doulton’s company for improving that city. These words of| 
introduction are not without important bearing on the rest of | 
the story. Mr. Doulton took a very active part in supporting 
Mr. Furness’s tender against one at a lower figure, and suc- 
ceeded. ‘fo add to his obligations, he proposed to find Mr. 
Furness sureties for less than half what he had previously paid 
for the same accommodation ; accordingly, he bargained with 
Messrs. Clench and Cleland, who, for the sum of £9000, be- 
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Less sureties with the Board for the due execution of Mr. 
'Furness’s contract. Mr. Furness declares that the honorarium 
| was paid in three equal sums to Mr. Doulton, Mr. Clench, and 
‘Mr. Cleland, and that he believes Mr. Doulton received £1000 
‘in cash and the balance in an acceptance, while Messrs. Clench 
land Cleland received acceptances only. On examination of Mr. 
| Furness’s books, the first item the committee found was “ F. D., 
|£700,” and then three days before the sureties were accepted 
lthere was £300 to the same initials. Mr. Doulton admits all 
‘except benefiting by any portion of the £9000. Messrs. 


'Clench and Cleland write that he only received the money for 


of the bills. of 
the debate, suggested that, in the first instance, ‘‘ F. D. 
'meant to take his share, but afterwards thought better of it, 


land returned his third to the actual sureties. We have, 


Mr. Doulton, who did not, however, produce his banker’s 
‘book or his ledger; neither did his two friends, the sureties, 
produce their books. The question is entirely one of faith— 
some people have a great deal, some very little. We most of 
us believe the best of our friends and the worst of our enemies. 
The case of Mr. Roche was rather slurred over, but it is an 
example of the licence some attorneys claim, and of what rate- 
payers must expect if they consent to be represented by 
them. Mr. Roche admits having received a special fee 
or special engagement from the Lundy Granite Company 
to obtain from the successful contractors (whoever they might 
be) for the Thames Embankment a contract for Lundy granite, 
and he excuses himself on the ground that ‘‘ he acted merely 
'‘* in a professional capacity.” This is strange law and stranger 
logic. 
|prietor of the Lundy Granite Quarry he could not legally 
have entered into such a contract while a member of the 
| Metropolitan Board. It was not legal for him to sell and 
|make a profit by his property; but as an attorney he claims 
'to sell and make a profit by his services. 

Strange that such difference should be 

} ’Twixt tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee. 

Mr. Roche is the gentleman who, so virtuously indignant, 
denounced to his constituents the conduct of a committee 
of the Metropolitan Board which discussed and concluded, 
with closed doors, a bargain with the London and Westminster 
Bank. Parish patriots, who are generally parish jobbers, 
delight in claptrap. There is no claptrap more absurd than 
confounding legislative and administrative work. Legislation 
must be carried on in public; but to require that adminis- 
tration shall be carried on with open doors—that is, business 
in public—is absurd. For business, boards must be trusted, 
and if dishonest or incompetent dismissed. There are people, 
like cuttle fish, who endeavour to escape in a cloud of dirt. 





Circular to Gas Compantes. 


We have previously mentioned that some of the metropolis 
gas companies gave a cold assent to the Amalgamation Bill, of 
which notice was given in their joint names, and it was feared 
that the unfortunate want of concord amongst them would 
prevent it from being proceeded with; but the majority of the 
companies who are favourable to the measure continue to 
promote the Bill, notwithstanding the secession of the others. 
Accordingly, on the second night of the resumption of busi- 
ness by the House of Commons, the Metropolis Gas Com- 
panies Amalgamation Bill was introduced by Mr. F. Russell, 
chairman of the Western Gas Company, and Mr. Adair, a 
director of the Chartered Gas Company, and was read a first 
time. The Corporation of London Gas Bill, and the separate 
Bills of the Chartered and of the Imperial Gas Companies, for 
the erection of new works at West Ham and at Barking, have 
also passed through their first stages in the Commons. There 
is fair promise, therefore, that the subject of metropolis gas 
supply will be brought early under consideration, and that 
ample time will be given in the present session for a satis- 
factory settlement, towards which all parties look with much 
anxiety. The question has been taken up by the Daily 
News in a series of four long articles, written from the con- 
sumers point of view, and apparently intended as a reply to 
the pamphlet of “ A Director of the Imperial Gas Company,” 
noticed in our last number. They are, however, written in a 
much more temperate spirit than is usual with most gas 
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| being bound by the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860. 
| The Standard of Saturday last, in opposition to the Daily News, 





| 
| 


‘them. Mr. Doulton admits that he signed and endorsed some | The point on which the Standard lays most stress is the attempt 
One of Mr. Doulton’s friends, in the course of | of Mr. Cardwell’s committee “ to violate the compact of 1860,” 


therefore, against the admitted facts, the evidence of Messrs. payment of back dividends is, indeed, the chief bone of con- 
Clench and Cleland, for whatever it is worth, and the denial of | 


It is quite clear that if Mr. Roche had been the pro- | 





| places to be lighted, have been recently exemplified in the 


reformers, and, while strongly supporting the opinions and 
recommendations of the committee of last session, the writer 
repudiates the notion of confiscation, but advocates an amalga- 
mation of conflicting interests on an equitable basis, without 


makes a vigorous defence of the rights of the gas companies to 
the statutory dividends guaranteed by Parliament, on the faith 
of which numbers of persons of all classes have invested their 
property, in the assurance that, whatever other risks it might 
run, it would at least be safe from confiscation by Parliament. f 


by putting a stop to the payment of back dividends ; and that, 
it is observed, was ‘‘the sole particular on which the parties 
“broke asunder,” and legislation failed. The claim to the 


tention, and it will be certain to form a prominent point in the 
discussions in the committee to which the Bill may be referred, 
when we shall have frequent opportunities of reverting to it. 
We may observe, however, that there seems to be a growing 
feeling, even among the directors of gas companies, against the 
continuance of that claim, and in some recent applications to 
Parliament it has been renounced. 

The gas business of the present session promises to be en- 
livened by smart contests between some gas companies and 
municipal corporations for the possession of gas-works. In 
Cork, the Corporation are making a vigorous attempt to 
dispossess the Consumers Gas Company, which a few years 
ago they aided in successfully ousting the United General Gas 
Company from Cork, as the Corporation now want to carry 
on the works themselves. In Dundee, the opposition to the 
transfer of the works is somewhat anomalous. The Town! 
Council and the two gas companies have entered into an! 
agreement for the purchase and sale of their works, and| 
a Bill is promoted by the. Corporation to carry the agree- 
ment into effect, but it is objected to by the Chamber of 
Commerce—an important public body in Dundee—it being) 
contended that the agreement would be prejudicial to 
the interests of the gas consumers and ratepayers. The) 
grounds of objection are, that the effect of it would be to put! 
a stop to competition between private gas companies; that the! 
price to be paid is not fixed, nor to be determined on any fixed! 
principles; that the purchase of the gas-works would create! 
additional taxation, aud that there would be no obligation on| 
the Corporation to supply gas of any fixed quality or fixed) 
price. Ata special meeting of the Chamber of Commerce 
yesterday week, it was, after a long discussion, resolved to 
petition Parliament against the Bill. 

The umfortunate results of speculations in undertakings for 
the lighting of towns with gas by cosmopolitan companies, 
which have their centres of management remote from the 





cases of the County and General and the United General Gas} 
Companies, and such misfortunes become intensified when the 
operations are directed to the lighting of various foreign 
towns. A lamentable caution against venturing in such under- 
takings is presented in the affairs of the Imperial Austrian 
Gas Company, Limited, which concern is about to be wound 
up under the circumstances stated at an extraordinary 
meeting of the company, which are reported in another column 
of our present number. If only a portion of the statements 
of the new chairman of the company be correct, the jobbery 
and mismanagement often exhibited in the formation and 
working of speculative foreign companies have been carried 
to a most ruinous extent. With a subscribed capital of 
£52,000, no less than £42,000 have been squandered in the 
purchase of nearly worthless concessions and works, and the 
company, during the few years of their existence, have been 
brought to such a condition that they are unable to pay a 
secretary, though his salary was lately reduced to £50. They 
cannot afford to have an office, nor have they money to pay 
either the interest on the debentures or the small current ex- 
penses, and the chairman has been obliged to become personally 
responsible for the sum of £376 to carry on the business of 
thecompany. Their affairs were in a hopeless state when, at a!‘ 
meeting of the company, in April last, the late directors re- 
ported that “the operations of the company, though spread 
“* over a much more limited area than the directors had hoped, 
** are now upon a sound basis, and may be conducted so as to 
** realize a dividend upon the capital invested.” At that time 
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the only works from which rentals were received were those 
at St. Pélten and Baden, amounting to less than £200 per 
month. The discontent among the shareholders induced them 
to change the management, and Mr. Beaumont, the largest 
shareholder, was elected chairman. It is not surprising that 
he should be exasperated when, on examining into the state of 
the company, he found how his money had been squandered, 
and in addressing the meeting, convened by him for winding 
up the affairs of the company, he gave vent to expressions 
strongly condemnatory of the conduct of the former board. 
He spared no one, and he declared that his cousin, who was 
his representative at the old board, seemed as unfit to manage 
a gas company us every other of the late directors. To in- 
crease the difficulties in which the affairs of the company had 
been involved, it appeared that the arrears of calls due from 
Austrian shareholders cannot, according to Austrian law, be 
enforced, though actions had been brought against the com- 
pany by Austrian creditors, and two of the towns they had 
undertaken to supply with gas were suing them for penalties 
for the non-completion of the works. The old directors, when 
they attempted to retrench, were equally unfortunate, for the 
tenant to whom they let their offices in London and sold the 
furniture without security became insolvent. They, no doubt, 
had great difficulties to contend against, and to solace 
them under the circumstances they received as remunera- 
tion for their services, troubles, and anxieties £1549 in 
cash and £1250 in shares; but the latter they now offer 
to relinquish. The new board, with Mr. Beaumont as 
chairman, on commencing the discharge of their duties, found 
that the representations they had relied upon were baseless, 
and that the only course to be adopted was to wind up the 
affairs of the company ; though, looking to the future, it was 
thought that a new company might be formed out of its ruins 
by the purchase of the St. Pélten and Baden works. A reso- 
lution, moved by the chairman—*“ That it has been proved to 
** the satisfaction of the meeting that the company, by reason 
*‘ of its liabilities, cannot continue its business, and that it is 
“advisable to wind up the same voluntarily ”—was, after 
an animated discussion, carried unanimously. Though the 
late chairman, and two of the directors with whom he had 
acted, defended themselves from the charges thrown broadcast 
against them, and denied that there had been any mismanage- 
ment, it was admitted that the affairs of the company were as 
disastrous as they could be. 

We recently noticed the revival in France of the old scheme 
of applying the lime-light to the purposes of general illumina- 
tion, by the introduction of a cheaper means of making oxygen 
gas. Notwithstanding it was proved by a careful examination 
of the new process of manufacturing oxygen, that under the 
most favourable circumstances that method of lighting would 


gas burned in the ordinary manner, the scheme was brought 
forward with so much pretension that it produced a panic 
among the holders of gas shares, the value of which were 
greatly depressed in consequence. To put the plan to a sup- 
posed practical test, it was proposed to institute a comparison 
between the effect and cost of lighting a part of the Place de 
l’Hétel de Ville according to the proposed scheme, and with 
ordinary coal gas. The result of the experiments is stated to 
have been, that to produce an equal degree of illumination it 
cost exactly 3 times as much by the Drummond light as by 
the combustion of coal gas in the ordinary way, though the 
amount of light given by the former was seven times more 
powerful. In the new application of the apparatus cylinders 
of magnesia are substituted for cylinders of lime. The expe- 
riments, after having been continued for about a month, have 
been suspended, for the purpose, as alleged, of making some 
alterations in the apparatus, but really in consequence of the 
failure to compete in cost with common gas. The timid share- 
‘holders in the Paris Gas Company are consequently recovering 
'from their alarm, and the shares have almost regained their 


— value. 








Correspondence. 


GAS-ENGINES FOR EXHAUSTERS. 
Sir,—Can you or any of your readers inform me if the gas- 
engine has ever been used to drive an exhauster, and, if so, 
where ? 
An answer to this in your JouRNAL will greatly oblige 
A ConsTANT READER. 
London, Feb. 15, 1868. 





not bear comparison, in an economical point of view, with coal 


EFFECT OF VARIATIONS IN LEVEL UPON THE 
PRESSURE OF GAS IN MAINS. 
Srr,—Perhaps some of your able correspondents can enlighten 
me upon a question which, although I have been in a gas-work 
for some time, I have never been able satisfactorily to solve—viz., 
the question of pressure. 
know all about the pressure through the various stages of 
manufacture on the works into the gasholder; but there com- 
mences my difficulty. My gasholder, 52 feet high, gives 6 inches 
pressure, and through the governor it is regulated in the daytime 
to 10/10ths; and on a main upon which there is no draught, and 
20 feet below the level of the governor, I have 8/10ths, and upon 
a main in the same condition, but 150 feet above the level of the 
governor, I have 25/10ths. Now, what I want to know is, why 
is this difference? Iam told that for every 10 feet of rise the 
gas gains 1/10th in pressure, and decreases in the same ratio as it 
descends; and I find that it is so in fact, and am told that it is 
due to atmospheric influence. But is it so? I know that the 
atmosphere, acting upon mercury, raises or depresses that fluid 


gas in the holder and in the mains is not so exposed, but con- 
tained in an air-tight tube or vessel, therefore cannot be suscepti- 
ble of the changes. Then, why the difference in pressure ? 

I know, also, that the pressure is the same, whether the ther- 
mometer stands at 90° or 30°, the only difference being an 
alteration in volume. And again, why does a gasholder 52 feet 
high not give 6°5 inches on the top instead of 6 inches. 

AN IGNORAMUS. 





Register of Pew Patents. 
APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
350,—JeRoME VALENTINE JonEs and Grorce James Wiix1ms, both of 
Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, manufacturers, for ‘‘ Improve- 
ments in the manufacture of metallic tubes, and in machinery used in 

the manufacture of metallic tubes.’? Feb. 1, 1868. 

351.—Rosert Catanacu Smitu, of Edinburgh, in the co. of Mid Lothian, 
N.B., for “‘ Improvements in the arrangement or construction of sinks 
or similar apparatus.” Feb. 1, 1868. 

354.—ALEXANDER MELVILLE CLark, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in the mode of utilizing and increasing 
the lighting power of gases and inflammable vapours and in apparatus 
connected therewith.” A communication. Feb. 1, 1868. 

357.—Ciinton Epccumse Broomay, of the firm of Robertson, Brooman, 
and Co., of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent agents, 
for “‘ Improvements in steam and water valves, cocks, and faucets.”’ 
A communication. Feb, 3, 1868. 

404.—Joun Honeyman, jun., of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., 
architect, for ‘‘ Improvements in arrangements and apparatus for 
trapping and ventilating in connexion with drain or other pipes,”’ 
Feb. 6, 1868. 

410.—CuHRIsTOPHER BRAKELL, of Windsor Road, Oldham, in the co. of 
Lancaster, engineer, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for measuring 
SJiuids,”” Feb. 6, 1868. 

420.—Grorcz Tucker, of Canonbury Road, in the parish of St. Mary, 
Islington, in the co. of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in the manufac. 
ture of rain-water pipes and certain other articles in cast iron,” 
Feb. 7, 1868. 

426.—THomas WaLkeER, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, engi- 
neer, for ‘* Improvements in the construction of sewers and drain pipes 
or tubes.’’ Feb. 8, 1868. 

427,—PrtTer RoruweEtt, of Hampstead Road, in the co. of Middlesex, 
gas engineer, for “An improved regulating-valve for the delivery of 
specific quantities of gas, water, or other fluids.” Feb. 8, 1868. 

432.—Witiiam Cowan, of Edinburgh, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B., 
gas-meter manufacturer, for “‘ Improvements in the construction of the 
cases of gas-meters.”” Feb. 8, 1868. 

436.—JoserH ALFRED Nicuoxson, of 3, Adelaide Place, London Bridge, 
in the City of London, shipowner, for “‘ Improvements in water-closets, 

des, chamber and toilet utensils, and other .articles in earthen- 
ware or glass, and in the mode or means of securing stoppers, corks, 
and other moveable parts or fittings therein or thereto, also in protect- 
ing the bearing or supporting surfaces thereof.’ (Complete specifica- 
tion.) Feb. 8, 1868. 

438,—Wituam Tuomas Svae, of Vincent Works, Vincent Street, in the 
city of Westminster, for “‘ Improvements in valves.” Feb. 8, 1868. 

452.—HerrMann Scutorrer, of Késtritz, near Gera, in the principality 
of Reuss, Germany, for ‘(An improved method of and apparatus for 
raising water.” Feb, 10, 1868. 

465,— ARTHUR Brin, of 11, Rue des Acacias, Paris, France, civil engi- 
neer, for “Certain improvements in apparatus for generating and 
applying gas from air and hydrocarbon fluids for lighting and heating 
purposes,” Feb. 11, 1868. 

471.—Henry Stacey Barron, of [2, Alexandra Terrace, Barking Road, 
parish of West Ham, co. of Essex, mechanical draughtsman, for “ Jm- 
provements in double-action reciprocating pumps, by which the usual 
suction and delivery valves are dispensed with, and their functions per- 
Sormed by means of a sliding action of the barrel.” Feb. 12, 1868. 

482.—Joun Towzz, of Cold Harbour, near Oxford, in the co. of Berks, 
justice of the peace, for ‘‘ Improvements in the arrangement of sewers 
and drains for the collection and distribution of sewage matters.’’ 
Feb. 12, 1868. 

484,—Witi1am Grorce Henry Taunton, of Liverpool, in the co. of 
Lancaster, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements tn the construction of pumps 
and in mechanism employed in working the same.’’ Feb, 18, 1868. 

485.—Ricuarp GrorGe, of Kilburn, in the co. of Middlesex, for “ Jm- 
provements in gas-stoves for heating and ventilating.”’ Feb. 13, 1868. 
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Feb. 18, 1868.] 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 
238.—Davip Yootow Stewakt, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., 
ironfounder, for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of cast-iron pipes 
and similar articles, and in the moulds and arrangement of apparatus 
connected therewith.’’ Jan. 23, 1868. 
239.—Henry Hones, of Southport, in the co. of Lancaster, ironmonger, 
for “* Improvements in gas-stoves for heating purposes,” Jan, 23, 1868, 
247.—Srroruer Price, of Highbury, in the co. of Middlesex, for 
“An improved mode of and means or apparatus for turning on and off 
the supply of gas to houses, also applicable to turning on and off the 
supply of other fluids.” Jan. 23, 1868, 
253.—ANDREW SMALL, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., for “ Im- 
provements in apparatus for 1 ing excr ts.” Jan, 24, 1868. 
254.—Epwin Wiiu1aM De Rusert, of Lewisham, in the co. of Kent, 
engineer, and Ricnarp Farrett Datz, of Shoe Lane, in the City of 
ndon, founder, for ** Impr ts in water-closets,”’ Jan. 24, 1868. 
257.—Txomas Lxssi1z Grecson Bett, of Plaistow, in the co. of Essex, 
for “‘ Improvements in preparing oxide of iron for purifying gas, and 
in treating the oxide of iron residues to obtain products therefrom,” 
Jan. 24, 1868. 
277.—Tuomas Dicxrnson, of Lancaster, in the co. of Lancaster, plumber, 
=. Improvements in apparatus for drawing off water.’ Jan. 27, 
1868. 
284.—Joun Roperts, of West Bromwich, in the co. of Stafford, iron- 
founder, and Janez Moreay, of Kidderminster, in the co, of Worcester, 
manager of works, for “Improvements in joining metallic pipes.” 
Jan. 27, 1868. 
300.—ALrrep Corgricx Priuiner, of the Oakfield Works, near New- 
port, in the co, of Monmouth, civil engineer, and James CHARLEs 
LL, of the same place, ironmaster, for ‘‘ Improvements in machinery 
Sor obtaining motive power, applicable also to measuring, raising, ex- 
hausting, forcing, and compressing fluids.” Jan. 28, 1868. 
311.—Davip Law, ironfounder, and Jounw WuHarrie, foreman, both of 
Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., for “‘ Improvements in the manu- 
Jacture of cast-iron pipes and similar articles, and in apparatus 
therefor.”” Jan. 29, 1868. 
323.—Henry Axanp, of 18, Richard Street, Roupell Street, Lambeth, 
in the co. of Surrey, ironfounder, for ‘‘ Improvements in rotary blowing- 
Jans for producing blast for furnaces and other purposes, which im- 
= may also be applied to air and gas exhausters.” Jan. 30, 
351.—Ronert Catanacu Situ, of Edinburgh, in the co. of Mid Lothian, 
N.B., for “ Improvements in the arrangement or construction of sinks 
or similar apparatus.” Feb. 1, 1868. 
354.—ALEXANDER MELviILLE Crank, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in the mode of utilizing and increasing 
the lighting power of gases and inflammable vapours, and in apparatus 
connected therewith,” A communication. Feb. 1, 1868. 
357.—Cuinton Epccumse Brooman, of the firm of Robertson, Brooman, 
and Co., of 166, Fleet Street, in the City of London, patent agents, for 
“Improvements in steam and water valves, cocks, and faucets.” A 
communication. Feb. 3, 1868. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

2668 —Apam Arrcuison, of Wilton Terrace, Peckham, gas engineer, and 
Henry Joun Grantuam, of Dockhead, Bermondsey, both in the co. 
of Surrey, for “ Improvements in the production of carburetted gas, 
and in the apparatus and burner applicable thereto,’’ Sept. 21, 1867. 
2688.—Gerorce Batcuetpor, of Liverpool, in the co, of Lancaster, 
cement manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in trough water-closets,”’ 
Sept. 24, 1867. 

2692.—Tuomas Henry Wiiurams, of 20, Cecil Court, St. Martin's Lane, 
in the parish of St. Martin, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘An improve- 
ment in gas-burners.’’ Sept. 24, 1867. 

2716.—GrorGE WILKINSON, of St. Leonard’s Road, Bromley, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for “ Improvements in pumps.” Sept. 26, 1867. 
2854.—Joun Wirutnsuaw, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, me- 
chanical engineer, and Joun Epwarp Baker, of Birmingham afore- 
said, mechanical engineer, for “‘ Improvements in the means or machi- 
nery for working or actuating the slide-valves of steam-pumps and 
blowing-engines.” Oct. 11, 1867. 














Regal Entelligence. 


GUILDHALL POLICE COURT. 
TuEsDAY, Fes. 4. 
(Before Mr. Alderman Bester.) 

The Chartered Gas Company appeared this day by their solicitor, Mr. 
Morgan (Humphrys and Morgan), to answer a summons taken out against 
them by the police, charging them ‘“‘ That they, on the 30th day of January 
last, having taken up, or caused to be taken up, the paving in Wood Street 
for the execution of certain works, and before the said pavement was relaid, 
did not place such lights, lanterns, and watchmen, as were necessary for the 
protection of passengers and the prevention of accident.” 

Mr. MorGan said the company pleaded “Not guilty,” and would admit, 
- b sake of saving time, that the work in question was being carried out 

y them. 

Police-constable Ward, No. 120, said on Thursday, Jan. 30, at 3.15 a.m., 
@ man named Peter Low and three other men, in the service of the de- 
fendants, were engaged in opening the roadway in Wood Street, for the 
purpose of repairing the gas-pipes. The road was opened right across the 
street from one side to the other, and no notice was given at either end of 
the street to prevent vehicles from entering, nor was there any light exhi- 
bited by the men. The trench which had been dug was about 9 feet long, 3 
feet wide, and 3 feet deep. At the time named a carriage and two horses 
belonging to Alderman Cotton drove into the street, and the coachman, not 
knowing the dangerous state of the road, almost drove into the trench which 
had been dug. The workmen were then standing by waiting for some 
further assistance. They called out just as the carriage was up to them, and 
the coachman had only just time to pull up his horses before he got to the 
trench. The horses had to be backed for about a hundred yards into Silver 
Street, as the carriage could not be turned round. ‘There was no watchman 
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at either end of the street to stop the traffic. Several other carriages ran 
down close to the spot, but they were able to turn round and get back, 
though put to some inconvenience. The men began to take up the road at 
ten p.m. on the 29th, and it was partially filled up the next day, so as to allow 
of one line of vehicles passing. The work was finished on the next night. 

In cross-examination, witness said he was close to the trench when the 
carriage drove up, looking at the men. They were surrounding the hole, 
waiting for further assistance. There was no gas burning, and no tarred 
rope alight at the time. At the time they were actually at work they bad a 
light. He could not tell whether that light had gone out by accident 
or not, 

Alderman Brstey: The most natural conclusion is, that while the men 
were ee for further help they did not waut the light, and so put it out 

urposely. 
. r. MorGAN : I am instructed that the light had accidentally gone out, 
but was replaced instantly. ‘ 

Alderman Bestey: The men would no doubt take care to have a light 
while at work. 

Witness: The light was extinguished for twenty minutes. 

Alderman BesLey : The men would look to themselves, and would never 
calculate upon an accident happening to any one else. 

Mr. Morgan: They would not expect to find an alderman coming down 
Wood Street at three o’clock in the morning. 

Peter Lowe said he was in the employ of the Chartered Gas Company as 
ganger. On the 29th ult. he went to Wood Street at ten p.m., with six 
other men, to make some alterations in the main. At half-past two a.m. they 
stopped work to have some dinner. At that time they had been obliged to 
take the stand-pipe down, but they kept a bunch of yarn burning while they 
were at dinner. ‘he yarn went out a few minutes before they could replace 
the stand-pipe, and just then the carriage of Alderman Stone came down the 
street. The yarn wes extinguished for about nine or ten minutes. The 
stones they had taken up from the street were built up all round the trench, 
so that the carriage could not have fallen in without first knocking down the 
stones. There was one watchman at the corner of Silver Street, and another 
at the London Wall, to warn off the traffic. Alderman Cotton's carriage was 
driver into the street at rather a furious rate, and the watchman could not 
stop it as soon as he otherwise would have done. 

‘eorge Pooley, a watchman in the service of the company, said he was on 
duty at the corner of the street, and saw the alderman’s carriage coming 
along. He endeavoured to stop it by holding up both his arms, as he stood 
in the middle of the road, and shouting, but the carriage came along go fast 
that he could not do so, and had to get out of the way to save himself from 
being knocked down. He shouted as loud as his lungs would let him, but 
the coachman took no notice. He was then between 50 and 60 yards from 
the trench, so that there was plenty of room for the carriage to be drawn up. 

Mr. MonrGan said the inspector was present who hud the watchman placed 
on duty at ten o’clock, and several of the men, to prove that the light at the 
trench was accidentally extinguished. 

Alderman Bestey said he did not care about any evidence as to the latter 
point, as it was evident the men would take care for their own sakes to have a 
light to work by. If it were proved that the company had properly placed 
watchmen at both ends of the street, that was as much as he could expect 
them to do. 

Mr. J. Lacey, an inspector of mains, said he saw the men at work at ten 
o'clock p.m. of the 29th, and gave proper instructions to watch against 
accident. He saw the two men at their posts at the corner of Silver Street 
and the London Wall, to warn off carriages from entering Wood Street. 

Alderman Bester: I think this is a clear case of accident. I do not find 
any fault with the police for having it investigated, but I do not see how I 
could expect the company to have done more than they have done. 

The summons was accordingly dismissed. 








THE SUPPLY OF GAS TO THE TOWN OF WEYMOUTH. 
(In arbitration—Before Mr. Serjeant Haves, Umpire; and T. G. Bartow, 
Esq., and ALFRED PENNY, £sq., Arbitrators.) 
Town-HaLt, WerymourH—WeEpyerspAy, Dec. 4, 1867. 

By the Act 30 and 31 Vic., cap. 103, a company called the Weymouth 
Gas Consumers Company, Limited, was incorporated, and provision was 
inade in the Act for the purchase by the company of the gas-works esta- 
blished many years ago in the town by William Wharton Burdon, Esq , 
which works, since the year 1856, have been carried on under the authority 
of the Weymouth Gas Act, 19 Vic., cap. 4, 

This was an inquiry under the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845, to 
determine the amount of the purchase-money and the terms and conditions 
upon which the gas-works should be transferred by Mr. Burdon and the 
Weymouth and Melcombe Regis Gas Company to the Consumers Gas 
Company, Limited. 

Mr. Davison and Mr. J. Crerk appeared for the vendors, and Mr. 
J. Horatio Lioyp for the purchasers. 

On the suggestion of Mr, Davison, an inspection of the works was made 
prior to the commencement of the inquiry. Ou the parties reassembling 
at the Town-Hall, 

Mr. Davison opened the case for the vendors. He said he appeared 
with his friend, Mr, Clerk, for Mr. Burdon, as well as for the Weymouth 
and Melcombe Regis Gas Company, the appointments being in duplicate, 
Mr. Barlow, for instance, being an arbitrator on behalf of Mr. Burdon, as 
also on behalf of the company; and this arose out of a correspondence 
which would be put in during the inquiry. It was under the Act of 1867 
(clause 28) that the umpire was present with the arbitrators on this occa- 
sion to assess the sum which Mr. Burdon and the company ought to 
receive for the gas-works which —s the town. This was not simply 
a case of property in the hands of Mr. Burdon alone to be handed over to 
a party desiring to obtain it, and, in order to show the position in which 
matters stood, he would detail as briefly as he could the circumstances 
under which the arbitration had arisen. In 1830 Mr. Burdon first came to 
Weymouth, and shortly afterwards established gas-works there. He was 
desirous to have them erected on the town side of the backwater, but this 
was opposed by the corporation, and the works were placed on the far side, 
thus involving great expense and difficulty and the necessity of forming a 
tunnel under a portion of the backwater, so as to convey the pipes into the 
town. Mr. Burdon continued, by his agents, in possession of the works, and 
supplied gas to the town till 1855, but he evidently lost money by the con- 
cern, gas-making in those days not being so well understood as at the pre- 
sent time. The town was then, of course, in a different position to what it 
now was. In 1854 railways were introduced there, and in the subsequent 
year a bill was promoted before the House of Commons to which he would 
draw the attention of the court. The preamble of the bill recited in effect 
that the borough of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis was then supplied 
with gas only from the gas-works of Mr. Burdon, and there were no gas- 
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works besides in any of the adjoining parishes; that the population of the 
town and neighbourhood was increasing, and that it would be of public 
advantage that more permanent provision should be made for the supply 
of gas in the locality. It then stated that several persons had agreed to 
form themselves into a company and to contract with Mr. Burdon for the 
purchase of his works. Those persons were Mr. Burdon, Mr. Dodson, his 
agent, Mr. Bayley, clerk to Mr. Dodson, Mr. Losh, and Mr. Norman, a personal 
friend of Mr. Burdon. Mr. Burdon resided at Newcastle, and was the owner 
of collieries and considerable landed property in the neighbourhood of that 
town. By the Act, which reseived the Royal Assent in 1856, the capital of 
the company was fixed at £20,000, in 2000 shares of £10 each, and there 
was a borrowing power of £5000. The learned counsel read several clauses 
of the Act, reciting the names of the first directors, and so forth, and said 
that clause 20 gave power to purchase by agreement the works and appa- 
ratus, together with all the rights and privileges which Mr. Burdon had 
enjoyed, and until the purchase there was power reserved to Mr. Burdon 
to continue the supply. Clause 26 gave the maximum price of 6s. for gas 
supplied by the company, and the illuminating power was fixed at 10 
sperm candles. Now, although the Act assumed the formation of a company, 
he (Mr. Davison) felt he had better at once inform the umpire that there 
never was a company, as stated in the preamble of that Act, for the pur- 
chase of the gas-works, and there never was a seal, nor any deed of con- 
veyance, nor anything done at all more than this, that those gentlemen, as 
directors, met once a year, and dined with Mr. Burdon; and he believed 
that certain shares were allotted to them as a qualification. No money 
was paid by them, and this was not an unusual thing in those days. 

Mr. Lioyp thought they had a good thing in getting the shares. 

Mr. Davison said they gave nothing for them, and they received no 
benefit. No dividends were declared, and no accounts filed; but he believed 
that Mr. Burdon did under the Act send in the accounts to the customers, 
oddly enough, in the name that they were incorporated under, and he sup- 
posed they made a mistake when they treated it as the “ Weymouth Gas 
Company,” and left out the “ Melcombe Regis.” When proceedings were 
taken in the county court to recover gas-rents, they were taken in the 
name of the company—in fact, Mr. Burdon, who was really the proprietor, 
assumed to himself to act in a corporate capacity in every way except that 
which the Act of Parliament required. He should add that they always 
advertised their meetings when a dinner party was given, and that formed 
the meeting of the company. These proceedings appeared to be perfectly 
well known in the town, as the correspondence would clearly show. Mr. 
Tizzard, however, who acted for the new company, very properly pointed 
out that it was necessary there should be an appointment of an arbitrator 
under the seal of the Weymouth and Melcombe Regis Gas Company, and 
therefore he (Mr. Davison) advised his client not long ago to purchase a 
seal, and put it to that use. There had been under the Act of 1856 no con- 
tract, and no purchase of works, and no consideration, as was required by 
clause 22 to be the evidence of the purchase before the company could put 
their powers in force. Mr Burdon continued to carry on the works as he 
a7 previously done, and there was nothing in the Act to prevent his so 

oing. 

The Umrrre: The completion of the purchase was a condition precedent 
to the company doing anything. 

Mr. Luoyp: It seems to me, looking at it with a legal eye, that no power 
was given under that Act except to the company, and that that did not 
take effect. 

Mr. Davison said, although matters went on alittle better after 1856, 
Mr. Burdon found things were not so satisfactory as he could wish, and in 
1860 he let the works to Mr. Church, who continued supplying gas until the 
summer of last year. During that gentleman’s occupancy, there was some 
dissatisfaction felt with reference to the price of gas, as compared with the 
price in London, and in 1866 it culminated in the formation of a limited 
liability company, called the Weymouth Consumers Gas Company, which in 
1867 obtained an Act of Incorporation. Mr. Burdon petitioned against the bili 
in his own name, and there was a clause inserted for the purchase of the 
works by the new from the so-called old company (of which Mr. Burdon 
was described as being the principal proprietor), upon such terms or condi- 
tions as should be agreed on between the parties; but there was a stipula- 
tion that if such terms were not agreed on within one month, then they 
should be ascertained and determined by arbitration in the manner pro- 
vided by the Lands Clauses Act, The new company took possession of the 
works in June, 1867. 

Mr. Liroyp: Mr. Burdon has received the rents. 

Mr. Davison said he had received the money for the company. The 
price at which the new company was to sell gas was not to exceed 4s. 6d., 
whilst the illuminating power was not to be less than 14 candles, and their 
capital was £30,000. The learned counsel then proceeded to say that he 
understood there was a sort of rule where works were valued, as between 
one statutable company and another, to take them at about 20 years pur- 
chase of the net profits, whereas in valuing for individuals who had no 
statutory rights, it was necessary that the purchaser should have better in- 
terest for his money, being less secure, and so they took them at 163 years 
purchase. 

Mr. Luoyp: Six per cent. instead of 5. 

Mr. Davison said there was another important element. A private 
speculator, without an Act of Parliament, might charge for his gas what~ 
ever he could get, as long as his customers were patient, without reference 
to the amount of profit he was deriving; but under the Gas Clauses Act no 
incorporated company was allowed to make a greater profit than 10 per cent., 
and there was a machinery to compel a reduction of price to the public. 

The Umpire: By going to the quarter sessions. 

Mr. Davison: So as to reduce the profits till they got down to 10 per 
jeent. Mr. Church had been charging 5s. 6d. per 1000. Mr. Burdon, it 
| would be found, for many years derived no profit at all from the works, 
, but a loss. In 1863, or some time about then, with this 5s. 6d. price the 
| profits exceeded 10 per cent. upon the £20,000 capital spoken of in the Act 
of 1856; but in this inquiry it appeared to him that neither the actual 
expenditure nor the actual profits, whatever they might be, was a very 
material element in the calculation. The matter which they would have 
to inquire into would be, first of all, the capacity of production in the 
works, then to consider what had been Mr. Burdon’s gross profits, making 
all proper deductions for labour, coals, &c., and then to take 16% years pur- 
chase upon that, which would be, as Mr. Lloyd had told them, 6 per cent. 

Mr. Lroyp said 46 years of Mr, Burdon’s tenure of a portion of the land 
having expired, that would reduce the value below the 16% years. 

Mr. Davison had not heard of such a thing till that morning. It might 
be that some of the ground was leasehold, but a large portion of it was 
copyhald inheritance, and as to this the 46 years would not run, 

Mr. Luoyp said the question would have to be settled, and a decision 
given between the corporation and the lessee, because they could not 
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capitalize till they knew it. Mr. Burdon would have to show his title to 
the land upon which the works were erected. ‘ 

Mr. Davison apprehended he would do so in good time. After some 
further observations, the learned counsel said he should at once call Mr. 
Church, who would give them the actual history of what had taken place 
since 1860 under his management, 

Mr. Robert Church, examined by Mr. CLERK. 

I have had large experience in the management of gas-works for the last 

30 years, and have had seven or eight under my management. I came to 


works belonging to Mr. Burdon. I can produce the deed of arrangement 
between us. It was, I may say, rather a contract than otherwise for the 
manufacture of gas. The contract was signed in March, 1860, though I 
commenced to supply gas in July, 1859. Immediately I took possession of 
the works Mr. Burdon began to enlarge them. He put up a new gasholder, 
but did not enlarge the then existing one. He ran a new main from the 
works past St. John’s Church, and to other parts of the town towards 
the Dorchester Road. It was a 10-inch main from the works to Bond 
Street, right across the river. That was in addition to the mains that were 
already there. When I first began to manufacture the size of the two mains 
across the water was six and four inches. The supply to Thomas Street 
and St. Mary Street came off the new 10-inch main. Further extensions 
were also made by him. An old 3-inch main was taken up, and a new 6-inch 
main put down [describing the locality], and a 2-inch main, beginning 
from the railway up to St. John’s Church, was taken up and a 4-inch main 
put down. A new main was also laid beyond St. John’s Charch, right up 
to the extremity of the furthest limit. [Witness described the position of 
other mains which had been laid down.] _A new main was run up to Gros- 
venor Road, and other new districts, These Jarge mains were laid down 
because of the increased consumption. é 

Mr. CuerK: Has any other work been done at the gas-works besides the 
gasholder? 

Witness : Yes; a new purifier, a new condenser, new washers, and a new 
working main right through the works, I believe that an 8-inch main was 
put down in the place of a 4-inch, The exhauster was put up this year, but 
the contract was entered into for it last year. I supplied gas during the 
time I had the contract at 5s. 6d. per 1000 feet. For the public lamps I re- 
ceived 40s. for those which burned eleven months, and 42s, 6d. for those 
which burned twelve months. . ‘ 

Mr. CLERK: Now, with reference to those prices, is the price of 5s. 6d. 
similar to the price charged in other towns in the neighbourhood ? - 

Witness: 1 think it is rather lower, asa rule; but I am not certain. 





There are some in which it is higher and some lower. ’ 

Mr. CLERK: Now, with regard to the charge of £2 2s. 6d. for the public 
_— per year. In your experience as a contractor, what sort of price is 
that 

Witness: A losing price; they do not get 1s. per 1000 by it, especially 
bound down so tight as we are. We had to supply a large quantity with 
5 cubic feet per hour each burner. 

Mr. CLerk: What was the quality of the gas? I see under the contract 
you are to supply not less than 12-candle gas. 

Witness : I have tested the gas some hundreds of times, and never once 
have [ found it below 12. It was often over that—as high as 13, and 13}, 
and 133. Icorrect myself: [ find that twice in August, 1866, it was 114 
candles; it was on an average 123 or 12}. 

Mr. CLERK: What was the quantity of gas made in the twelve months, 
taking the year from the Ist of April, 1866, to the 31st of March, 1867? 

Witness : 20,170,000 cubic feet. 

Mr. CLerk: Of that quantity how much was sold by meter? 

Witness: 14,976,000 cubic feet. 

Mr. CLerk: How much was consumed by the public lamps? 

Witness : 3,337,000 cubic feet. That gives a total of 18,313,000 feet. Of 
course a certain quantity was consumed at the works which could not be 
accounted for, and there was the leakage. That would be 1,857,000 feet, 
which is just about 9 per cent. of the quantity made. That includes the 
gas consumed at the works, leakage, and loss by condensatiou. 

Mr. CterKx: We now come to the receipts for the same year. What was 
the gas and meter rental? I suppose that would include the public lamps 
for the year. 

Witness; £4832 12s, 1d. 

Mr. CLERK: Well, besides that, you had the residual products? 

Witness: Yes. 

The Umpire: Can you give the gas-rental without the meters? 

Witness; The meters are included. 

The Umprre: Have you got them separately ? 

Witness : The gas alone was £4118 11s, 9d. 

Mr. Bartow: Does that include the public lamps? 

Witness: No; that is the meter-rental alone. 

Mr. Bartow: How much were the public lamps? 

Witness: The meter-rents were £162 4s.; the public lamps, £551 16s. 4d. 

Mr. CterK: Do you know the number of public lamps? 

Witness : 245 

Mr. CLERK: Now, then, the coke sold realized how much? 

Witness: Coke, £607 108.; breeze, £55 8s. 4d.; tar, £84 17s, 3d.; and 
£12 10s. also for tar. There were two different prices. Lime, 4500 bushels, 
£112 10s. 

Mr. Bartow: That is fresh lime—not the refuse lime? 

Witness : Fresh lime; the refuse lime we gave away. 

Mr. CLerK: Do you mean that you had more than you wanted at the 
works? 

Witness : We had a lime-kiln at the works. 

Mr. Crerk: If you had not made this lime you would have had more 
coke to sell? 

Witness: No; we burn the breeze. We should have more breeze 
to sell. 

Mr. Bartow: It gave you a market for your breeze, in fact? 

‘The witness replied in the affirmative. eet 

Mr. apa Is this something you charge yourself with, or is it an actual 
receipt 

Witness: An actual receipt. It so happened that breeze was a drug till 
Government took it, some two years back, at a good price, 

Mr. CLerK: What is the total of the residual products? 

Witness ; £785 7s. 7d. 

Mr. Bartow: It is more than that. 

The Umrrre: What is your total? 

Witness: There are two totals, £575 5s. 7d. and £131 14s, 4d. 

Mr. Davison said that the witness had given thom what he had turned) 
into money, and then there was another total representing what he had on | 
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hand-of coke, breeze, tar, &c. He should have to ask for the accounts 
presently, as there would be some question as to them. 

Mr, CLerK: Instead of £112 for lime, it should have been £25 for sales; 
the.rest was used? 

Witness: Yes. . 

Mr, CLerK: That makes £785 5s. 7d. Had yon still, when the accounts 
were made up, a certain quantity of coke, tar, and breeze on hand for sale? 

Witness: Yes. Mr. Burdon subsequently took them of me. They were 
of the value of £131 14s. 5d. 

Mr. Crerx: Then, according to your calculation, that would make the 
total value of the gas and meter rentals, with the residual products, 
£5749 128, 1d.? 

Witness : Yes. 

Mr. CLERK: Now, tell us what your working expenses were. 

Mr. Luoyp: It must not be assumed that that which you, Mr. Clerk, 
have done there is all right. 

Mr. CLErk: It is subject, of course, to your cross-examination. Your 
working expenses, according to your account, for that year, were, I believe, 
£2409 3s. 1d.? 

Witness: I did not take these accounts out. I delivered up my books 
and vouchers to Mr. Waters, and he did it. I was too ill to doit. My 
contract was put an end to, under an arbitration with Mr. Burdon, in the 
month of June last. The stock was valued at a certain amount and handed 
over to the new company, with an inventory of its value. 

Mr. CLerk: I know a question will arise upon this. An inventory was 
handed over with the stock to the new company. The valuation, I believe, 
was £2177. That was the result of a reference between you and Mr. 
Burdon? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. CLerk: Mr. Barlow, I believe, was the arbitrator in that matter? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Luoyp: Not alone. I believe Mr. Spice was another? 

Mr. Bartow: No, I was sole arbitrator. 

The Umrrre: Did you make the valuation? 

Mr. Bartow: No, it was an agreed value. 

Mr. Cierk: There is no question the things were handed over to the 
new company. 

Mr. Luoyp: I do not quite admit this. 

Mr. CLERK (to witness): Do you know whether the things specified in 
the et tamaaal were handed over to the new company when they took pos- 
session 

Witness: Yes; I saw Mr. Penny write the receipt. Mr. Spice valued 
them for me, and Mr. Paddon for Mr. Burdon, and Mr. Barlow was the 
umpire. 

Mr. Bartow: They agreed upon a valuation, and therefore there was 
nothing for me but to award the sum which they agreed. 

me CLERK: You saw Mr. Penny write a receipt. What had he to do 
with it? 

Witness : He was acting on behalf of the new company, and Mr. Thomas, 
the chairman of the new company, was present. 

Mr. Clerk: Who is the engineer of the new company ? 

Witness: Mr. Penny, I suppose. I do not know whether he or Mr. 
Stone is. 

Mr. CLerK: Now, at the time your contract was put an end to, were you 
manufacturing up to the total power of those gas-works > 

Witness: No; I should say the full power of the works as they were 
handed over to me in 1860. Of course, with the additions made subse- 
quently they were capable of making a much larger quantity of gas than 
was made in 1866-67. 

Mr. Crerk: Could you say to what extent? What per centage more 
could you make of gas at those works? 

Witness: Just before I left I put up an exhauster, which would increase 
the power of the works at least 10 per cent., and if I were to put it at 15 
I should not be far ount—I mean from the exhauster alone. The works, 
when handed over by me, were in a very good state. 

Mr. Cterk: You saw to-day the cover of one of the purifiers was in a 
state that was not very good. In what state was that when you took 
possession ? 

Witness : There was not a hole in it when I gave it up. The other two 
lids were new. That one was new about five years back, or new plates were 
put toit. There is a new gasholder being built by the new company. The 
existing gasholders were not worked to their maximum capacity. They 
were capable of being used for a still further supply. I went through the 
winter of 1866 with the big gasholder alone. One was in a damaged state, 
and the other I did not use. One was damaged by being blown over ina 
gale of wind in 1864 or 1865. The small one certainly feels the effect of 
age. A considerable quantity of new main was put down during the con- 
tract by Mr. Burdon. I did not derive the full benefit of that; it has to 
come. One of the mains was taken down to the lane leading up to the 
barracks, I should have taken it there, but the Government generally 
take trom the end of one large main. I did not supply any gas to the 
barracks, bnt they want it, and negotiations have been going on for some 
time about it. The price has been the bar hitherto. They offered to take 
the gas two years ago. With regard to the new houses next the Lansdowne 
gates, to which mains were laid, Mr. Burdon did not derive any profit from 
that outlay; but with respect to the mains laid in the direction of St. John’s 
Church, he has derived a slight benefit, I believe, from them; bnt the great 
benefit is to come. There are several customers on the road from St. John’s 
Church to the site of the old barracks. The town is extending itself in 
that direction, and especially towards the Dorchester Road. The present 
works, I think, are capable of supplying, by means of the exhauster, from 
10 to 15 per cent. increase. There has always been a stack of retorts lying 
idle. Taking the works as worked to their full capacity, it is difficult to 
say to what extent there could be an increase in the supply of gas. A man 
can do a great deal more when put to it. Working fairly, not over-working 
them, I should say 20 per cent. more than that. I think more than 30 per 
cent. upon the present my uction, with the stack of retorts and the exhauster. 
Our retorts are all clay retorts now. Besides the new gasholder, there 
has been, since I gave them up, some alteration in the retort-house in 
putting up Mr. Cockey’s patent. dip-pipes. They are the upright pipes 
with the levers on. I did not notice that anything had been done beside. 
Mr. CLerk: You mentioned a little time ago that the contract price for 
the public lamps was very low, and gave hardly any profit at all? 

itness : A loss. 

Mr. Davison: He said it would not give a shilling a thousand. 
Mr. Luoyp: Do you mean a shilling profit? 
Witness : No. 








Mr, Cierx said that under the Act of 1867 the new company were en- 
titled to charge the public lamps at the price charged to the lowest private 
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consumer. His learned friend, Mr. Davison, had called attention to the 
64th clause, which was the ordinary clause, he presumed. | 
Mr. Luoyp said that the contract which Mr. Burdon had with the corpo- | 
ration still continued, so that the new provision could not come into opera- | 
tion till its expiration, which would be in November, 1868. | 
Mr. CLERK said that the new company would have to supply at a loss 
till the expiration of that period. After that they would charge them at 
he same price as they charged to the lowest consumer. il 
Witness said he had looked forward to a very nice thing from the public, 
lamps when the contract expired. 
Mr. CLerk: It would make a considerable addition to the receipts in| 





! 


respect of the public lamps, whether they got the 4s, 6d. or some lower price I 


after November next 

Mr. Luioyp said it had nothing to do with this inquiry. 

Mr. Davison: Not if you put it we are entitled to be paid on the ds. 6d. 
rate. | 

Mr. Luoyp: What I say is, that what he might do is no criterion as to 
value to us, 

Mr. Davison said they could do that if they were allowed to keep the 
works after November next, when they would be able to make a bargain | 
with the corporation. | 

Mr. Cuerk: It is a matter for observation rather than question. By the 
clause in their Act they can charge the public lamps at the lowest price paid | 
by any private consumer. 

Mr. Luioyp said that was the maximum. 

Mr. Davison said it must be observed that the date of the contract was | 
1847. 

Mr. Luoyp: At that time the price of gas was much higher than it ie 
now. 

Mr. Davison: But there might be reasons for letting the corporation | 
have their gas cheap. [‘the schedule, with Mr. ep signature to the 
receipt, was here handed in.] I take it that this is the schedule repre- 
senting the articles received by the company, and I take it from Mr. | 
Church that this is the value put upon them between himself and Mr.’ 
Burdon? 

Mr. Luoyp asked Mr. Penny if he had been through those items. 

Mr. Penny said that he had not. It was a mere formal matter of taking 
possession of the works, He was acting as engineer for the company. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Luoyp: I cannot furnish the particulars of the | 
various items of extensions and renewals referred to. They were done by | 
my order and direction. They were not done under contract, but I em- | 
ployed persons to do them. I kept an account of the cost, but I have not | 
got it. All my books were burnt, but Mr. Burdon has an account of the | 
mains. I had the account in a book. It was an account-book between Mr. 
Burdon and myself, in which what had been outlaid appeared in detail. 
I furnished him with a copy of that account from time to time. I had to 
do that under the contract. Ido not know whether Mr. Burdon will have | 
that book now; he had it from me. My books were burnt the day that 1) 
gave up the works. I had them all over there, and burned them in the 
presence of Mr. Penny and Mir. Spice. I burnt books of four different gas- 
works. Mr. Penny had nothing to do with burning them, He was not there 
by accident, but officially; certainly not to superintend the burning. He 
did not say, “ Put them in the fire.” 

Mr. Luoyp: Then why did you burn them? 

Witness : 1 thought the thing was settled, so far as I was concerned, and 
for that simple reason. I did not think 1 should want them again. I burnt 
them in an bour after I had handed over the works. 

Mr. Lioyp: Did you not know there was a question of purchase between 
the old and the new company at the time? 

Witness: 1 did not know that I should want them. 

Mr. Luoyp: Will you answer my question? Did you not know that 
there was a question pending of the purchase of the works from Mr. Burdon? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Luoyp: Did you think it immaterial that it should be known what 
your books showed of the expense of working. 

Witness ; I certainly did not. 

Mr. Lior: Did you inquire whether they were likely to be wanted? 

Witness : No. 

Mr. Luoyp: Then it was not for the benefit of Mr. Burdon? 

Witness : It was for the benefit of no one. 

Mr. Luoyp: To spite any one? 

Witness: No. 

Mr. Luoyp: Have you no copies in your possession of the books you 
then had? 

Witness: Of the rental-book; I believe the clerk had a copy at his house. 

Cross-examination ‘continued: The book referred to by me in my} 
examination in chief was a book in which all the accounts were entered | 
for the arbitration. It was a book in which the accounts were taken out | 
of the original books, and put in for the purpose of the arbitration be-| 
tween me and Mr. Burdon, but not by me; it was by a gentleman behind me, | 
Mr. Waters. This was done at the beginning of the year. I have many of 
the vouchers, the invoices, and matters of that kind, I did not file the in- | 














voices, or put them into a book. I was not bound to render an account 
periodically to Mr. Burdon. Mr. Burdon simply collected the money, 
and retained a third of the rental as it came in. Regular accounts 
were of course kept of the rental, and those were handed over to him. I) 
gave him a particular account of my expenditure, but not under different 
heads. I gave them to him all in alump. That expenditure was not kept 
in the cash-book. I did not keep any cash-book. I took it from the 
cheque-book, There was a wages-book kept. I paid for coals and other | 
products by cheques. All the large quantities were paid by bill drawn in | 
the north. I took from those cheque-books or bill-books the account | 
which Mr. Waters has. I made no payments except by cheque. Under £5 
I paid with petty cash. I had a wages-book. It was consumed. 1 have 
no copy of it. The books were dissected by Messrs. Paddon and Spice, and 
my young man. There is nothing more to show what was paid in wages than 
the figures of those three gentlemen. This went on for the whole period of | 
the contract. I know what I received each vear of the rental, or my pro- | 
portion of the contract, and can furnish it. Ihave it here now. It is taken 
from the rental-book, which was not destroyed. ‘That was Mr. Bur- | 
don’s book. Though I undertook all the expenditure, I was not bound to 
account for it in any way to Mr. Burdon. He took his proportion of the | 
rents himself. I never for my own purpose made a profit and loss account | 
each year. I got at my profit in the best way I could. I never in any one 
year, from the time I entered into the contract, made an account ot profit 
and loss to show how I stood at the end of each year, I know there was 
not a profit in the first year; my cash balances were very small. I do not 
say that I did not make any profit at the end of the first year. I 
cannot give you any idea of the profit of the second year. I cannot 
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say within £100. It was less than £1000, but more than £500. I cannot 
co any figure. I am not quite certain, but it was more than £500. 

lost £1000 right off, but in a matter not connected with the works. 
I cannot give you the particulars of the third year. It was nota loss. I 
did not take it to be a losing contract. I cannot tell accurately what my 
profits were in mp! one year. I could not except by dissecting the 
accounts. In the last year to 1867, those gentlemen took the account 
from my books. I gave my books to Mr. Spice and Mr. Paddon, the 
two valuers, and my clerk. He was up night ufter night, and from that 
the account was prepared. You can have the particulars of those accounts 
from these gentlemen. 

Mr. Bartow said that he could give them the original. if 

Witness : I do not know the average price of coals in that year. It isin this 
book, and I know nothing more. I aid not use the Newcastle coal entirely. 
I used it when I wanted to raise the quality of the gas during the dis- 
turbances. I had some inland coal from a pit opened close to Frome. I 
had it from there specially to raise the illuminating power. Mr. Burdon 
was at the cost of the extensions I have told you about. I improved the 
illuminating power of the ee in the last year in consequence of the com- 
plaints that were made. I was constantly having complaints made. I do 
not say that no man was ever more bothered with complaints than I was. 
I had some complaints from unreasonable men. The complaints were 
not all unreasonable. 

Mr. Lroyp: But were they r 
Does the book tell us that, too? 
like a conjuror’s hat. 

Witness : Mr. Burdon complained, but without knowledge. I will give 
ou an instance. He complained of the illuminating power of the gas, but 
e could not say it was bad; he had no means of testing it. He filed a 

bill against me. Some rather savoury correspondence passed between us. 
Mr. Burdon himself must say whether he was of opinion that the people 
were not unreasonable in their complaints. The charge per 1000 feet would 
be complained of if it was 8s. 6d. Ido not think the complaint as to the 
5s. 6d. was the ——— of the agitation. It was complained of, and 
there was a public meeting at the town-hall. The complaints were made 
long before I came into the town, and afterwards. They complained not 
only of the price and illuminating power, but also of the meter-rents and of 
the state of the meters. 

Mr. Lioyp: They said your meters were sv constructed as to show & 
much greater ——— of gas. 

Mr. Davison: We had better have something more definite than what 
people in the street say. 

vtness: There were complaints about the meters, even with those that 
were stamped; and by parties in this room. I never put up any meters but 
stampec ones since the passing of the Sales of Gas Act. I have used dry 
meters lately. The extensions were not made since these complaints got 
rife and strong. I have done nothing since. The last extension of mains 
was made in the spring of this year. It was after complaints had be- 
come general as to the management of the gas-works. I did not improve 
the illuminating power after long and loud complaints had been e JI 
have as nearly as possible always kept the same standard of illuminating 
power. I did not keep a record of it till Mr. Flintoff came here. I kept 
the result of my testing, and the test-book can be produced. I tested 
according to my own convenience, and regularly; not at the time I had 
been using some particular quality of coal. I tested it always at the time 
the consumers were burning the gas; sometimes twice a day. I 
Church and Mann's photometer. Not the Mr. Church you have the honour 
to address—it was a better Church—but Church’s as used in the City of 
London Gas-Works. It is acknowledged by eminent gas engineers to be a 
good instrament, and I selected it. I never tried the gas by any other test. 
The mains I took up I put down in other places; they were far better 
than the new ones that were put down. The new were worse than the 
old. The original mains were very superior, and very heavy. The ex- 
hauster I put up last spring. It was not put up before because the con- 
tractor could not send his men. I put it off three months myself, in con- 
sequence of the uncertain state of things; but I was determined not to be 
drove again, and therefore ordered it to be put up. It increases the pro- 
ductive power of the works by 10 per cent. I believe that to be within 
bounds. I had no exhauster before. The works, when handed over, were 
very good. An account of my ordinary expenditure in keeping up the 
works was taken out of the books. My annual expenditure in repairs of 
apparatus will appear there. There is no general heading for that. The 
gasholder now in use is in capacity 60,000 cubic feet. I did not work the 
smaller one regularly, but, if I had more gas than the larger one would 
hold, I filled the smaller one. I did not rebuild the one that was blown 
down; the remains are there now. We burnt the ammoniacal liquor. 

Mr. Bartow: He means he evaporated the liquor under the furnaces. 

Witness : We put the tar into the dilapidated gasholder for years. We 
sold some every year. We stored it, as I was then engaged with another 


able or unreasonable, let us know? 
Witness referred to the book.] It is 


| gentleman to erect works to manufacture it. We did not dispose of it, 


because we thought it would be more valuable to manufacture it. The 
accumulation of eight years has been stored there—the surplus after what 
has been sold. There is not a great deal of demand for tar. The price was 
3d. per gallon; some of it was sold at 2d. We have had occasion some- 
times to sue for gas-rents. We have not been compelled to compromise 
a frequently by receiving a less sum; I never could take off a farthing, 
and never did. If there hus been a dispute, and the matter has been com- 
puted, I have always met the ——— get it settled, even if I threw off more 
than half. This has been very often; too often, I am sorry tosay. The 
stock I handed over included the coal on the premises. There was a ship- 
load of coals by the Vivid, which was paid for, I believe, by Mr. Thomas 
on account of the new company. These coals were not brought. into 
charges as part of the stock handed over—certainly not. It is an imputa- 
tion, and @ base one, too. Not a knob of any portion of the coals paid for 
by the new company was taken out of the store and used in the works 
before the company took possession. An imputation of this kind is as base 
as it is mean. I do not say that inland coals are better than Mr. Burdon’s 
coals, I say that I tried the pit that was opened, for I wanted to raise 
the illuminating power, and I thought I would try a few of the coals; but 
there is rather a loss in working them as compared with Newcastle. They 
are about the same price. I believe Newcastle coal delivered at the works 


}| was 14s. odd per ton. 


Mr. Lioyp: Now there is another imputation I must ask you about, I 
- ee as an ops a I do - _— at all. Did you — 
en inspecting your meters, put them on for the purpose of registerin, 
Witness : Yes; in advance by some thousands of cubic st onnetinnend 
sometimes not. I did this simply when the meters had ceased to register. 
When this hubbub was in the town, at the end of the quarter I computed the 
bill of the previous quarter of the year before—the corresponding quarter— 





and put the meter on to that amount. Ifthe meter had ceased to register, as 
it did in some few cases, if they burnt 10,000 feet in the corresponding 
quarter of the last year I put it on 10,000, and computed it on that. — 

The Umprre: Would it not have been better to say “ Your meter did not 
register, and I must put on your bill so much” ? : 

ttness: Yes; but just at that time there was such excitement, and I 

wanted to do all I could to heal it. 

Mr. Lioyp: Then, for the purpose of healing it, you put the meters on to 
tell a false tale. 

Mr. Davisow: That is your assumption. Probably, it was less than was 
actually burned. . ; 

The Umprre: How did putting on the meter heal the excitement? 

Witness: It would have caused a greater excitement if I had sent 
in all the bills computed, but if they took it at the meter-register 
they said nothing about it. But what I say is this, that I have never, in 
any instance that I have done it, charged the same amount that they burnt 
the year before—always less. 

The Umprre: Less than they burnt in the corresponding quarter? 


Witness: Yes, by hundreds, and, in some cases, thousands of feet. We |! 


had 25 retorts at work last winter as the maximum. The greatest quantity 
of production in any 24 hours was once over 105,000 feet, but that was 
under very special circumstances. Taking the week's consumption, it 
would be about 90,000 feet per day. The quantity sold and disposed of 
was ascertained from the rental-book. This would not be exactly ascer- 
tained from the meters if there was an account computed. Generally it 
would be obtained in that way. The quantity consumed by the lamps was 
obtained by computation. There were no lamp-meters in use. Meters have 
been adopted, but they told so against the corporation that they ceased to 
have them put up. They showed that they were paying for a er 
tion of 5 feet, and were consuming about 8 feet per hour. Some of the 
purifiers on the premises were not new, we bought them from other gas- 
works, They had been up at Bristol for a few years. The condenser 
is new. The letters which Mr. Burdon wrote are in my. boxes at. Chi- 
chester—they are the only things not consumed. If Mr. Waters had had 
his way, I should not have got them. You must ask Mr. Burdon whether 
the posting bill produced is all “ bosh.” 

Mr. Davison: If you like to put that placard in you can do so to show 
the value of the works. I thought that Mr. Burdon and Mr. Church were 
confederates. br, 

Mr. Luoyp: They were in 1866. (To witness:) I suppose this is all 
“hosh.” Are these statements true? 

Witness : I should think you would hardly ask me. 

Mr. Davison: Will you put it in or not? 

Mr. Luoyp: I have not the slightest objection. 

Mr. Davison: I object to it. 

Witness: 1 think it is fishing in muddy waters. 

Mr. Luoyp: There has been a great deal of agitation, has there not, in 
the town? 

Witness : There always is an tie to gas companies. 
Mr. Flintoff goes there is always a dust, and plenty of it. 

Mr. Luoyp: Who is this Mr. Flintoff ? 

Witness: Mr. Thomas's friend, not mine. 

Mr. Lioyp: A gas agitator, is he not? 

Witness: Yes. ; 

Mr. Penny: Were the 20,170,000 cubic feet ascertained by the station- 
meter? . 

Witness: Yes, 

Re-examined by Mr. Cuerk: I did not consult with Mr. Burdon before I 
destroyed my books. It was not done from temper at the time, but the 
thing had given me much annoyance, and I thought when the award was 
made it was done with. I threw the letters and invoices of fifteen years 
into the boiler furnace. I left a shortly after the conclusion of 
my contract. I afterwards told Mr. Howard, the solicitor for Mr. Burdon, 
that I had destroyed the books, and he was very angry with me about it, 
and said some very harsh things. The quantity of gas made is a matter of 
actual certainty from the station-meter. Last winter it was thrown out of 
work two or three weeks at Christmas, just to relieve the pressure. The 
pressure is ascertained by a gauge. In every subsequent year after the 
first I made a profit, and the works were improving when I left them. The 
maximum charge was 5s. 6d. Mr. Flintoff came about the 16th of January, 
1866. I specially noted the illuminating power that night. It was just 
when the gentlemen who were to form the new limited liability company 
were getting warm. I remember Mr. Tizard, a solicitor, complaining that 
his main-tap was not turned on. A good many complaints sprang up 
Mr. Flintoft's visit. He is rather a stormy petrel—rather xn indicator of 
storms. It is his profession—he lives by it. In Weymouth some few of 
the consumers purchased their own meters. The 105,000 cubic feet per 
day were produced when the retorts were very hot—when they were just on 


Wherever 


the “spurt.” They will each produce on an average, if well worked, 4000 r 


feet per day. Mr. Burdon put up some lamp-meters before I came. 

Mr. BARLow: ‘They were put up by the corporation, I suppose, thinking 
that they did not get 5 feet an hour? 

Witness : They complained that they did not get that quantity, but I 
believe it was proved to their satisfaction that they got a great deal more, 
which is always the case when it is tested. They are 3-light meters. 

Mr. Bartow: Is the Sales of Gas Act adopted by the authorities at 
Weymouth? 

Vitness: Wo. 
Mr. Bartow: Then it was voluntary on your part to fix stamped meters? 
Witness : Yes; there was no obli lo 
Mr. Frederick Waters, examined by Mr. Davison. 

I was clerk to Mr. Church for some years, and up to the time of his 
— in June, 1867, I kept his books in connexion with the making of 
- remember the arbitration after: Mr. Burdon had filed the bill agaist 

r. Church. I had the whole of the books in my hands; none been 
destroyed at that time. They were put into my hands for the purpose of 
giving Messrs, Spice and Paddon every information respecting the ex- 
penses. I entered the results in a cee uced]. I saw the other books 
destroyed afterwards. I have afew books which Mr. Church is not aware 
of, and which I can produce to-morrow. I put down everything that I 
thought was honest and fair. The meter-book showed the quantity of gas 
that was made; and I extracted the quantity for the last seven years, and 
can give them to the arbitrators. I remember when the meter was stopped 
to increase the pressure. The quantity then made was computed at so 
much per day. I believe the meter-book was destroyed. 

Mr. Luoyp understood it was in existence. 

Witness: The rental-book is in existence, and this is the only record I 
have. I got the extract produced from the daily meter-book. I took it 
some time before April, 1867. The book was always in my possession. The 
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foreman took the register each day, and I checked him and entered it daily. 
There were summaries made every quarter, and also yearly. They were 
copied into this book. The last was made in oe for the purpose of the 
settlement of the dispute between Mr. Church and Mr. Burdon. I was 
acting for Mr. Church. There were two register-books, one being kept by 
the foreman. I have no knowledge whether both these were burnt. I had 
them last in my hands on the 27th or 28th of June. I placed them ina 
box for the pur of being burnt. I should have burnt all of them if 
Mr. Church had Jet me. It was optional whether he should take them to 
Chichester. They were useless and done with. Mr. Church was going to 
some other works, either at Chichester or Newport. I suggested to bim 
that he should burn them, and to some extent he adopted my suggestion. 
I knew at that time that this matter was going on, but I considered that 
I had everything in this book. At the time the other arbitration was going 
on the other books were in existence, and were placed before the arbi- 
trators when required. The original was pe before them—the same 
book I have been speaking of as burnt. The check that was put on the 
quantity of gas he ee was this: the foreman’s account was taken at ten 
o’clock in the morning and at six in the evening. Every Saturday morning 
I took the state of the book. 

Mr. Davison: You are quite sure the book was the original and not a 
substituted one ? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Lioyp asked for the book, which was handed in. 


(To be continued.) 


Miscellaneous News. 


CITY OF LONDON GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly General Meeting of this Company was held at their 
Office, Dorset Street, Salisbury Square, on Wednesday, February 5—Roxsert 
ALEXANDER Gray, Esq., in the chair. 
The Szecrerany (Mr. Millar) having read the advertisement convening 
the meeting, the corporate seal of the company was affixed to the register of 
proprietors. The minutes of the half-yearly meeting held in August last 
were read and confirmed. 
The following report and the statements of accounts annexed were then 
presented :— 
Gentlemen,— Your directors have to state that, very shortly after the last half- 
yearly meeting, the select committee of the House of Commons 
to which reference was then made. 




















_ The Cuaramay, in moving the ohgthe of the report, said, gentlemen, | 
it would have been very gratifying to the feelings of the directors if they had 

been able to state to you at this meeting that all parliamentary expenses had 
ceased; but unhappily for us and for all the metropolitan gas companies, 
further proceedings will take ony in the next session, which will certainly 
entail upon us all considerable expense. The corporation of the City of 
‘London have again given notice of their intention to apply to Parliament 
for a bill empowering them to erect works and supply gas within the limits 
of the City. I need not say to you, for you are al oy Be to the subject, 
that such a course of procedure, if sanctioned by the Legislature, would be 
extremely injurious to the existing companies, and I believe you will agree 
with me in regarding these repeated attempts to interfere with our interests 
as extremely discreditable to the corporation. I have yet to learn upon 
what principle of equity a public body of this kind can justify these attacks 
upon private enterprise. Certain it is that, if such proceedings are encou- 
raged, there will soon be an end of all private enterprise, for there is one 
thing we must always keep in recollection, that joint-stock companies carry 
on their business with the capital subscribed by private individuals and at their 
personal risk—a very different thing to trading upon corporate funds without 
control and without personal responsibility. I conceive that it would be an 











This report has been very carefully considered, and while testimony is again 
cheerfully borne to the readiness with which the select committee devoted a con- 
siderable portion of time to the consideration of the subject, your directors feel— 
and this feeling is shared by all the metropolitan gas companies—that they have 
much cause to complain of the conclusions to which the committee arrived. They 
are based on the assumption that the Act of 1860 has failed to afford to the con- 
sumers of in the metropolis the protection to which they are entitled. This 
assumption your directors contend has in no instance been proved, and they submit 
is in direct opposition to the ascertained facts of the case. 


Your directors may further state that the view taken by the metropolitan com- 

anies, as to the relative price and quality at which gas could be supplied by them, 
8 sustained by the fact that the calculations and comparisons of their opponents, 
founded on the basis of the mons and quality of the gas supplied at Liverpool and 
Manchester, have proved to be erroneous, inasmuch as since the presentation of the 
committee’s report in one of these places the price has been advanced, and in the 
other the = reduced, and in many other provincial towns a similar course has 
been found necessary. 


Two bills affecting the general supply of gas to the metropolis have been deposited 
in the House of Commons for this session, one promoted by the corporation of 
London, and the other by most of the metropolitan companies. The first again 
seeks for powers to erect works and to enable the corporation to suppl gas in com- 
petition with the existing companies, or (which was not in their bill of last year) to 
acquire by compulsion or agreement their undertakings or portions of them. To 
this it is confidently anticipated that all joint-stock companies, whose capital has 
been subscribed on the faith of Acts of Parliament, will unite in presenting a 
strenuous opposition. 

The other bill seeks for powers to enable the companies, or any of them, to settle 
among themselves a scheme for amalgamation in accordance with the suggestion 
made by the select committee. This will have to be considered very carefully, and 
it z probable your decision will have at some future period to be taken on the 
subject. 

Your directors are not aware of any circumstance having occurred during the 
half year in connexion with the ordinary working of the concern to which it is 
needful they should call attention. 

The position of the company in relation to the Thames Embankment remains 
unaltered, and your directors have caused two letters to be sent to the editor of the 
Times (one only has appeared before the public) denying the statement put forth 
that the company had, by its ‘‘ extreme views * and “ exorbitant demands,” inter- 
fered with the progress of that undertaking. 

The accounts, duly certified by the auditors, are appended hereto; one item therein 
is unfortunately heavy—viz., bad debts, arising from the failure of the parties who 
had the contract for the tar, and with whom the company had carried on business 
for many years. Apart from this your directors id e favourable, 
and out of the amount of profit now at your disposal, say £17,381 5s. 2d., they 
recommend you to declare a dividend for the half year as follows :— On the A shares 








presented the report | 


Dr. No. 1.—Statement of Profit and Loss, for the Half Year ending Christmas, 1867. Cr. 
To Cost of coals consumed, including porterage . . £24,528 12 11 By Rental. . . 2 6 © © oo» » see 8 
Expenses at works— Coke . 1. «© © « © « £9,100 1 9 
Repair and maintenance . , £2,519 16 2 eG 6s 6 6 ee S BS os 315 5 1 
Tools and implements . s 45113 3 Liquor . es ° 474 7 2 
Purifying material .  . 358 17 0 oT ee eee 1,459 8 0 
Supervision and labour . 8,406 19 11 11,329 2 0 
— 11,737 6 4 Old materisls. . 2. 2 ew ow ew ew oe 2 4412 3 
Expenses in district— Transferfees . 119 0 
Repair and maintenance £1,505 4 7 
Tools and implements . 139 3 0 
Supervision andlabour. . . . 2,469 11 7 
Repair and depreciation of meters 1,511 10 6 
5,625 9 8 
General charges— 
Small disbursements . . ° £284 2 1 
Rents, rates, and taxes. . a 1,286 0 5 
Directors and auditorsfees . . . 654 12 0 
Salaries of secretary and clerks . . 770 0 0 
Stamps, stationery, and printing. . 242 4 «5 
Lawexpenses . , . 190 110 
Parliamentary ditto. 633 19 8 
Bad debts, &c. ‘ 1,435 5 7 
Interest » 1,470 18 2 
—— 6.96619 2 
Bee 2 we FHL os oe 13,205 6 3 
£62,063 14 4 £62,063 14 4 
Balance of profit brought down , « « £13,205 6 3 
Dr. No. 2.—General Balance-Sheet. Cr. 
Ws 6 22:6 75) 5s 2.6. «© 0 © © 6 0 oe. © | ese ee ie ee £413,163 10 2 
Debentures, with interesttodate . .... 61,497 10 0 | Leasehold property. . . « « -— 3,823 10 1 
Contingent-fund. . ... $ ~T 5,360 10 3 ! Amount due for light . ~—e £37,482 1 7 
Mr. Benham’s benevolent-fund wie 1,112 10 0 Ditto coke,&c. . . 64s % 5,429 16 9 
Debts due to sundries . 6° 6 6 Ss S 6% 29,576 18 3 Dene. « «+ 6 « 6 5,694 211 
ee 48,606 1 3 
£493,887 8 6 | Amountofcashonhand ,. ... . £5,65510 7 
Balance carried down— | Ditto pettycash . . . « 6 « e 197 7 
Brought forward from Midsummer, | Ditto bills receivable. . . . . « «+ 448 211 
lessincome-tax , . . . . . £4,175 18 11 — 630014 1 
Half year’s profit, per No.1 . 13,205 6 3 Stock on hand— 
—_———_ 17,381 5 2 Coals,&c. . « « «© « © «© « &21,898 17 9 
Ds 4 6% & & ee: « 2,942 16 2 
en. « 2 6 © - 24,603 4 2 
— 39,374 18 1 
£511,268 13 8 
£511,268 13 8 Balance of profit broughtdown . . . « « +» « »« &17,381 5 2 


and the amount called up on the new shares at the rate of £9 per cent. per annum, 
and on the B shares at the rate of £4 per cent. per annum, the whole to be payable 
free of income-tax. Rosert ALEXANDER Gray, Chairman, 














act of monstrous injustice for gas companies to be liable to find themselves 
thus competed against by public bodies having no responsibility in connexion 
with the funds at their disposal. If such a principle were once ized, 
I should like to know what man would invest his money upon the faith of 
an Act of Parliament. When a joint-stock company is incorporated by Act 
of Parliament they have a just right to expect that the security and privilege 
which it accords to them will remain inviolate so long as those to whom the 
grant is given faithfully discharge the duties entrusted tothem. So far as 
the metropolitan gas companies are concerned, I unhesitatingly say that 
they have most scrupulously adhered to the provisions of their Acts, and, 
that being the case, they have a right to claim from the Government and the 
Parliament of this country that protection for the property they have in- 
vested in these undertakings which was guaranteed to them at the time 
those Acts were passed. It will be an unhappy state of things for this coun- 








try, and the death-blow to all commercial enterprise, if ever the Legislature 
is brought to declare that an Act of Parliament is of no more value than a piece 
of waste paper. Look at the great landed proprietors; I should like to know 
under what tenures they hold their land, except it be under different Acts | | 
of Parliament and grants. Under what sanction has the funded debt of 
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this country been created, but by different Acts of Parliament? But if the 
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property of gas companies, invested on the faith of legislative peewee is to 
be ruthlessly confiscated, I think the day is not far distant when other inte- 
rests will be attacked, and landed proprietors will be subjected to the same 
principle of confiscation. Gentlemen, during the last half year your direc- 
tors have had a very anxious time, while endeavouring in every way in their 
power to protect yout interests. The bill introduced by the Government 
into the House of C last session was a bill the Fee of which 
‘were of the most injurious character. We never should have consented to 
the second reading of that bill but for the arrangement we made with the 
Board of Trade, which was to the following effect :— 

1. Present prices to be charged by each of the companies until the lst of January, 
1869, subject to the opinion of the ittee as to the continuance of an additional 
3d. in outlying districts. 

2. The illuminating power from the Ist of October, 1867, till the lst of January, 
1869, to be not less than 14 candles. 

3. After the lst of January, 1869, price to be 3s. 9d., subject to the provisions 
hereinafter contained. 

4, The illuminating power after the lst of January, 1869, to be 16 candles. 

5. From the Ist of January, 1870, and so on from year to year, on request, either 
by the local authority or by the companies, an arbitrator to resettle the price and 
illuminating power (to be in no case less favourable to the public than under the 
Act of 1860) on such a footing as will on the one hand secure to the public the 
lowest price and highest illuminating power consistent with the payment of the 
dividends prescribed by the Act of 1847, or any special Acts of the several com- 
panies, and will on the other hand enable the companies, with due care and man- 
agement, to make up such dividends, including penalties charged to dividends, but 
excluding any sums taken from reserve- 

A great deal of discussion took place in the committee upon this last pro- 
vision, and several plans for carrying it into effect were suggested by the 
chairman, to none of which we could give our sanction. It is quite right 
you should be informed that in the Gas Clauses Act, 1847, a clause was 
inserted which made provisions for this matter. The 3lst and two following 
clauses of that Act provide that—*‘ If the clear profits of the undertaking in 
any year amount to a larger sum than is sufficient, after making up the de- 
ficiency in the dividends of any previous year as aforesaid, to make a divi- 
dend at the prescribed rate, the excess beyond the sum necessary for such 
purpose shall from time to time be invested in Government or other securities, 
and the dividends and interest arising from such securities shall also be in- 
vested in the same or like securities, in order that the same may accumulate 
at compound interest until the fund so formed amounts to the prescribed sum, 
or if no sum be prescribed, a sum equal to one-tenth of the nominal capital 
of the undertakers, which sum shall form a reserve-fund to answer any 
deficiency which may at any time happen in the amount of divisible 
profits, or to meet any extraordinary claim or demand which may at 
sa time arise against the undertakers; and if such fund be at any time 
reduced it may thereafter be again restored to the said sum, and so from time 
to time as often as such reduction shall happen. Provided always that no 
sum of money shall be taken from the said fund for the purpose of meeting 
any extraordinary claim, unless it be first certified in Engiand or Ireland by 
two justices, and in Scotland by the sheriff, that the sum so proposed to be taken 
is required for the purpose of meeting an extraordinary claim within the mean- 
ing of this or the special Act. When such fund shall, by accumulation or 








|| otherwise, amount to the prescribed sum, or one-tenth of the nominal capital 


of the company, as the case may be, the interest and dividends thereon shall 
no longer be invested, but shall be applied to any of the general purposes of 
the understanding to which the protits thereof are applicable.’’ Those, 
gentlemen, are the provisions contained in the General Act for regulating all 
gas companies. In 1859, as you are aware, the City Gas Company obtained 
an Act of perpetual incorporation. Under our former Act we were un- 
restricted as to,the dividends we might pay, and were at liberty, had we 
chosen, to have divided 30 per cent. But when we went to Parliament in 
1859 we placed ourselves under the regulations of the General Act, which 
were incorporated with our own, and formed part of it. The result of the 








inquiry by the select committee of last session was conveyed to us by the 
jchairman to this effect:—‘*The committee are not satisfied with the offer 
jade on the part of the companies to supply gas to the metropolis at the 
|price of 4s., with an illuminating power of 14 candles. That they are 
|prepared, with the consent of the parties, to insert in the present billa 
|price which, after making adequate allowance for reduced expenditure, 
\shall be calculated to yield, with due care and management, a dividend 
jattaining, or at least approaching, the maximum dividend of the Act 
}of 1847 upon the amount of the share capital already expended under 
|the authority of Parliament. In this case they will insert also in the 
|bill machinery for the periodical revision of the price in conformity with 
| this principle. Failing the acceptance of these proposals, the committee 
will report to the House their opinion that powers for the supply of 
eas ought to be conceded to the local authorities of the metropolis.’ 
| Well, gentlemen, I need hardly say to you that there was every disposition 
,on the part of the gas companies to make every r ble ion with a 
i'view to have the agitation brought to a close, but when Mr. Cardwell, the 
chairman of the select committee, distinctly stated that we should have no 
'reserve-fund to meet inevitable contingencies, and that all penalties for defi- 
jciency of light, from whatever circumstance it might arise, should be taken 
out of your dividends, we felt that we could not consent to place the com- 
| panies in a position of so much peril and danger. The effect of the decision 
jof the committee would have been, if adopted by the Legislature, most 
disastrous to us. For instance, the maximum dividend was to be ‘a divi- 
dend attaining, or at least approaching, the maximum dividend of the Act of 
|1847”’—that is, 10 per cent. ; but, supposing in any one year we were only 
jable to pay the proprietors 4 per cent., according to the view expressed by 
| the committee, we were not to be allowed in the following year to make up any 
portion of that deficiency. That would have been an act of monstrous injustice, 
and, with regard to the companies not having a reserve-fund, I remarked to Mr. 
Cardwell, in a private interview I had with him, that I should like to know 
the position we should be in, in case of accident, without a reserve-fund. 
Why, an accident might hap ina t, from no fault or neglect on 
the part of the company, which would deprive the shareholders of their 
dividend for years to come. And what would be the effect of that upon their 
property? Perfect confiscation; nothing could prevent it. We, therefore, 
could not give our assent to an arrangement of that sort. Now, gentlemen, 
let me for a moment call your attention to the effect which the agitation, so 
long fostered against the gas companies, has had upon our property. In 
1865, the ehares of the Commercial Gas Company were selling at £46 to £48; 
in 1868, arising from nothing else than this shameful agitation, the value of 
them went down to £34. The shares of the City of London Company which, 
in 1865, were realizing £32 and £33, are now down to £22 and £24. The 
Equitable shares which, in 1865, were realizing £85 to £87, are now down 
to £64 and £65. ‘The Chartered shares which, in 1865, were at £80 to £82, 
4are now down to £42. The Great Central shares which, in 1865, were 
fetching £16, are now down to £12. The Imperial shares which, in 1865, 
were at £85 to £87, are now at £61 to £62. The Independent shares which, 
in 1865, were £70 to £72, aro now down to £50, The London shares which, 











in 1865, were £80 to £82, are now £62 to £63. The Phonix shares which, 
in 1865, were £31 to £33, are now down to £25 to £26. The Ratcliff 
shares which, in 1865, were at £35 to £37, are now at £22 to £24. The 


to £70 to £71. The Surrey Consumers shares which, in 1865, were worth 
£16, are now quoted at £12; and the Western shares which, in 1865, 
were at £16, are now at £14, That is the state in which all the metro- 
politan companies are now placed, and this will give you an idea’ of 
the depreciation which has taken place in the value of their property: 
But it cannot be a matter of surprise to any one who has read the evidence 
of some of the witnesses examined before the select committee of last session. 
Mr. Cleminshaw told the committee that if the cost of distribution was pro- 

erly regulated the London gas companies could supply 18-candle gas at 
Be. 6d. per 1000 feet, and pay the maximum dividend of 10 per cent. Mr. 
Evans, the engineer to the Chartered Company, was asked what would be 
the result upon their dividends if they were required to make 18-candle gas 
and supply it at 8s. 6d. He very properly replied, ‘We should have no }j 
dividend at all.”’? And he added, ‘The additional cost to the company to 
make 18-candle gas in the manner proposed by the bill, instead of 14-candle 
gas, would be 1s. 2d. per 1000 cubic feet. The result would be, as it requires 
1s. 4d, profit to pay our 10 per cent., that we should pay no dividend at all ; 
what with the proposed increase in illuminating power and the decrease in 
price, it would be a dead loss to us.” Mr. Innes, the engineer to the Phosnix 
Company, was asked the question, “Do you believe that anything under 

our present price per 1000 cubic feet for 14-candle gas would enable you to 
oe up your present dividend?” He replied, ‘‘ We are quite sure it will 
not.” Then he was asked, ‘‘Now, supposing you were required to give 18- 
candle gas, and to reduce the price from 4s. to 3s. 6d., what would be the 
effect upon your profit?’’ He answered, ‘‘ Our profits would be annihilated, 
as a matter of course. It would do more; it would take from us the 
little reserve that we have. We should be compelled to manufacture 
gas at a loss,” Mr. Beal, who was one of the promoters of the Metro- 
polis Gas Act of 1860, was examined too last session. Hear what he 
says. You know one of the chief grounds upon which the agitators justify 
their present proceedings is that the Act of 1860 has not worked so favourably 
for the public as it ought to have done. Mr. Beal was asked by Mr. Webster 
before the committee of last session, ‘‘ What is your opinion of the operation 
of that Act as regards the requirements of the metropolis?’’ He replied, 
“T should say, in reference to that, that as far as the companies are con- 
cerned, I believe they endeavoured honestly to carry out the provisions of 
that Act; but the vestries have altogether failed to carry out any one of the 
duties which the Act imposed on them. The appointment of chemical 
examiners by the vestries has fallen almost into disuse. In our own vestry 
a chemical examiner, Dr. Lankaster, was ordered to report, but when the 
period came for the money to purchase the apparatus, we failed in obtaining 
the requisite sum. In other vestries where a chemical analyst was appointed, 
he was generally merely a medical officer, having no special qualifications for 
the duties imposed upon him. The vestries had power, under the Metropolis 
Gas Act, of using certain powers contained in the Gas-Works Clauses Act of 
1847, to inquire into the capital of several companies, to enter into an 
analysis of their accounts. On no single occasion have those powers been 
enforced by the vestries with my knowledge.” He was then asked, “As. 
regards price, what do you consider a fair price?’’ He replied, ‘In this 
case I take a very ample test. The City of London offer to supply their 
constituents at 3s. 6d. per 1000, and the Metropolitan Board have offered 
to supply London at the same price, and, with those two advantages 
offered us, I do not think we ought to mention any lower price. They 
have done so under good advice, and with that advice we are satisfied.” 
Mr. Paddon, an engineer connected with the Brighton and Hove Company, 
said, in reply to a question, ‘* Last year we became liable to a reduction to 
3s. 6d, That reduction came into action last June.”” He was asked by Mr. 
Denison, ‘* What has been the effect of the fall in price of 6d. upon your last 
half-year’s dividend?’’ He replied, ‘‘ The effect has been to reduce it from 
10 per cent. earned to about 3} per cent. earned.” Gentlemen, I have given 
you these illustrations of the evidence laid before the committee last session, 
and I ought, perhaps, to apologize for having detained you with them so 
long. I will only just refer again to the evidence of Mr. Cleminshaw, who 
calls himself a practical gas manager, and says he has been acquainted with 
the subject for many years. He told the committee which sat in 1866 that 
under proper regulations 20-candle gas could be supplied in London at 3s. 
per 1000 feet, and pay 10 per cent. profit. But then he assumes that the 
coke in London realizes 163, 8d. per ton as against 6s. 8d. in Manchester, 
and he calculates that this difference is about an equivalent for the in- 
creased cost of coal in London as compared with Manchester. Now, it is 
quite clear that this is a gross misapprehension, and I may appeal to any 
one in the room who is familiar with the details of gas manufacture when I 
say that coke never. does realize 16s. 8d. per ton. But, gentlemen, this is 
just the kind of evidence given to the committee, and I think you 
will agree with me that Mr. Cardwell, as a practical man, ought to have 
been more cautious in receiving such statements. There cannot be a 
shadow of a doubt that he, acting as chairman of the committee on the Great 
Central Company’s bill, was much misinformed as to the cost of manufac- 
turing gas. Relying upon the evidence they then received, the committee 

assed that bill, which, as you know, operated most disastrously upon the 
interests of this company, bringing our shares down from a market value of 
£248 to £76, a reduction from which they never recovered until the Great 
Central Company, finding they could not succeed while selling gas at 4s., 
consented to raise the price to 4s. 6d. But I believe it was this last-named 
circumstance, which produced a strong feeling of dissatisfaction in the cor- 
poration, which led to the introduction of the bill of 1866. The Great Central 
was a creature of their own, and they had most implicit reliance upon that 
company. But I think, as wise mon, the directors, finding they could not 
realize a profit, but were injuring the property of those who had confided in 
them, only did that which they ought to do in raising the price from 4s. to’ 
4s. 6d. There is one thing, however, in connexion with that matter which 
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has always been kept out of view—viz., that, though the Great Central Com- 
pany consented to a 4s. maximum price, the illuminating power in their 
bill was very different to the light we were at the time supplying. There- 
fore there was an excuse for them; but there was no excuse for Mr. Card- 
well, whom I had informed upon the point, that he should take state-|) 
ments of itinerant agitators who trade upon others, and are perfectly 
regardless of the injury they inflict upon our property. I do not know 
what course will be taken by the Government this session, but there 
is one thing you may rely upon our doing, as, indeed, it is our bounden: 
duty to do—viz., we shall watch with the utmost vigilance over your 
interests, and do our best to prevent the passing of any measure which 
would injure the property of this and other companies. The security of 
property is highly necessary; without it no man would invest money in the 
future, and if such a scheme as that of last session were passed those who had 
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former Acts would now bitterly regret that their confidence had been 
so recklessly betrayed. Just look at the manner in which gas companies 
have been vituperated. I can say with confidence—not, however, desiring 
to compliment the directors, but simply as stating a matter of fact—that 
as companies have never been uilty of falsifying their reports; they 
Cire never given their shareholders more than what they are entitled 
to—a fair return upon their capital; whereas, look at the manner in 
which some railway companies have conducted their affairs. But they 
mix us all up in the same cauldron, and suppose, because the proceedings of 
some companies are questionable, therefore all companies are not so honest as 
they should be. But, gentlemen, I am sure you will believe me when I tell 
you that I, associated with my worthy colleagues, would rather not pay you 
a dividend at all than pay you one that was not honestly earned. So long as 
we enjoy the confidence of our constituents, that is the policy we shall 
always pursue; and I hope the day is not far distant when the struggle 
in which we have so long been engaged will be brought to aclose in the 
interests of the companies, while doing full and ample justice to the claims of 
the public at large. I thank you, gentlemen, for your kind attention to m 
remarks. I hope I have not said more than it was my duty tosay. I thin 
[ have told you all that we ourselves know. I always consider that it is the 
bounden duty of all persons entrusted with the administration of the affairs of 
others to keep their constituents as well acquainted with the position of those 
affairs as they themselves are ; and it is with this view I have ventured to 
trespass so long upon your time and attention to-day. I beg now to move— 
“ That the half-yearly report of the directors just read be received and 
adopted.” 

r. BrusHFIELD: There is a very awkward feature in your accounts to- 
day, sir, and that is the loss upon tar. I should like to know for how iong a 
period that account had been running, because the amount seems a rather 
large one. 

The Secretary: It was a six months account, The half-yearly account 
of the contractor for our tar averaged about £1700, and this was an account 
for the two winter quarters. 

Mr. BrusHFIELp: And is the whole lost? 

The Secretary: There will be an absolute loss of £1036. 

The CuatrMaNn: You are quite right in asking the question, because it 
might have been supposed the directors had been negligent, and allowed the 
amount to accumulate. 

Mr. Brusurretp: I beg leave to second the resolution moved by the 
chairman for the adoption of the report, which is a very excellent one. I 
look upon our excellent friend who occupies the chair as the person who 
always gives us the best information respecting the proceedings of the gas 
companies, and of everything in connexion with them, or relating to their 
interests. I hope Mr. Gray may long occupy his present position, as I am 
sure he will long enjoy the confidence and respect of all who know him. 
The shareholders must, I am sure, feel under obligations to him for the 
statements which he has made, and which so elearly indicate the position of 
this and other metropolitan companies. Referring to the evidence given 
before the select committee, of which he has given us some specimens, I must 
say it does appear strange that people can be found to believe such state- 
ments, and strange that any persons who have the slightest knowledge of 
gas manufacture should listen to such statements as are made by Mr. Bon- 
tems, Mr. Rogers, and Mr. Flintoff, without at least seeking to arrive at the 
real facts of the case. Now, sir, it seems to me that it is really, after all, 
very much a gas consumers question. At the present moment there is a lull 
in the agitation—the spirit of antagonism to the companies seems to be more 
at rest—and I think it would be a wise thing on the part of the large gas con- 
sumers if they were to take up this question for themselves, and investigate 
the truth of the statements which have been so freely made by these gas agi- 
tators. For as sure as they are born—and I say it advisedly, and from a consi- 
derable knowledge of the subject—if the consumers put confidence in these men, 
and succeed in doing as they want them to do—viz., get rid of the companies 
jand place the gas-works of London in the hands of the Metropolitan Board 
of Works and the corporation, they will find before long that they have made 
a very serious mistake. Therefore I say it is a most important question for 
the gas consumers, especially the large consumers, and they ought in justice 
to themselves, if not to the gas companies, to investigate the facts for them- 
selves, You tell them one thing, Mr. Cleminshaw, Mr. Flintoff, and Mr. 
Rogers tell them quite another thing, and I think they would do well to 
weigh the facts before they let the palm go out of their own hands, for if they 
once lose it they will find it too late to recover their position. The followers 
of the late Johanna Southcote were promised, for the consideration of half 
a guinea, a seat in the next world. Poor creatures! they never knew how 
they had been deceived till they came to die, and then it was too late to call 
the old woman to account. It will be just the same here if the statements 
which are so freely made are received and acted upon. Well now, sir, the 
gas companies are engaged in a business which is certainly a dangerous 
one, one that is highly precarious and which wants more watchfulness 
than any other business we could name, and they are bound and fettered 
with the Act of 1860, to say nothing of anything else. I should like to 
ask these agitators whether the companies have not, in every sense of 
the word, been perfectly loyal in carrying out the provisions of that 
Act? It is a most singular thing—and I wish the people of London 
who hear so much talk about the doings of the gas companies 
would look at the fact for themselves—that there has not been a single 
penalty inflicted upon any of the companies for a breach of the provisions of 
that Act. Why, sir, if that is the case, it is a somewhat singular thing that 
these people should desire to get rid of that Act. The Metropolis Gas Act 
adopts as a principle that no company shall divide more than 10 per cent. 
The Legislature recognized the right of those who carry on a precarious trade 
to receive 10 per cent. be ny their investment, but so far as the metropolitan 
companies are concerned it altered the general law, and instead of allowing 
them to make up any deficiency in that rate of dividend from the origin of 
the undertaking, it limited the payment of arrears to a period of six years, 
Surely it must be in the interests of the consumers that this Act should stand. 
I believe, for my own part, that it is as just an Act as ever was passed, not 
only for gas proprietors, but for gas consumers generally. The effect of that 
Act would be to secure for the latter a reduction in the price of gas if the 
companies were not continually being subjected, through the proceedings of 
these agitators, to the payment of such heavy expenses in the defence of their 
rights. I believe if the proceedings of the companies were not interfered 
with, and provided the cost of coals and other articles required in the manu- 
facture remained at the same price, it would not be long before all the com- 
panies would be in a position to reduce the price of gas considerably. But 
while we are continually exposed to heavy parliamentary expenses the thing 
is impossible. I see from the accounts that the parliamentary expenses last 
half year were upwards of £600. 

The CHAIRMAN: The last parliamentary campaign cost the companies 
£17,000, ne of what was spent by other parties. 

Mr. BRusHFIELD: These agitators would not thrive as they do but that 
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there appears to some people’s minds to be a mystery in the manufacture of | 
gas. It is this mystery which enables them to gull the public, and we) 
know the old ballad says— 
The man that is gulled never harbours a doubt, 
But is easily gulled to the close ; 
So a bull, if you just hook him through by the snout, 
May be afterwards led by the nose. 

It is because these agitators are able to gull the public, and are always hold- 
ing out the inducement of some supposed advantage, that they get listened 
toatall. But, sir, despite of all their misrepresentation and calumny, I do not 
think much evil will come to the gas companies. I believe that people are 
beginning to think more quietly and candidly upon the subject. Many 
persons that I have recently spoken to, and some who are connected with! 
the corporation, utterly repudiate their proceedings; and I venture to hope, 
notwithstanding some dark forebodings, that brighter days are before the 
companies. Iam quite sure, if we could get the consumers themselves to 
look into the matter, we have nothing to fear from their examination. I have 
great confidence in the old English spirit of fair play. I believe that we are 
not without it in the metropolis, and that when the consumers are brought 
to see things in their proper light they will be ready to do full justice to the 
companies, and put them in such a position as they deserve to be; so that 
while, on the one hand, they are able to conduct their operations to the ad- 
vantage of the public, they will be able to secure for their shareholders that 
return for their capital which, considering the risks of the business in which 
they are engaged, is but a fair and moderate remuneration. 

Mr. Doane said he had seen in the newspapers an account of some experi- 
ments at the Government works at Woolwich, in which, by an admixture of 
bitumen with coal, gas of a greatly increased illuminating power had been 
obtained. It was stated that the Secretary of State for War had ordered 300 
tons of this bitumen for gas-making purposes. This seemed an important 
matter, and he (Mr. Doane) was desirous to know whether the attention of 
the directors of this company and of their engineer had been drawn to these 
experiments, and the possibility of obtaining good results in practice from the 
use of bitumen. If the statements which he had scen in print were correct, 
the companies would not be so dependent upon cannel coal as they had been. 
The general tendency of gas legislation at the present time seemed to lie in 
the direction of increasing the standard of illuminating power; and if the 
companies could obtain 16-candle gas by an admixture of bitumen, it seemed 
to be an important matter for consideration. Passing to the accounts, he 
wished to ask what sum the payment of a 9 per cent. dividend would take. 
As he understood, the amount of profit now divisible was £17,381, but the 
amount realized during the last half year was only £13,200. Another ques- 
tion he would ask was whether the company were not supplying gas to the 

ublic of a greater illuminating power than was required by the Act of Par- 

iament. If so, the company ought to have credit for it. } 

The CHAmMAN said, with regard to illuminating power, the gas supplied 
by the company was very much in excess of the parliamentary standard ; in 
fact they were giving 14 candles instead of 12. With reference to the use of 
bitumen, he might state that the directors bad had a knowledge of the matter 
for the last twenty years. It came from Trinidad, and he believed upon ex- 
periment it would be found to cost twice as much as the price of the material 
at present employed. He understood that some experiments with it were 
being tried by the Chartered Company, but it was doubtful whether there 
would not be a serious loss from the use of it. Mr. Cochrane obtained 
his information from Lord Dundonald, a great experimenter, and that which | 
at Woolwich was now being worked was that with which gas companies | 
were acquainted many years ago, although it had not been thought desirable 
to adopt the plan. There seemed to be a very erroneous view of the cost of 
transit. It had been assumed that, in proportion to the quantity brought 
over to England, the freight would become less, whereas there could be no 
doubt the contrary effect would be produced. He did not anticipate any- 
thing would arise from the experiments referred to; but if the directors 
found that bitumen could be properly used, they would not be backward in 
availing themselves of it. 

Mr. Warp said there was no doubt the experiments showed that bitumen 
possessed some valuable qualities, but there was a great quantity of water 
present in it which largely added to the cost of freight, so that at present it 
would not pay. There was no doubt that gas—good gas—could be made 
from it, but the cost was too great. 

Mr. WitLovucHBy wished to say a few words upon a matter which, 
though slightly referred to in the report, had been altogether omitted 
from the remarks of the chairman. The report mentioned incidentally 
that a bill was about to be brought into Parliament by this and other 
companies of the metropolis, for the purpose of effecting an amalga- 
mation of their several undertakings. e could not help thinking 
that while discussing the past history of the company they should 
look a little to the future, and this bill was a very important one, because it 
proposed to do away with this company as a separate concern, and to amalga- 
mate it with the other companies supplying the City of London. He was, 
therefore, rather surprised that the chairman had not drawn special atten- 
tion to the matter. The next general meeting of the proprietors would not 
take place before the beginning of August, by which time the bill might 
have become law. He presumed that a special general meeting would be 
called to consider its provisions; but such meetings were not usually called 
till the last moment, when there was not much opportunity for discussion. 
On a former occasion when he was present at a half-yearly meeting of pro- 

rietors there was a bill for an amalgamation of this company with another | 
before Parliament, and he ventured to express an opinion adverse to the | 
scheme. He knew that he was regarded a very Radical for the opinions he | 
then uttered, but singularly enough his opinion was so far endorsed that the | 
bill was subsequently withdrawn. He cordially agreed with the remarks | 
that had been made that day respecting their worthy chairman, whose 
energy and unswerving integrity he greatly admired; and therefore it was 
that he considered the company had better remain as they were, and not| 
lose the valuable services of Mr. Gray. With regard to the Corporation Bill, 
he hoped the opposition to it would be conducted next session in a better 
way than it was Jast year. He did not mean to insinuate that the directors 
did not do their duty, for he believed they were constantly engaged in watch- 
ing the bill. He referred to the non-att of , and could not 
help feeling the matter was not being properly attended to, as too frequently, 
in going into the committee-room, there was a number of red bags upon the 
table but nobody behind them. He hoped in this respect there would be a 
little more attention to the interests of the proprietors next session. 

The CHAIRMAN said the honourable proprietor was quite right in calling 
attention to the proposed amalgamation bill. It must be remembered that 
the companies were only carrying out in this respect the recommendations of 
the select committee of last session, based upon the following agreement 
come to with the Board of Trade:—‘‘Forthwith, after the passing of this 
Act, the companies shall take proceedings to effect an amalgamation, with a 
view to there being not more than four companies, and shall report the 
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result to the Board of Trade, who may hear any objections and suggest 
amendments; and if the companies do not adopt such suggestions, the same 
shall be heard before and determined by the Queen in Council, and the 
amalgamation so settled shall be final and binding as if enacted by Parlia- 
ment. If no amalgamation, &c., be reported within six months, the Board 
of Trade to appoint three commissioners to effect amalgamation on the like 
principle as to number of companies, with full powers to examine books and 
officers, and other opener. and proper powers, and the scheme of the com- 
missioners to be final and binding as if enacted by Parliament. Amalgama- 
tion may comprise proper compensation to holders of abolished offices.” 
Notice for a bill in accordance with this agreement had been given, but as 
yet the matter was in an incipient state, and he was not able to say what 
course would be adopted. The proprietors, however, might rest assured that 
every opportunity would be afforded them at a fitting time to express an 
opinion on the measure to be submitted to Parliament. 

Mr. WaLmIsLey said it struck him that the companies were in a very 
critical paves of their existence, and that it was desirable for the proprietors 
to do all in their power to promote an amalgamation scheme, so as to reduce 
as far as practicable the expenses of management, and promote the utmost 
efficiency. He had the greatest confidence in the board of this company, and 
felt persuaded that their careful consideration would be given to the subject. 
Mr. Warp said, as a matter of parliamentary practice, the proper mode of 
proceeding, when notice of an adverse bill like that of the corporation was 
given, was to prosecute a bill for themselves, so as to give Parliament an 
opportunity of legislating upon that instead of upon the other. 

r. BRUSHFIELD agreed with Mr. Willoughby in not desiring an amalga- 
mation—he would rather the companies remained as they were—but the 
scheme, in some form or another, was forced upon them. Although the 
honourable proprietor seemed to think but slight notice was taken of the 
matter on this occasion, he (Mr. Brushfield) might state as a fact that their 
worthy chairman, with his extreme modesty, might have felt it was too deli- 
cate a subject to enlarge upon—viz., that he and the chairmen of the other 
companies had for a long time past held weekly meetings to discuss the best 
course of proceeding, and that they had been very anxiously engaged in en- 
deavouring to fix upon a proper basis for such an arrangement. 

The CHarRMAN, replying to a former question by Mr. Doane, said the 
profits of the last half year were not sufficient to pay the dividends recom- 
mended in the report, but there was a balance of £4000 brought forward from 
Midsummer last which was available, and, after payiog the present dividends, 
there would be a balance of about £2000 still carried forward. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. BrusHFiELp moved the following resclution—‘‘ That, agreeably to 
the recommendations contained in this day’s report of the board of directors, 
a dividend out of the profits of the concern, for the half year ending at 
Christmas last, be now declared as under :—‘‘On the A and new shares at 
the rate of £9 per cent. per annum, and on the B shares at the rate of £4 per 
cent. per annum ; the whole to be payable, free of income-tax, at the com- 
pany’s office, on the first Tuesday in April next, and on each succeeding 
Friday and Tuesday, between the hours of twelve and one o'clock.” 

Mr. WHITE seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Mr. Lewis, in a few appropriate remarks, moved the thanks of the pro- 
prietors to the chairman, deputy-chairman, and directors, for their continued 
attention to the interests of the company, which was seconded by Mr. WuiTE, 
and cordially adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN, Deputy-CHammman (Mr. Hadland), and Mr. Warp 
severally acknowledged the vote. 

On the motion of Mr. Lavancuy, seconded by Mr. Fenn, thanks were 
also voted to the auditors for their services. 

Mr. J. T. HapLanp acknowledged the vote for himself and Mr. Fortescue. 

Mr. BRusHFIELD moved a vote of thanks to the secretary and the other 
officers of the company, and said he believed that if any company in London 
= more blessed with good officers than another it was the City Gas 

mpany. 

The CHAIRMAN said the last remark of the honourable proprietor only 
verified the old adage, that ‘‘ Good masters make good servants.”” He most 
cordially concurred in the vote now proposed, and would say in the presence 
of the secretary, as he would have said had he been absent, that he was 
theroughly entitled to the confidence and respect of the shareholders. 

The SEcRETARY said, on the ene of the officers generally, be felt much 
pleasure in acknowledging the kind manner in which Mr. Brushfield had 
proposed the vote, and for the very courteous terms in which he had spoken 
of their services. He was not indisposed to endorse the observations made 
by the chairman, for he believed the efficient officers of the company had 
been made so by the treatment they had always received at the hands of 
the board. 

On the motion of Mr. Lewis, seconded by Mr. LAVANCHY, a special vote 
of thanks was given to the chairman, which having been briefly acknow- 
ledged, the proceedings terminated. 











IMPERIAL AUSTRIAN GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of this Company was held at the 
London Tavern, on Friday, Feb. 7—Mr. S. Beaumont in the chair—to 
consider a motion of which notice had been given for winding up the 
company. 

Mr. Lax (solicitor) read the advertisement convening the meeting. 

Mr. Dosson (the late chairman of the company) inquired: Have we no 
secretary ? 

The CHARMAN: No. 

Mr. Doxsson: And no solicitor? 

The CuHarmMan: Mr. Lake is the solicitor. 

Mf. Dosson: Is Mr. Sharpe dismissed from his office ? 

The CHalRMAN: Mr. Sharpe is not the solicitor. 

Mr. Doxzson: Then he has been dismissed ? 

The CHainMAN: Mr. Sharpe does not continue to be the solicitor. 


the directors have dismissed him, I presume he must still be the solicitor. 

The CuairMan: The directors have appointed Mr. Lake solicitor. 

Mr. Doxnson : And dismissed Mr. Sharpe, because the office is full till Mr. 
Sharpe is dismissed—there is no vacancy. 

The CHAIRMAN said, in moving the resolution of which notice was given 
in the advertisement calling this extraordinary meeting, be thought it right, 





of recommending a change in the direction, have advised the immediate 
winding up of the concern. The information they received from the late 
board had led him to believe that the company was by no means hopelessly 
insolvent, and the report issued by them iu April stated in terms that the 
operations of the company, though spread over a much more limited area 
than the directors had hoped, were then upon a sound basis, and might 





Mr. Donson: Mr. Sharpe was the solicitor of the company, and unless | 


on behalf of the four new members of the board, to state that if, in April | 
last, they had known the real position of the company, they would, instead | 


| be conducted so as to realize a dividend upon the capital invested. 
| This paragraph coincided with the representations made to his solicitor, 
Mr. Lake, and, acting upon these, a letter was written in March last 
| explaining the changes proposed, and undertaking that fresh capital should 
| be brought into the concern. -This would have been done, and the unpaid 
| calls of the Austrian shareholders would have been, at least partially, re- 
covered, if the statements in the report had turned out even approximately 
true. On further investigation the newly appointed directors learned that 
the representations upon which they had relied were baseless. The meters 
supplied by the London Meter Company, which has since gone into liquida- 
tion, were so bad that they all required renewal, both at Baden and St. 
Poélten, and the net income was not sufficient to pay either the interest on 
the debentures, the rent of the late offices, or the smallest current expenses. 
Moreover the concession at St. Pélten had not been and was not yet signed. 
The directors had ascertained that the company’s engineer had not approved 
of the report issued in April last, and that he considered himself in no way 
responsible for the paragraph which he (the chairman) had quoted. The 
new board felt, as they had stated in their report of November last, that their 
functions were rather those of investigation than of administration, and that 
to coreg to resuscitate the company in the face of the embarrassments 
created by the mismanagement of the late board was a hopeless task. In 
addition to the English difficulties, actions were pending in Austria at the 
suit of Messrs. Klein and Dr. Dieusth, which had never been brought 
under the notice of the shareholders, and the directors understood that 
the towns of Wels and Gorz were suing for penalties for non-completion 
of the works, The information which had been communicated to them 
was so meagre that they thought it desirable to send a person out to 
Austria to inspect the works, and report to the board. Much valuable 
information was thus obtained, both about the works and the company’s 
affairs. As regarded the arrears of calls due from Austrian shareholders, the 
directors were advised not to take any legal steps in the matter, as the com- 
pany, according to Austrian law, would only incur expense and could not 
succeed. This advice coincided with that which they had received from 
other sources. They thought, however, something might be received from 
legal proceedings in England, should circumstane:s zerimit such proceedings 
to be taken. In justice to themselves he would now lay before the share- 
holders a statement of what had been done during the present directors 
tenure of office. He must first observe that the present directors had received 
no remuneration whatever. ‘lhe late directors received £1549 19s. 9d. in 
cash, and £1250 in shares, an amount so large as to call forth the comment 
of the Master of the Rolls on the hearing of Mr. Cohen’s petition. The new 
board felt it to be their duty to refuse to recognize the allotment of shares 
made by the late directors to themselves, and they sent notice of this to 
the directors in question. They were happy to be able to state that the 
company’s engineer, had returned the whole of the shares received by him 
as part of his remuneration, and had refused to accept any payment for his 
professional services, or in respect of the trouble undertaken by him as arbi- 
trator throughout the lengthened disputes with Mr. Maw, and more recently 
with Mr. Porter. They had found it absolutely necessary to procure funds 
for current expenses, and on his (the chairman’s) personal guarantee their 
account at the bank had been allowed to be overdrawn to the extent of £376 17s. 
The secretary’s salary was reduced from £150 to £50, and in December last 
his services were altogether dispensed with. The office in Gracechurch Street 
they found had been let in January, 1867, to Mr. Burt, and the furniture 
sold to him. Unbappily, however, no care was taken to ascertain the solvency 
of the tenant, to whom possession was given without any security for the 
rent or the price of the furniture, and he had since turned out wholly insol- 
vent. Though judgment had been obtained against him for £170, only £50 
had been received from him, which did not amount to the price of the furni- 
ture. The present directors had succeeded in making an arrangement with 
the Queen Insurance Company to take the premises off their hands in the 
event of the resolution to wind up the company being adopted. At the time 
of the last meeting litigation was in progress with Mr. Cohen, to recover the 
arrears of calls due by him. The litigation ended in favour of the company, 
and Mr. Cohen had agreed to pay the amount by instalments; £70 was still 
due from him. The dispute with Mr. Porter, the contractor for the Baden 
works, was referred to an arbitrator, who had awarded £2850 in full 
satisfaction of all his claims; and the board were advised that this was a 
compromise which, under the circumstances of the case, they ought to sanc- 
tion. The board had been obliged to incur some legal and other expenses, 
but these had been confined within the narrowest limits, and would not form 
a serious item. As mentioned in the last report, the new directors had 
cow a petition to the Court of Chancery, and Mr. H. T. Edwards 

ad been appointed provisional liquidator. This petition, in accordance with 
instructions, stood over until after this meeting; and, should the share- 
holders pass the resolution for winding up, Mr. Edwards would be pro- 
posed as liquidator, and the winding up conducted under the supervision 
of the court. Looking at the future, the directors thought the best 
course for the shareholders would be to make some arrangements to re-form 
the present company, or to establish a new company to purchase the St. Pélten 
and Baden works, and that the scheme for that purpose should be submitted 
for the approval of the court. It would be necessary that the shareholders in 
the new company should pay a call in proportion to the number of shares 
they held, so as to form a fund for the purchase of the works and the 
satisfaction of the claims on the present company. If such an arrange- 
ment were agreed to unanimously the cost of liquidation would be con- 
siderably reduced. In conclusion he moved the resolution of which formal 
notice had been given—*‘ That it has been proved to the satisfaction of this 


business, and that it is advisable to wind ur the same voluntarily.” 

Mr. REvTER seconded the resolution. 

Major Suarr asked whether the statement made by the chairman had 
| received the approval of the present directors. 
| The CHArRMAN said it had received the approval of the four new directors 

—Mr. Schacht, Mr. Reuter, Mr. Pontifex, and himself. 
Ra 4 gee asked whether Mr. Pontifex had ever attended a meeting of 
the board. 

The CuarkMAN said he had not; he had not been in London, but he had 
| seen the report. 

Mr. BuLKLey, as an old director and a member of the new board, desired 
to say a few words with respect to the position he held, especially as a con- 
siderable difference of opinion existed upon the subject. He did not endorse 
in any way the reperts circulated among the shareholders; in fact, he had 
thought it necessary to write to Mr. Beaumont, to the effect that it must not be 
considered as the report of the directors. He need scarcely say that he could 
not so far have stultified himself as to allow himself to be one of a committee 
| to investigate his own acts, and he thought the charges which Mr. Beaumont 
had brought against the old board were rather too severe, considering the 
position which Mr. Beaumont himself had all along occupied. As he (Mr. 
' Bulkley) told Mc. Beaumont, a few days previously, he had had a representa- 
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tive at the board, and considering that his interest in the concern was very 
large, it was quite right he should have. But from that circumstance he had 
had every opportunity of making himself acquainted from time to time with 
the affairs of the company. More than that, before the change took place 
Mr. Beaumont’s solicitor was in constant communication with the directors, 
and had every facility afforded him for finding out what was its real position. 
It was, therefore, too bad for the new board to say that they considered 
themselves only a committee of investigation. Moreover, on behalf of the 
directors, he might add that they did not abandon office because they con- 
sidered themselves incapable of managing the affairs of the company, or that 
they considered the affair was a sinking ship. It was rather Mr. Beaumont’s 
own suggestion that they should vacate office, and a letter circulated amongst 
the shareholders by him was the principal reason for their doing so. That 
letter held out hopes that, in such an event, new capital would be intro- 
duced, and the old directors considered that that would be very advantageous 
tothe company. It was on this account that the four gentlemen who had 
recently issued an address to the shareholders retired from the board. With 
respect to the present position of the company, he certainly must say that 
things seemed about as disastrous as they could be. It became evident to him, 
soon after the new board was formed, that a liquidation was imminent ; that it 
was simply a question of time, for it was quite impossible to go on with the funds 
at their disposal. He did not know that it was now at all necessary to trace 
the history of the company. He had a strong feeling as to what the original 
causes of failure were, but those things occurred a long time ago, and it was 
not worth while diving into them at the present moment. As to their pre- 
sent position, he thought nothing but a winding up was possible. There 
were no funds available for carrying on the business; the reports they re- 
ceived from their agents, if they were to be relied on, were very unfavour- 
able, and caused him to be much disappointed at the opinion their engineer 
had expressed in reference to the works. He thought if fresh capital could 
have been introduced when the change in the board took place, all this 
might have been averted. Of course, the most serious point under consider- 
ation was the arbitration with Mr. Porter for the work he had done. He (Mr. 
Bulkley) thought he was almost justified in saying that a year ago Mr. 
Porter would have been perfectly willing to settle those claims upon the 
basis of receiving debentures and shares, but of course now that the company 
was going into liquidation any award must be settled in cash. Whether that 
award was given by consent, or whether the arbitrator, after hearing both 
sides, gave that award in Mr. Porter’s favour, he was unable to decide; but 
he thought the shareholders present would agree with him that there was 


|| now nothing for the company but to go into liquidation. He believed the best 


thing would be for the shareholders to form themselves into a committee to 
consider whether they could devise some scheme for the purchase of the 
works and the organization of a smaller company, and thus endeavour to 
| recoup themselves in a measure. 

Mr. Keywoktu said, as the question had been asked whether the remarks 
read by the chairman expressed the opinion of the board, he might state that 
so far as those remarks reflected upon the old directors, he did not concur in 
them. He believed that they worked hard, but that they had a most unfortu- 
nate business to deal with. He was induced to give his voice for the chenge 
iu the direction on the understanding held out by Mr. Beaumont that fresh 
capital would be brought into the concern; but that result had not been 
attained. He considered that the only course now open to the shareholders was 
to wind up and afterwards reconstitute the company, but whether that should 
be in the form recommended in the report he could not say. Every share- 
—, ought to have the opportunity of joining the new company who 
pleased. 

Major Svart said the — read by the chairman was, it appeared, not 
the report of a majority of the board, because Mr. Pontifex bad never been in 
a position to be a director. One of the principal reasons which he (Major 
Suart) had for acquiescing in the change of direction was that he believed 
Mr. Pontifex, a man of thorough knowledge and experience, and thoroughly 
acquainted with the business of gas companies, was to be a member of the 
new board. But, from a letter he then held in his hands, he found that Mr. 
Pontifex had never been in a position to be a director. From the beginning 
he declared to Mr. Lake, the directors solicitor, that it was impossible to 
attend, and it appeared that he became a director under a total misapprehen- 
sion. The report just issued resolved itself into a report of three people. 
The fact that Mr. Pontifex could not act was kept from the shareholders, 
although the board knew that he came there as a “dummy” director. The 
whole of their proceedings were irregular. There was no secretary, no soli- 
citor, no office. No wonder that the business had fallen through. 

Mr. Doxson said, although the chairman had thrown broadcast, charges of 
mismanagement on the part of the old board, he did not think Mr. Beaumont 
could put bis finger upon a single item of mismanagement. 

Mr. CoHEN said at the time the prospectus was issued it was stated that 
one of the works which had been purchased was not in a good condition, and 
was to be returned to the vendors. 

Mr. BuLKLEy said that referred to the works at Kronstadt. The works 
were purchased by the company and then they were advised by their engi- 
neer they were so bad they would require to be reconstructed. The terms of 
purchase were that the vendors should take them back at the same price. 

Mr. Conen: Why was not that investigated beforehand ? 

Mr. BuLkiey: They were taken on the condition that they should satisfy 
the company’s engineer. They did not satisfy him, and so they were 
returned. 

The CHArRMAN said the only remark he had to make in reply to Mr. 
Dobson and Mr. Bulkley was, that if the late directors would refer to the 
printed report of what he said in April last, they would find that he distinctly 
stated he considered the duties of the new board to be the functions of a com- 
mittee of investigation. With respect to what had, not inappropriately, been 
alluded to, the fact that he had had a representative on the old board in the 
person of his cousin, he had only to remark, with regret, that bis cousin 
seemed as unfit to manage.a gas company as every other of the late directors. 
When he formed that opinion of his cousin’s untitnees for the management of 
a gas company, he advised him to retire, but he remained on the board for 
many months against that advice. 

Major Suarr said an observation had been made about the paid-up 
shares allotted to the late directors. They were perfectly willing that those 
shares should be cancelled, as they stated in their circular and at the last 
meeting. 

Mr. Lake remarked that the condition of their being cancelled was that 
the claims of the old directors should revive. 

Mr. Youn said the old directors took the shares instead of allowing their 
claim to remain against the company. He denied that in doing so they had 
acted wrongly, and insisted that they had every right to allot such shares. 
| They publicly avowed that they had done it; but if there was the slightest 
, objection, they were perfectly willing to give up those shares. He did not 
see that they could do more. 
| On the resolution being put, 








Major Suanrr said the fact that the winding up was to be under the super- 
vision of the court had been left out of the resolution. 

Mr. Lake said the resolution was in the terms of the advertisement, which 
was issued before that course was determined on. 

Major Suart moved that words to that effect be added. 

Mr. Lake said he was afraid it could not be done, as the terms of the 
resolution to be proposed had gone out. 

Mr. Epwarps concurred in that view, but said the shareholders might 
express an opinion upon it afterwards, which would have the same effect. 

r. BULKLEY said the winding up could be brought under the supervision 
¢ the court at any time, and he thought it much better that it should be 
lone. 

The motion was then put, and the CuarrMAN declared it to be carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. SHarre moved, and Mr. Keywortu seconded— That Mr. Henry 
Threlkeld Edwards be, and he is, hereby appointed liquidator for the purpose 
of winding up the affairs of the company and distributing the property.’’ 

Mr. Dosson moved, as an addition to the resolution, that Mr. C. Beckley 
be associated with Mr. Edwards in the liquidation. 

The amendment was accepted by the mover, and the motion, as altered, 
was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. REvTER desired to make a few remarks before the proceedings termi- 
nated. Much stress had been laid upon the promise of the new directors that 
new capital should be introduced to assist the company to carry on their 
works. He was one of the new directors, and as a man of business he looked 
into the balance-sheet on being appointed on the board. When he ascer- 
tained upon such investigation that out of a capital of £52,000 the loss by 
concessions and caution-money paid amounted to nearly £42,000, he felt that 
he could not honestly recommend his friends to invest money in the concern. 
He was quite sure that no man of right feeling would feel himself justified in 
asking any one to put a farthing in the company. 

Mr. Donson remarked that a great portion of the £42,000 was not paid in 
money but in shares, 

Mr. Revrer said, in making the remarks he had made, he wished to do 
justice to the old directors. He was perfectly persuaded that there was no 
act of dishonesty on their part. The fact was they did not know their busi- 
ness, or they were misled by their agents. He bad repeatedly stated to the 
new board that he did not cast any slur upon the old directors; he believed 
they had undertaken a very difficult task which they were not capable of 
managing. 

Mr. Epwarps thought the shareholders should express some opinion as to 
whether the company should be wound up under the supervision of the 
court. Personally, he was strongly in favour of such a course ; especially in 
na the present, where there were arrears of calls by persons residing 
abroad. 

After some conversation on the subject, 

It was moved by Mr. YounG, seconded by Major Suaxt, and resolved— 
“That the company be wound up under the supervision of the court.” 

This terminated the business of the extraordinary meeting, and, on the 
invitation of the chairman, the shareholders remained to deliberate (with 
closed doors) as to what course should be taken for reconstituting the 
company. 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Court oF Common Councin, GUILDHALL, THURSDAY, Fes. 6. 

At the Meeting of the Court this day—the Right Honourable the Lorp 
Mayor presiding, _ . 

Mr. Bontems, chairman of the special Gas Committee, brought up the 
following report :— 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 

of London, in Ci Council bled. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, of your special Gas Committee, to 
whom, on the 28th day of November last, it was referred to consider the allegations 
of the petition of delegates repr ting several parishes of the metropolis, presented 
to your honourable court relative to the supply of gas; and to whom, on the 23rd day 
of January inst., were referred the following bills in Parliament—the Metropolitan 
Gas Companies Amalgamation Bill and the Gaslight end Coke Company’s Bill—to 
watch the progress thereof; do certify that we have considered the petition so 
referred to us, and are of opinion that it will assist us in the objects to effect which 
we were appointed by your honourable court if a giant, not exceeding £300, be made 
to the said delegates. 

We also certify that Mr. Remembrancer has laid before us copies of the two bills 
referred to us. e have examined the same, and find that the Metropolitan Gas 
Companies Amalgamation Bill is to provide for the amalgamation of the companies 
subject to the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, and for the appointment of quneiieienan 
with extensive powers for — the illuminating power and the price of the gas, 
and also for the appointment of metropolitan gas referees and gas examiners. The 
bill also provides that the maximum price shall be 6d. per 1000 cubic feet less than 
the maximum price of gas fixed by the Act of 1860, and that the illuminating power 
of the gas shall, after this year, be two candles more than the illuminating power 
fixed by the Act of 1860. 

Your committee are of opinion that they should be empowered to present a 
petition from your honourable court against the bill to the House of Commons, so 
that they may be enabled to appear before the committee of the House appointed to 
consider it, with a view altogether to oppose the bill, or to obtain the insertion 
therein of clauses to protect the interests of the corporation and of the citizens. 

The Gaslight and Coke Company’s bill is to authorize the company to erect new 
gas-works in the parishes of Barking, in the county of Essex, and Woolwich, in 
the county of Kent, and to raise further moneys and for other purposes. Amongst 
those purposes is a power for the City Gas Company to subscribe part of the money 
required by the Te and Coke Company. The bill also contains a clause for 
capitalizing a sum of £360,000 in respect of profits alleged to have been expended on 
their works. Your committee have twice succeeded in obtaining a rejection of a 
clause like that in former bills, and they are of opinion that they should be em- 
powered to present a petition against the bill, so that they may be able to appear 
before the committee of the House of Commons appointed to consider the bill with 
a view altogether to oppose the samme, or to procure the alteration or rejection of 
clauses now in the bill, and the insertion of other clauses for the protection of the 
corporation and the interests of the citizens. 

Your honourable court have for two years been pleased to grant your committee 
an allowance not exceeding £100 in the nature of that granted to other committees 
of the court. Your committee submit that the same allowance should be granted 
for the present year. 

All which is respectfully submitted to the judgment of your honourable court, 
Dated this the 28th day of January, 1868. 

(Signed) J. F. Bontems, Chairman, and others, 


The report was received and adopted, and referred back to the committee 
to carry into execution. 


Commons of the City 











METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. 
MR. DOULTON AND THE CONTRACTORS. 
The usual Weekly Meeting of the Board was held at the Office, Spring 
Gardens, on Friday, Jan. 7—Sir Jonn THwaires in the chair. 
After the transaction of some ordinary business, 
The CHAIRMAN called for the report of the special committee, which Mr. 





Hows handed in as follows :— 
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Merropouitan Boarp or Works. 
Report of the Special Committee of the whole Board appointed to investigate the 
statements contained in the depositions in the Court of Bankruptcy in the matter 

of Mr. Furness. . 

Your committee have to report that they have proceeded on the resolution of the 
board of the 20th of November last, referring to them for investigation the state- 
ments contained in the depositions in the Court of Bankruptcy in the matter of Mr. 
Furness. Your committee have met for this purpose on seven different occasions, 
and have received statements from Mr. Doulton and Mr. Roche with reference to 
the parts taken by them in the transactions in which they were severally concerned, 
and have examined Mr. Furness and Mr. Bond, his accountant, on the subject. 
Your committee have also had before them communications from Mr. E. chand Mr, 

Clelland, Mr. Furness’s sureties in respect of the Thames Embankment contract. 
Your committee have, in accordance with the instructions of the board of the 20th of 
November last, had a shorthand writer to attend the meetings, and take notes of the 
evidence given. They have also caused Mr. Furness’s books, with reference to the 
Thames Embankment sure account, to be examined by the accountant of the 
board, and the result of such examination appears among the evidence. The whole 
of the evidence taken by your committee in relation to the subject, together with 
the statements made by both the honourable members, Mr. Doulton and Mr. Roche, 
the communications received from the several parties, and the accountant’s report, 
&c., have, by direction of your committee, been printed, and copies thereof supplied 
to each member of the board, and your committee beg to submit the same for the 
information of your honourable board. (Signed) . THWAITEs. 

W. J. H. Hows. 


T. Hearey. 

Mr. Hows said he had merely to move that the report be received. The 
board would remember that the evidence of Mr. Furness in the Bankruptcy 
Court was given on oath, but the statements made to the committee were 
made under different circumstances altogether, and on this account the board 
laboured under very great disadvantage. In the one case the evidence was 
furnished on oath; in the other statements were merely made. The com- 
mittee had no power to examine on oath, to compel persons to give evidence, 
or to send for papers or documents. Still they had dealt with the case as 
carefully and as anxiously as any board could do. They had had seven 
meetings on the subjett, aud had taken the greatest possible care to arrive at 
the real facts of the case. In the course of the inquiry matters branched off 
in another direction, and some remarkable statements were made. There was 
certainly this advantage, that the evidence which he now submitted to the 
board might be fully depended upon as the evidence that had been taken, 
because they took the precaution to employ a shorthand writer, so that that 
which he held in his hand was a literal report of what took place. It wasa 
mass of evidence, certainly, to wade through, and to arrive at a fair conelu- 
sion would take some time. But most of the honourable members had 
been present at the meetings, and therefore they were aware of what had 
occurred. He could not help saying that many startling statements were 
made—he would not say facts, because they had no means of knowing 
whether they were true or not—but statements were made which were 
startling if not actually sensational, as they would see by the evidence when 
it came to be read. He was not going to particularize or to refer to any 
portion of the evidence ; all he wished to do was to show the difficulties which 
the committee had to contend with. He could not agree with either of the 
motions which were to be brought before the board. He did not think that 
which was to be proposed by Mr. Silas Taylor would find support sufficient to 
carry it; and, on the other hand, the notice given by the other honourable 
member had been but very little altered from the one which appeared in com- 
mittee, However, the matter would have to be left to the better judgment of 
the board, which he was glad to find was exceedingly well attended. What 
would be done with the evidence was not for him to say. His motion was 
that it should merely be received. Whether it should be printed and circu- 
lated was a matter for the board itself to decide. ’ , 
The CHARMAN: Then you simply Land to the clerk the evidence which 
has been taken ? ; ‘ 

Mr. Hows confined himself to a motion for the reception of the evidence. 
He would merely move that the evidence accompanying the report of the 
committee be received. He had been advised in the matter, and he did not 
see his way clear to going further. 
Mr. Wuire seconded the motion, and thought the gentleman who had 
brought up the report and evidence should have moved also that it be entered 
on the minutes. ‘ 
Mr. R1cHARDSON moved, as an addition, that the evidence be entered 
on the minutes. The committee had made inquiries into certain matters 
which were of a painful nature, and to bring that report to the board, with 
the evidence that had been taken, and simply to move that it be received, 
without giving the public an opportunity of judging of the merits of the 
uestion, would be vain and fruitless, and only bring discredit on the board. 
tt was true that legal questions might arise if the board took the ordinary 
course of publishing the evidence, but he contended they had a right to place 
their proceedings on the minutes; indeed, he thought that the clerk was 
eek even without any motion from the board, to put on the minutes the 
proceedings of that committee. Still he thought it would be better for them 
to give some authority to the clerk for his doing so, and for this reason he 
brought forward his motion. This was not the time for them to enter into 
the merits of the question, as the evidence would have to be read over, and 
then the discussion would follow as a matter of course. His own opinion was 
astrong one. He thought they ought to do nothing that would bring upon 
the board a charge of secrecy. Did they suppose that they could carry on an 
investigation for seven days on a subject that was a matter of discussion all 
over the metropolis and amongst members of Parliament, and keep the evi- 
dence secret? Several persons, including members of Parliament, had asked 
him what was going on, and he had told them to wait until the report was 
brought up. It was now before them, and if they took no further hn 
beyond that of receiving it, they would act very injudiciously. There could 
be no course more safe than to order it to be entered on the minutes of their 
proceedings. An soeenges could then see it or purchase a copy of it at the 
ordinary price. The chairman knew that he was strongly opposed to the 
inquiry taking place in secret, and he ventured to say that there was not one 
{single iota of the evidence that was produced before the committee that could 
MW not have been produced before the open board. There were several letters 
lread which certainly were marked * Private and confidential ;” but there 
| was nothing in them which was either private or confidential as far as he 
leould see. In fact, nothing had transpired throughout the whole of the 
‘inquiry that could not have been made public; and he contended that it was 
‘the duty of the board to let the facts appear as far as they could. He there- 
fore thought that the safest course would be to order the report and the 
evidence to be entered on the minutes, and he begged leave to move 
|accordingly. : 
Mr. Hraey seconded the motion. 
Mr. Hows said that he had been advised that he could not go further than 
|}move the reception of the evidence. . : 
| Mr. HEAtry reminded the board that as the evidence was taken with 
lelosed doors, there might, if it was not entered on the minutes, appear tn be 
|more mystery about it than there really was. If it was not to be entered, 
|they might as well not have taken it at all. 
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the minutes, it would have to be read over at their next meeting, when the \ 


A question was here asked if any person could purchase a copy of the 
minutes if the report and evidence were entered. 

The CHAIRMAN said the better way would be to take the advice of their 
solicitor as to whether the evidence could be placed on the minutes, and also 
whether the minutes could be distributed to the public afterwards, 

The Soxicrror (Mr. Smith) said there had been several legal decisions, 
and it was within the scope of the duty of the board to record those proceed- 
ings in the usual and accustomed way—that was, to have them written in 
their books and signed by the members, in accordance with the Act of 1866. 
Still he could not conceive that it would be safe or prudent to print and cir- 
culate such minutes if they contained any libellous matter. Their books 
might be open to the inspection of ratepayers, but to print and circulate the 
minutes, if they contained any statement that was libellous, would be at the 
risk of the board, who would be responsible both at law and otherwise. He) 
could find nothing in the Act as to purchasing copies. Ali their proceedings | 
were to be signed by the members | pny. and there were certain provisions | 
affecting the public at the board, It was stated that the persons in authority | 
should lay the books open for inspection to every owner of property, vestry- 
man, churchwarden, or ratepayer in the metropolis, It was a question at- 
tended with considerable difficulty, and he thought that the board, under the 
peculiar circumstances, would be perfectly justified in taking precaution in 
not printing the evidence, if they decided not to do so. 

r. TURNER suggested that the evidence might be entered on the minutes, 
but that any part that was considered libellous should not be printed. 

Mr. Suaw asked what would be the legal difference between printing and 
publishing a paper. He thought that nothing would be more injurious than 
gentlemen saying that those papers contained statements so bad that they 
could not be entered on the minutes. It would not only be detrimental to 
the board, but to the two gentlemen into whose characters they were 
inquiring. 

The CHarRMAN said that their solicitor had not stated that it would be 
illegal to enter the papers on the minutes, but he told them that the board 
ought to take some steps to prevent the publication of them. The solicitor 
distinctly advised the board that though it might be part of its ordinary 
transactions—and he hoped this might be an extraordinary transaction—to 
put the evidence upon the minutes, it would not be expedient or safe to print 
or circulate those minutes so placed on their books. If the motion, or rather 
the amendment of Mr. Richardson was carried, some instructions ought to be 
given to the clerk not to print the evidence as it appeared. 

Mr. Suaw did not hear their solicitor give such an opinion. 

The CHARMAN : Perhaps the solicitor will correct me if I am wrong. 

Mr. Suaw wished to know the difference between printing and publishing. 
He thought it was detrimental to the character of the board, and also to the| 
gentlemen concerned, if it were to be asserted that the evidence contained | 
something so notoriously bad that they (the board) were afraid to bring it! 
before the public, They had a perfect right to print anything they pleased, 
just as they had to copy it. 

The Sotcrror said that the difference between printing any matter and 
publishing it was recognized in almost every authority. If the proceedings 
of the committee were merely entered on the books of the board and signed 
in the usual way, they would not be in any way transgressing the law; but 
it had been deliberately decided that even the House of Commons could not 
publish libellous matters, though they could discuss them and state what 
they pleased. 

Mr. H. L. Taytor said all that was asked was that the evidence might be 
entered on their minutes. The minutes were only printed for the conve- 
nience of the members, and it was for determination afterwards whether 
they should be circulated publicly. If they were entered, vestrymen, church- 
wardens, and ratepayers could inspect, and make extracts from them if they 
chose ; but the question of publishing them was an entirely different matter 
altogether. He thought the board should confine themselves to the simple 
question of entering them on the minutes. 

Colonel Hoge did not agree with the proposition to make the evidence 
public. He considered it had been given under a promise of secrecy from 
their board, and, if such had not been the case, the evidence would not have 
been given. He certainly understood that the evidence was given because it 
was promised to be kept secret; and, with that view, the board decided to 
have the inquiry with closed doors. If the doors had not been closed the 
gentlemen would not have given evidence ; therefore he considered that, if 
the board took any steps to make the evidence public, they would, after the 

romise of secrecy, be doing a dishonourable act, If it were published, the 
oard would be guilty of a gross breach of confidence. 

Mr. SAUNDERS said it was decided that an investigation into the allegations 
should be made; indeed, the two gentlemen themselves had at first courted 

ublicity, and now the report of the committee was brought up. They heard, 
enn that it contained something so libellous that somebody or other was 
going to bring an action against the board, but he did not believe anything 
of the sort. He was convinced there was no libel about it. The public 
wanted to know it, and they must and would know it, and nothing would 
prevent them from doing so. Their common sense told them that what took 
place at their board ought to be entered on the minutes. But then a bogie, 
an imaginary bogie, started up and said there must be something libellous, 
so abominably bad, that somebody or other was going to bring all sorts of 
actions against the board, in its individual as well as its corporate capacity. 
He was inclined to take it otherwise. If the two gentlemen had told the 
truth, as they said they had, they ought not to be ashamed of the inquiry. 
If they had not, then the inquiry became necessary. The public would 
know it, and anything that the board could do would not prevent them. All 
they had to say was, that the inquiry had been held, that the evidence 
had been brought up in bulk, and that the discussion on it would be con- 
ducted in public. What was there to prevent him, if he chose, from reading 
the whole of it? They could not stop him, as a member of their body, how- 
ever tedious he might be. Why go into that question of libel? Their 
solicitor had told them nothing but what they knew before, and therefore he 
hoped the board would take no further trouble about making it a matter of 
secrecy. By clause 61 of their Act their books were open to any ratepayer at 
all reasonable times. Every man and woman too, if she were a ratepayer, 
was at perfect liberty to examine their books; their creditors could do it; 
loan officers and insurance officers too, without fee or reward. Why, the 
place would soon be filled, and they would want larger offices. He thought 
the board should therefore proceed with the discussion without any secrecy, 
and, setting aside all questions of libel, fearlessly do their duty. 

The CHarrMan: Our solicitor states that we have a right to put it on the 
minutes, which every ratepayer can inspect, but we shall not be justified in 
taking any steps further. The motion is, that the report be received, 

Mr. RicHarpson: And entered on the minutes. 

Mr. Cook said everything entered on the minutes would have to be read 
fairly and fully before it could be confirmed; therefore, if they did not 
decide to have the evidence printed, but simply that it should be entered on 
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press and the public would be present. He thought they ought to adopt the 
ordinary course, and do as they always had done. 
In answer to Mr. Hows, the CHAIRMAN said that the resolution of Mr, 
Richardson would be added to his (Mr. Hows’s) motion. 
' Mr. Hows said that, having a large family, he did not wish to be frightened 
or ruined by any bogie starting up amongst them. They had heard the 
advice of their solicitor, and in the face of that he did not feel justified in 
going any further. 4 ’ 
" The motion that the rapert and evidence be received and entered on the 
minutes was then put to the meeting and carried. 

The CuarrMan : Now, =" what instructions’ do you propose to 
give to the clerk as to his duty ? 


" Several Hon. Mempers: None at all. 


i, The CieRxk asked if the motion embraced the evidence given by Mr. Fur- 


ness in the Court of Bankruptcy, as well as that before the committee of the 
ard. . 

The CHatrMaN wished to know if the clerk was to have the evidence 
printed, and sent to the vestries and district boards as usual. 

Mr. Rocue said that the clerk would not be justified in sending the 
minutes round until they were confirmed. It was settled the other day that 
until they were confirmed they could not be sent to any person but to a 


member of the board. 
The CuarnMAN: Then the clerk is not to send them round till he receives 
instructions. 


Colonel Hoce wished the solicitor to inform them whether it would be 
legal for their clerk to send a copy of their proceedings to every vestry 
board. 
The CHatrMaN said that the evidence would be printed, but only sent by 
the clerk to each member of the board until he received further instructions. 
Mr. Ricuarpson said that the resolution was a very simple one. The 
clerk was ordered to enter the evidence on the minutes, and he apprehended 
that the usual course would be proposed. The clerk was bound to distribute 
the minutes amongst the vestries as usual. 
The Cuarrman seid that a copy would be sent to each member, and after 
the meeting on the following Friday they would, in the ordinary course, be 
sent to the vestries. The clerk had a right to ask, because he doubted 
whether he had a right to act on his own responsibility. 
Colonel Hoe objected most strongly to the clerk taking any action which 
their solicitor had told them would be illegal. He understood that the evi- 
dence was not to be made public, because it was given under a promise of 
secrecy. He should object to one re in anything that was illegal, and 
would move that the.clerk do not send the evidence to vestries and district 
boaras, 
The CHatrMAN said that by a standing order of the board the minutes 
were printed and published, but a member might give notice of motion for 
their next meeting to vary the standing orders so as to prevent the circulating 
of the evidence. In the meantime the clerk would send a copy to each 
member of the board. 
Mr. Newron thought that Mr. Roche intended that day to make a state- 
ment to the board, and Mr. Doulton had said the same thing. If they so in- 
tended, this was the proper time, before the board entered upon the resolu- 
tions that were to be proposed. 
Mr. Rocue said he should make his statement when there was a proper 
motion before the board, and when the proper time arrived. 
Mr. Sinas Taytor then moved—“ That this board, having investigated 
the evidence of Mr. Furness, given before the registrar of the Bankruptcy 
Court on oath, and adhered to by him, are of opinion that the statements 
made by him have been proved.” The committee, he said, had gone fully 
into the matter, and he apprehended that when Mr. Furness gave his evi- 
dence before the registrar in bankruptcy, he gave what he believed to be a 
complete record of what took place with reference to the Thames Embank- 
ment. If honourable members would turn to pages 8, 9, 10, and 11, of the 
evidence before them, they would see that Mr. Furness fully corroborated 
the evidence he gave before that court, and which seriously affected one of 
the members of their board. Not only on the pages he had mentioned, but 
also on page 12 was a matter that also affected the honourable member for 
Lambeth. When before the committee, the chairman distinctly put the 
question to Mr. Furness—‘“‘ Do you still adhere to the statement you made 
with respect to the bills?”’ and the answer Mr. Furness made was, “ Mr. 
Doulton bad some money first. I think he got part in money and 
art in bills.” That was a clear statement that money was paid to the 
onourable member. It would also be found that Mr. Furness was 
confirmed in the statement made by Mr. Bond, his accountant. When 
asked if he believed those bills appeared in his books, Mr. Furness 
replied in the affirmative, and Mr. Bond said he had no reason to disbelieve 
the statement. The question was also put to Mr. Bond as to whether 
Mr, Doulton got any money, and Mr. Bond’s answer was that he got 
part in money and part in bills. Another question was put, *‘ Did any other 
gentleman get any money ?”’ and the answer was, “No, not at all.” If the 
board wanted anything more confirmative than this, he would refer them toa 
letter addressed to Mr. Doulton, at page 36, in which Mr. Furness said that 
he did not speak with certainty before the registrar, but he certainly assumed 
that he (Mr. Doulton) took some of the bills, as being interested in the 
transaction. After this, painful as it might be, could they doubt that the 
statements made by Mr. Furness before the registrar were fully proved; and 
he felt sure that the honourable gentleman himself, as well as the members 
of the board, would acquit him (Mr. Taylor) of any other desire than that 
of doing his duty. There did not appear to be any contradiction at all to 
what Mr. Furness had said. The question was distinctly put as to whether 
Mr. Doulton retained any of those moneys, and the answer was as he had 
iven it. Had Mr. Doulton anything to do with reference to this matter ? 
e felt sure that they could come to no other conclusion than that the evi- 
dence given before the committee had been fully proved. As far as Mr. 
he was concerned, he would contend that Mr. Roche’s matter was never 
referred to in the committee at all. 
Several Voices: Don’t go into that now. 
_Mr. Taytor: Well, then, something was said as to the sureties of Mr. 
Furness, He sincerely believed that if Mr. Doulton had come forward he 
could have cleared up the whole of the matter had he thought proper to do 
so. Could they believe that Mr. Doulton, as a shrewd man of the world, 
would ever have made himself liable for £9000, and for bills which continued 
running over three years, knowing that Mr. Furness was paying enormous 
interest, and knowing, too, the state of the works, without he received some 
compensation? Would the public be contented to believe this, or what in- 
ference would be drawn from it out of doors? Believing the charge to be 
fully proved, he had felt it to be his duty to put his motion on the paper, 
Mr. Saw seconded the motion, and alluded to a few questions in the evi- 
dence, leaving the board to pass what opinion they might think fit after- 
wards. He had an opinion of his own, and if he was called upon he was 











bound to do his duty, and to state it unhesitatingly. All the accounts 











showed that a sum of money was paid to a member of that board; and this 
was confirmed by what Mr. Furness said, by what Mr. Bond said, and by the 
books, which could not be wrong. They would see by the evidence of Mr, 
Furness that a question was asked whether each drew a bill for his own 
share, and the answer was in the affirmative. ‘Did that appear in the 
books ?—Yes.”” ** Did Mr, Doulton have some money first >—I thought he 
got part in money and part in bills.” ‘* Did the other gentlemen get any | 
money down ?—No, none at all.” Now, that was the evidence which had| 
been published as having been given by Mr. Furness on oath in the Bank-| 
ruptey Court. He (Mr. Shaw) hoped that he had quoted it rightly. Then 

there was another question asked, “ Was it paid by cheque?” and the answer 
was that he thought so. Granting that Mr. Furness’s memory was exceed. | 
ingly bad, and that they had to refresh it at times, they must not forget that | 
he always adhered to the truth of the statements he had made, that each | 
drew separate bills, though no money was paid down at the time. Nothing | 
to his (Mr. Shaw’s) mind could be more distinct than that. Again, Mr. | 
Bond was asked whether he could tell how the £9200 was paid, and his, 
answer was that it was paid partly in cash and partly in bills; that the part 
in cash was about £1000, ‘* Was it paid by cheque or not?’ Hecould not 
say; but Mr. Furness was not in the habit of paying otherwise than by | 
cheque. Taking this evidence of Mr. Bond as collateral evidence, it cer- | 
tainly proved to his (Mr. Shaw’s) mind that what Mr. Furness had previously | 
said before the Bankruptcy Court on oath was confirmed by the testimony of | 
Mr. Bond. Then, turning to the accounts of Mr. Furness, the first item 

they found was, ‘ F. D., £700;”’ and then, three days before the sureties | 
were accepted, there was a second item to the same initials of £300, making 

the £1000 confirmatory of the statement made by Mr. Bond. He (Mr. Shaw) 

would not for a single moment give an opinion as to what became of that 

money ; all that he had to say was that he believed asum of money had' 
been paid to a member of their board, the inference to be drawn from which 

must be left to themselves; and that he believed, also, that bills were drawn 

for the remainder. It was not, as he had said, for him to pass any kind of 

judgment upon the gentleman concerned; but he certainly thought that 

conduct such as they believed to have taken place was highly derogatory. | 
To Mr. Cleland’s testimony he did not attach the slightest importance. He| 
wrote a letter from Windsor, but he gave uo address, and he might be le 








with the Queen for aught they knew. He could not say that what Mr. Cle- 
land had stated was wrong, but if he had come there to give evidence he} 
would have acted rightly. He thought it was the duty of the board now to} 
satisfy the mind of the public; and he believed it would have been far 
better for the board, and everybody connected with it, if more publicity had 
been given to the affair at first. But their treatment of the question had) 
created a suspicion, which hung over them like a dark cloud, and which no- | 
thing but publicity would now effectually remove. 

Mr, Le Breton said he much regretted that Mr. Taylor did not put his | 
motion in somewhat of a more tangible shape, so that they might know what 
the statements of Mr. Furness were which he (Mr. Taylor) said had been! 
really proved. In his (Mr. Le Breton’s) opinion, Mr. Furness’s statements | 
were made in the vaguest manner possible, and they would see this was the | 
case if they looked to what had been stated in a pamphlet circulated, though 
the name of Mr. Doulton had not been mentioned in it. If Mr. Taylor had | 
put upon his motion a charge against Mr. Doulton, that he had received a 
large sum of money to become surety for one of their contractors, there would | 
have been something for them to have laid hold of; but it was difficult for 
them to grasp at such a shadow as his (Mr. Taylor’s) motion was, because, 
when they came to look at the evidence of Mr. Furness they would see that it 
prevaricated, and that it was all of the same nature. He thought the beard 
should be very cautious in dealing with such doubtful evidence as that. When 
they came to look carefully into it he thought they would see there were 
great improbabilities in the case. The inference was that Mr. Doulton was 
one of the partners, that he joined Messrs. Cleland and Clench in the surety- | 
ship, and that he received £3000, and ran no risk at all; but they must not 
forget that he had denied all along that he had received any of the mone 
for his own purpose. It was true he bad said that the money passed throug 
his hands, and that he signed and endorsed some of the bills, and he told them 
how he became interested and engaged in the transaction, but he strenously 
denied that he received anything on his own account. He told them that 
Mr. Furness was an old acquaintance of his, and that large sums of money 
had passed between them long before this contract was before the board, or 
accepted. It would appear, in fact, that Mr. Doulton had a conversation as 
to the suretysbip, and, having beard that Mr. Furness had paid one of his 
former sureties no Jessa sum than £20,000 on a previous contract, he (Mr. 
Doulton) spoke to him, and told him he could get him sureties for a consider- 
ably less sum than that. He (Mr. Le Breton) believed that the public 
generally had heard that this large sum of money had been paid to Mr. 
Doulton to become surety; all that he had to say was, that he had not heard 
of it, and did not believe it to be true. He had since made inquiries, 
and he found that it was the common practice for sureties to receive 
large sums of money from contractors—not only from railway but from 
Government contractors as well—and he believe there were some gentle- 
men who made very handsome incomes from it. He was sorry that such 
a practice existed, and should certainly set his face against it, because it was 
evident that if a contractor had to pay large sums of many to his sureties, 
the amount of the tender he sent in must be increased, and ro ultimately 
the money come out of the pockets of the ratepayers. He thought they 
might devise some scheme by which this state of things could be avoided. 
As to the details of the accounts, he did not think it was necessary 
for them to go into them at that meeting, because Mr. Doulton had candidly 
admitted that he was a negotiator with Messrs. Cleland and Clench, but he 
denied that he had received any benefit from it, and this he thought was proved 
by the letter of Mr. Cleland, addressed to the chairman, in which that gen- 
tleman distinctly stated that Mr. Doulton did not receive one sixpence of the 
£9200. But he could not think that those gentlemen would have allowed 
Mr. Doulton to receive £3000 without running any risk whatever. If he 
were to receive anything from it, it would be in the shape of a commission 
upon the amount which those sureties were negotiating. That he should 
have received anything when he was not liable was most improbable. That 
being so, could they entirely acquit Mr. Doulton of all blame? He thought 
not. He thought he had acted au imprudent and injudicious part. He must 
surely have felt so, for he took no part in the debates on Mr. Furness’s con- 
tract, and when there was a division as to whether it should be accepted or 
not, he took no part in it. Mr. Doulton must regret that he had been inju- 
dicious enough in having to do with one of the contractors in this matter, 
Still they were bound to give credence to what he stated, that one of the 
sureties received two-thirds and the other one-third of the money, inasmuch 
as it was confirmed by the gentleman who received the greater part of it. He 
would, therefore’, move as an amendment—‘ That the board having con- 
sidered the allegations made by Mr. Furness before the commissioners in 
bankruptcy, and subsequently as far as they affect Mr. Doulton and Mr. 
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Roche, members of this board, as also the statements of those gentlemen and } 
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of others, and the letters and documents now submitted by the committee 
appointed to investigate the matters, find—That the terms on which Messrs. 
Cleland and Clench agreed to become bound for the due performance of his 
contract by Mr. Furness were negotiated by Mr. Doulton; that though part 
of the consideration passed through his hands, he denies having retained any 
portion for his own benefit, and it is admitted by the sureties that the whole 
amount was received and appropriated by them.”” He believed there was no 
evidence at all that Mr. Doulton received one-third of the consideration 
money, but that the whole of it was received by the sureties. He would 
then come to the question as regarded Mr. Roche. (The honourable member 
had given notice, in reference to Mr. Roche, to move the following reso- 
lution :—‘“ That Mr. Roche, who was not the standing solicitor of the Lundy 
Granite Company, but engaged specially for the occasion while the accept- 
ance of the tender of Mr. Furness was pending before the board, obtained a 
written agreement from him to purchase from that company, on certain 
specified terms, any granite which might be required on the works, and that 
it was stipulated in such agreement that Mr. Doulton should be the referee 
in case of any disputes between the parties, Mr. Roche has stated that he 
acted merely in a professional capacity, and such statement is proved to be 
correct by letters from officers of the Lundy Granite Company. That the 
board deprecates the taking part by its 8, in busi or professional 
transactions, with parties connected with the works of the board in matters 
relating thereto, as calculated injuriously to affect the character of the board 
in the conduct of its busi ‘i 

The CHarnMAN: We had better not take that matter now. Mr. Roche’s 
conduct cannot be discussed on a motion that relates to Mr. Doulton. 

Mr. Le Breton would rather take the whole at once. (‘* Order,” and 
“No, no.’’) 

An Hon. Memuer: I rise to order; it cannot be taken asa whole. The 
motion is an amendment to Mr. Taylor's motion. 

Mr. CLARKE seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Hows trusted that neither the motion nor the amendment would be 
passed. At all events he did not think that the board would be justified in 
supporting the motion.of Mr. Silas Taylor, and on the other hand he did not 
think they would be warranted in going to the extent of the amendment. 
He was decidedly opposed to both of them. The committee had shown their 
sense of the matter, and had framed the simple motion which he had had the 
honour to move—namely, that the report and the evidence merely be re- 
ceived. There had been no fresh evidence given since then. It would be 
unwise if they went further. He rose, therefore, at that very early stage of 
the discussion, to declare that he should not vote for either of them. 

Mr. Coox regretted that the board had undertaken this matter at all, He 
agreed with Mr. Hows. The board had no power to summon witnesses and 
to take evidence on oath, and he thought they had travelled very far out of 
their way when they undertook to determine whether questions made on 
oath were true or not. If the charges made by Mr. Furness were utterly 
false Mr. Doulton had his remedy in a court of law, and as a public man, if 
he wished to keep his character, he would have adopted that course. Cer- 
tainly, it was very foolish of the board to attempt to get at the bottom of 
matters when they had no power to do so. As to the evidence, he denied 
that it was evidence at all; it was just the same as Mr. Doulton’s own state- 
ment. With reference to the probabikties of the case, he was of opinion that 
the public would say the probabilities were on the other side; for when a 
man wrote bills, and wrote his name on the back of them, and was put to 
the trouble of renewing and so forth, the public would say a shrewd man of 
the world would not do that without some compensation. The wisest course 
would be, as the board had no power to get evidence to test the truth or 
falsehood of these statements, to leave Mr. Doulton’s statement given on his 
word against Mr. Furness’s statement given on oath. Mr. Doulton, no 
doubt, would have to vindicate his character with his constituents. 

Mr. RicHarpson thought they had now arrived at the last stage of this 
matter. It was a painful inquiry, and the sooner it was put an end to the 
better. With Mr. Taylor’s motion he could not agree, and he did not think 
there was sufficient for the board to adopt the amendment. If he were 
asked his own opinion as to whether the statement of Mr. Furness was sub- 
stantiated, he would have no hesitation in giving an answer in the affirma- 
tive. The first charge which Mr. Furness brought against Mr. Doulton was, 
that Mr. Doulton solicited him to allow him to find sureties for the Lambeth 
contract No. 1. This Mr. Doulton admitted. The next was that Mr. 
Doulton having provided sureties in the persons of Messrs. Cleland and 
Clench, those gentlemen stated their willingness to accept the sum of £9200, 
or thereabouts. Mr. Furness then stated that he thought he paid a certain 
portion of that amount in cash to Mr. Doulton, and when they (the board) 
referred to the ledger account they found entries that ‘‘F. D.’”’ had received 
two cheques, one for £700 the other for £300. The cheque for £700, as far 
as they knew, was given on the sealing of the contract by the sureties. It 
was clear, therefore, that two cheques were drawn, and this was confirmed 
by the evidence of Mr. Furness given on oath. Then they came to the 
statement that all the three sureties drew upon him for their respective 
amounts; but when they (the board) came to look at the evidence again 
they found that Mr. Furness believed it to be true, and he did not know the 
amounts that were drawn. It appeared, however, to be clear that Mr. 
Doulton drew upon Mr. Furness three bills, for £2200. They also 
found that Mr. Cleland, by his nominees, drew upon Mr. Furness for £4000. 
and that Mr. Clench drew upon him for the remainder of the £9200. Then 
they had the statement of Mr. Furness that he believed Mr. Doulton was 
a partner with the others; but all they (the board) had had proved before 
them was this, that Mr. Doulton took certain moneys from Mr. Furness, 
but Mr. Furness could not say for what ram, or why he tock them. 
The next statement was, that when the bills arrived at maturity they 
were renewed, and that every one of them bore the name of Mr. Doul- 
ton; that be endorsed every one of them; that Messrs. Cleland and Clench 
required him to do so before a consented to the renewals, and Mr, 
Doulton gave them his reasons why he did so, and those reasons were, 
that because he had introduced those gentlemen to Mr. Furness, and 
having led them into a liability, he thought it his duty to endorse those 
bills as a further security to them. After all, the ledger account was the 
main evidence the board could get; he teok very little notice of statements, 
but what they found recorded in the books must be something approaching 
the truth. It seemed that the bills were kept separate from the beginning 
to the end; they were perfectly distinct as far as the ledger account was 
concerned, and it was for parties to put their own construction on the 
matter. He thought that, so far as the evidence brought before the com- 
mittee was concerned, it had established every word of what Mr. Furness 
had said in the Bankruptey Court age this, that Mr. Doulton was 
a partner with the others, and of this there was no evidence to prove. 
Mr. Doulton said that it was quite true that he did draw those bills, that 
he had those bills, but that he did not retain any portion of the money; he 
was merely acting for and on behalf of Messrs. Cleland and Clench. When 
they went to Messrs. Cleland and Clench they had no evidence from them, 














because they did not submit themselves for examination, but their letters 
confirmed the statement of Mr. Doulton. He certainly should have been 
better pleased had those gentlemen submitted themselves for examination. 
If Mr. Doulton was merely acting as the agent for those parties, eurely such 
a fact could have been proved, The letter of Mr. Cleland, on page 3, clearly 
stated that an agreement was come to. He stated that he believed an agree- 
ment was entered into that he should take two-thirds of the profits as well 
as two-thirds of the liability, that his partner wes to receive the remaining 
one-third, and that Mr. Doulton was to receive nothing, either in the shape 
of bills or money. There clearly was an agreement, and therefore he con- 
tended that it ought to have been submitted to the board, as it would have 


‘ shown exactly what the relation was between the parties. There was some- 


thing to show that Mr. Doulton was not a partner with them. It was proved, 
however, that he did take certain money from Mr. Furness; and why did he 
not submit himself for examination, like Mr. Furness? 

Mr. Le Breton: He said’ he was ready to answer any questions, and he 
did answer them. 

Mr. RicHarpson said if it were true, as stated in Mr. Cleland’s letter, that 
Mr. Doulton received nothing in cash or bills for his profit, surely such a fact 
could be easily proved. It was clear there must have been an agreement, 
and why had it not been produced? If Mr. Doulton had received this money 
as an agent his own books would show it. The bills were renewed over and 
over again, and it must be perfectly clear to every business man that he 
could have shown how they were dealt with. It must be clear that that 
would have been established if it had been to the interest of the parties to do 
so. The letter of Mr. Cleland, attempting to show that the evidence of Mr, 
Furness was not correct, was most unsatisfactory, and, in support of his state- 
ment, alleged that, besides the bills mentioned, there was another bill drawn 
for £2000 for seven days, and upon that bill falling due it was renewed 
the three bills spoken of. In fact, he did not believe that statement, but, 
would place reliance on the ledger as a full and true account of the surety- 
ship. He had arrived, therefore, at the conclusion that the statements 
made by Mr. Furness in the Bankruptcy Court were correct. Putting aside 
altogether the consideration as to what became of the moncy that fell into 
Mr. Doulton’s hands—that Mr. Doulton had made a statement which he had 
not proved—that Mr.Cleland had made a statement which he had not proved, 
and that the public would form their own views when they read the evi- 
dence, it appeared that Mr. Doulton offered to provide Mr. Furness with 
sureties for the Thames embankment contract on favourable terms; that Mr. 
Furness accepted that offer; that Messrs. Cleland and Clench were proposed 
and accepted ; that Mr. Doulton received drafts for £700 and £300, and drew 
bills for further sums; that Cleland and Clench drew bills, and that bills were 
drawn and endorsed *“F.D.”’ It was very undesirable and very improper 
that any member of that board should be concerned in any monetary trans- 
action between himself and any of their contractors, Then came the ques 
tion as to what the board in this case ought todo. He differed from both 
the motion and the amendment, thinking that if the board were to come to 
any resolution, it ought to agree to one which would simply state the facts 
of the case, and nothing more. There ought to be a simple statement of the 
truth as developed by the inquiry, and that would be satisfactory to the 
public, and would be the means of establishing their board in public estima- 
tion. The amendment of Mr. Le Breton certainly gave them a part of the 
information, but it was exceedingly meagre, and withheld a very important 
part of that which the public ought to be informed. He should, therefore, 
support neither the one nor the other. 

r. Doutton then rose to reply. He said: There probably never was 
any question submitted to the decision of any body such as this in connexion 
with which there has been so many calumnies passed upon a man, so many 
misrepresentations, and so many actual misstatements as there has been in 
connexion with this question, and which I thought to-day, so far as this 
board were concerned, would have arrived at its last stage; and that, in 
spite of what has been said, I still hope the board will to-day come to a deci- 
sion on this question. Ido not intend, in the few minutes I shall oceupy 
the attention of the board—and I hope I shall not be one-fourth of the time 
the last speaker has been—to go through the whole of the evidence which has 
been submitted to you in the course of this inquiry. What I propose to do 
is, just to call the attention of the board to the salient points of the evidence, 
and to strip it of the clothing which malice has put around it—(Ob, oh!)— 
and around me, and exhibit to the board the real points in the inquiry, and 
show how far the evidence that has been given relates to those points. Now, 
sir, the first point that strikes me is the strange difference there is between 
the general opinion entertained out of doors with reference to this question, 
and the real opinion on the statements and the evidence given by Mr. Fur- 
ness. The general opinion undoubtedly is, that certain sums of money have 
been paid to a member of this board, and that that member of this board, by 
virtue of payment so received, has used his influence to get certain persons 
contracts from this board. Now everybody will admit that that is the general 
interpretation of this question. There are members of this board—members 
who just now interrupted me—who make bold statements, but I venture to 
state there is not one member who will rise in his place, here or at any other 
time, and say there is a tittle of evidence to prove that any member of this board 
has received any money—any consideration whatever—and has afterwards 
used his influence for any particular contractor of this board. But, sir, what is 
the real statement made by Mr. Furness? Mr. Furness stated in his evidence 
that his cmpresston was—those were his words—that his impression was that 
I was connected with the two sureties, and that I received, by virtue of that 
connexion with the sureties, some portion of the money which they received 
from him to become sureties for his contract. But, gentlemen, in no case— 
let the honourable gentleman who has just sat down dress it up as he may— 
has Mr. Furness stated that to be a fact. On the contrary, he bas guarded 
himself over and over again by the words, ‘‘ Such was my impression.”” Now 
let me say, at this stage, that if what Mr. Furness had said was true, that he 
had paid his sureties a certain sum, or certain sums of money, and that I re- 
ceived a portion of it, I should unhesitatingly have avowed it at once; 
because, unless it could be proved that I directly or indirectly used influence 
in connexion with that contractor and this board, there would be nothing 
derogatory, in my position, in entering into that arrangement. The ques- 
tion is, did I use influence in favour of Mr. Furness? If any one is 
aware that any such influence has been exercised by me, I say honestly let 
him now state it. Well, then, what has been my course with reference to 
this board ? I was connected with Mr. Furness for years before he had 
anything to do with this board. I have had transactions with him to the 
extent of scores of thousands of pounds previous to the proceedings in refer- 
ence to this transaction; but is there any evidence before the committee to 
show that when the question of the acceptance of the tenders was discussed 
I voted in favour of Mr. Furness having the contract? I did what one or 
two members of this board have not done—I refrained from giving the slight- 
est vote one way or the other. When a question has been brought under 
the consideration of the board affecting a person with whom I was connected, 
I have always refrained from using any influence or interfering; and let 
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were true, I would have avowed it and justified myself as well as I could; 
but I say the statement is not true, and not being true, knowing the pur- 
pose for which this inquiry was instituted—knowing that it was the offshoot 
of another inquiry of a similar nature, brought about at a similar period—I 
declined to admit that it was true until it was worth my while to show to 
the board that there was not an atom of foundation for it. I knew that this 
inquiry was the offshoot of another inquiry—it was the offshoot of an attempt 
which was made just prior to my election for the borough of Lambeth, when 
every fact stated in it was embodied in a petition to the House of Commons. 
Every statement as to my relations with Mr. Furness was put forth just as 
lainly as it is now, but that petition received the treatment which it ought 
0 have received—it was kicked out of the House of Commons. Well, in 
that petition the statements respecting my connexion with Mr. Furness were 
stated just as plainly as they are now, and last year, just as we were on the 
eve of a general election, the same charges as were made in that petition 
were unburied, and every statement was brought before the Court of Bank- 
ruptey in the same way, and no doubt for the same purpose. But there was 
another motive at work. There had been a considerable antagonism between 
this board and the City of London, but I am happy to say that a great deal 
of that hostility has passed away, and I hope we shall hear no more about it. 
Now, just at this time, there were certain members connected with the cor- 
— of the City of London who availed themselves of the fact that Mr. 
urness was before the Bankruptcy Court to try and ferret out something 
that was detrimental to the character of this board, and a letter was placed 
in my hands from a distinguished member of that corporation, written just 
at that time, which was to this effect-—— 
Mr. Freeman: I must rise to order. If names are mentioned we ought 
to have the name of the distinguished member Mr. Doulton alludes to. 
Mr. Le Breton : It cannot mean any member of this board. 
Mr. Dovtton: I will not mention names. The letter was placed in my 
hands, and was written er at this time, and it has been seen by several 
members of this board. In this letter this gentleman, at this very juncture, 
writes to a gentleman with whom the board has been in a somewhat fierce 
antagonism—Mr. Ellis—to this effect: ‘‘Mr. Furness is before the Bank- 
ruptey Court; now is the time to try and get all the information you can as 
to the jobberies performed by the board. Mr. Beal is at it already; now is 
the time to go in, either by a creditor or solicitor, and try to get out anything 
or everything reflecting on the character of the Metropolitan Board.” And, 
gentlemen, this is one of the results. There have been three causes at work 
—first, eee, second, parochial; and, third, the severe antagonism which 
existed tween this board and the corporation of the City of London, which 
certainly, I think, does not exist now as it did then. Now, what was my 
course with reference to this matter? When I found what they were doing, 
and knowing the purpose for which this examination was required, and 
knowing there was no truth in the general statement that was made, it ap- 
peared to me to be my duty, especially as some members desired it, that I 
should place before them such evidence as I could to prove the inaccuracy of 
what I thought was the only question raised before this board. Well, then, 
what was Mr. Furness’s statement? Mr. Furness’s general statement was 
that certain sums had been received for suretyship, that I had introduced 
him to gentlemen who had become his sureties for considerably less than half 
what he had paid before, and his impression was that I received a portion of 
the money. But that examination was made when Mr. Furness had no con- 
ception whatever—at that time he had no reference to his books, and from 
that day to this he has never signed that evidence as correct. He has never 
corrected his evidence before the registrar of the Court of Bankruptcy; and 
there is not only considerable confusion, but absolute contradiction, in the 
statements made by Mr. Furness before the registrar, without referring at all 
to the evidence he gave before the committee. I will just call the attention 
of the board to one simple matter in the evidence given by Mr. Furness, in 
orded to show what reliance can be placed upon the statements which he 
made in the Bankruptcy Court. There is a distinct statement, on the one 
hand, that the money was divided in a certain manner; and he as distinctly 
stated, in answer to another question, that he had no notion at all of how the 
sum was divided. He stated that he had no positive knowledge of how the 
thing was done, and that he knew nothing about it ; and he was particularly 
guarded in stating that he spoke from his impression only, and had no means 
of knowing whether his statement was correct or not. Taking his evidence 
literally, it was manifestly unfair, and not to be depended upon, He said he had 
no notion how the money was divided. How does the evidence that you 
have had placed before you tally with Mr. Furness’s statement? I say that 
the evidence given before you is directly the reverse of what he said in the 
Court of Bankruptcy. Ile has stated over and over again that he knew 
nothing as to how the money was divided, that he was under the impression 
that I received a certain sum because I introduced a gentleman to him, and 
he said that if they wanted more information they must go to his accountant. 
That was the F mee and marrow of what Mr. Furness said when he came here. 
You had Mr. Bond here, and what did he say? I will not allude to the gen- 
tleman who, in his speech to-day, has selected certain portions of his evi- 
dence to make his statement the more clear—it is humiliating in me to 
answer such one-sided statements as he has made. But what did Mr. Bond 
say? Mr. Bond, oe will please to remember, was a servant of Mr. Furness, 
and yet I do not think it would be possible to get any more direct contra- 
diction in evidence than that which appears on page 27. He was referred 
to by Mr. Furness as knowing all about the matter. Well, Mr. Bond has 
said that he believes the statement of Mr. Furness is incorrect. He was 
asked, ‘‘ Did each of the gentlemen draw the bills for his share?” And bis 
attention was called to the answer given by Mr. Furness, that each drew for 
his own share; but Mr. Bond said, ‘‘ If that is properly reported, I am afraid 
he committed some error in that.” You see that Arr. Bond distinctly denies 
that Mr. Furness was right in the impression that he had on his mind, and 
it was as clear a contradiction as they could expect a servant to give to a 
statement of his master. In addition to this, you have the distinct and un- 
equivocal statement of those two gentlemen who received the money. I will 
pin the board to this point, that you have the clear and unequivocal state- 
ment of the two gentlemen who have stated what was my position in 
relation to this matter. They clearly and distinctly state that not one single 
penny piece of the money came into my hands in any shape or form. I say 
that they are as much entitled to credibility as the honourable gentleman 
= has just sat down (Mr. Taylor, it was understood), and in the face of 
is statement I say that Mr. Furness’s evidence is not to be relied on; that 
his first statement was only an impression; that Mr. Bond has not endorsed 
what he said; and that the two sureties have stated that it was all the other 
way. In the face of these statements the honourable gentleman, who could 
a get a seconder to his motion in committee, has again renewed it and put 
t into public print, and has brought it before you to-day. Well, sir, we 
ought to inquire into the motive and the object of the honourable member 
who has brought forward this motion, and who, with all the assurance 
imaginable, has turned round and said he hoped ke should be acting con- 
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scientiously in the matter. Well, gentlemen, I think I can define the object. 
It does not require any very great stretch of imagination to enable me to do 
so. His motive, I think, lies between him and the constituents whom he 
represents. (Oh, oh.) There was an amusing debate, gentlemen, a few 
nights ago in the vestry of St. Pancras, in which the honourable gentleman 
was hissed by his constituents. 

Mr. Taytor: It is untrue. 

Mr. Dovtton: Then the public press belied you. 

Mr. Taytor: I beg your pardon, the public press did not. : 

Mr. Dovtron: At all events, there is not a shadow of evidence in that re- 
ort to justify you or any other man in saying that the statement made by 

r. Furness before the Bankruptcy Court is correct. And, gentlemen, the 
motion has been seconded by the honourable member for Marylebone (Mr. 
Shaw), and the course adopted by him is even more extraordinary. 1 re- 
monstrated a few days ago with a friend of the honourable gentleman as to 
the course he had taken, and I ventured to say that a good deal of personal 
feeling actuated him, and that he had been also actuated by a dishonourable 
motive in desiring to give publicity to the evidence before it was completed. 
I was told that Mr. Shaw was incapable of doing an injury to anybody, but 
unfortunately there is one part of the honourable gentleman’s anatomy so 
confoundedly thick, that he does not see when he is doing an injustice. 

Mr. Suaw: I rise to a point of order. It is right for the honourable gen- 
— oe what serves his purpose, but are we to submit to scurrilous 
anguage 

he CHAIRMAN hoped that Mr. Doulton would be allowed to proceed with- 
out interruption, and that personalities would be avoided as much as possible. 

Mr. Dovtton: The other member for Marylebone—the senior member— 
also took an extraordinary course. He, thinking the inquiry should be made 
fairly and freely, took a document, marked ‘‘ Private and confidential,” and 
submitted it to the vestry at large, of which he is a member, and to the re- 
porters of that vestry. hen I saw a statement in the Morning Advertiser, 
which gave a garbled account of the evidence, I thought it was right that I 
should know the source from whence the report came. I was told that the 
ordinary course was to apply to one’s solicitor, but I wrote to the editor of 
the a instead, and he told me that the communication was made to him 
by the reporter usually attached to the Marylebone vestry. In a few days 
chorouds it was clear that my information was quite correct, and the 
honourable gentleman avowed that document marked ‘Private and con- 
fidential”” was handed by him to the reporter of the vestry in question. 
Gentlemen, I will not stay for one moment tocharacterize that conduct. I am 
quite sure it is properly appreciated by the board. The honourable gentleman 
gave evidence many years ago en a committee, when he took a similar course 
to that which he adopted on this occasion. Not only with reference to this 
discussion, but every discussion of a private character like it, the honourable 
gentleman has acted in the same way. As to the honourable gentleman who 
has just sat down (Mr. Richardson), I do not propose bandying words with 
him. The honourable member of the board who can seek to get information 
from one officer for the purpose of charging another officer with untruth, and 
at the same time charges one of the oldest members of this board, occupies a 
position which naturally takes it. out of my province to comment upon it at 
all. We have his conduct before the board, and I am sure the board will 
come to the right conclusion respecting what he said. Sir, I desire just to 
say before I sit down what I said at the commencement—that if the state- 
ment of Mr. Furness had been true, I should not have hesitated to avow it 
for one moment. I state distinctly that it is not'true. You are in possession 
of evidence, and upon that evidence I am prepared to accept the decision of 
this board, or the decision of the public. 

Mr. Runvz said he should have been glad if the board had never entered 
into this inquiry at all; but as they had done so, it was their duty to look 
at the question dispassionately. He fancied he saw in the minds of some 
members a determination to blacken the honourable member more than he 
deserved, whilst in the minds of others there was a desire to whitewash him 
at any price. Notwithstanding what had been said by Mr. Furness in the 
Bankruptcy Court, he thought there were some facts upon which the board 
could rely. He thought they could rely upon the ledger account; and, in the 
first place, the books showed that upwards of £3000 came into the hands of 
the honourable member for Lambeth. The honourable member, he thought, 
could not deny that; but whether he kept it or not was another question 
altogether. Iie believed Mr. Cleland’s statement to be true, when he said at 
the’ outset that it was intended that Mr. Doulton should have one-third of the 
proceeds; but when Mr. Doulton entered into the transaction it was his inten- 
tion to take one-third, but that he afterwards reflected upon it, seeing that 
it would be an improper position for him to be placed in as a member of their 
board. Some people might think that Messrs. Cleland and Clench were dis- 
honourable men because they took a premium, yet it was perfectly legitimate 
in them to do so, and it would have been equally legitimate for the honour- 
abie member for Lambeth to have done the same thing if he had not been a 
member of their board. Why, if sureties were got by the contractor for 
£9000 instead of £20,000, the ratepayers were benefited, he should think, 
by £11,000. If they looked to page 3 it would be seen that Mr. Doulton 
was to take onethird of the responsibility as well as one-third of the profits; 
and it appeared to him that the board could do no other than believe it, 
whether the honourable gentleman denied it or not. He believed that 
Mr. Doulton agreed to take one-third, but, as a member of the board, he 
afterwards reflected, and thought it was not right; that he found Mr. 
Cleland would undertake it afterwards, and that Mr. Cleland did do so, and 
he had consequently two-thirds of the proceeds. He knew that all they 
could say would not bring men to a unanimity of opinion; that there would 
still be those who would believe that the honourable member for Lambeth 
had £3000. And there-would be others whe would be guided in their belief 
by their political opinions or parochial motives. There would be only one 
class of men who would not believe the aseertion, and that was the class of 
men who were influenced by pure motives, those who were characterized by 
purity,fand were always A om to believe good of other people. It was his 
opinion that the honourable member reflected after he had entered into the 
transaction ; and, under these circumstances, he thought there was no other 
conclusion to come to than that the amendment was groundod on fact, and 
he hoped the board would adopt it. 

Mr. Heaxzy thought if any man ought to have refrained from attributing 
impure motives to one of their colleagues it was the honourable member for 
Lambeth. He had said that his (Mr. Healey’s) colleague had got into disgrace 
with his vestry, and that that had induced him to put his motion on the 
record. It was no such thing; his colleague’s reputation was as good as ever 
it was. He (Mr. Healey) would contend that, taking the evidence through- 
out, and taking the balance-sheet of Mr. Furness, there was sufficient to 
justify Mr. Taylor in bringing forward his motion. He was surprised that 
the honourable member for Lambeth should have commented upon the evidence 
of Mr. Furness, and say that he prevaricated. It had been admitted that money 
went into the hands of Mr. Doulton, and surely the books could not tell an 
untruth. Mr. Doulton might have brought his banker’s book or his bill- 
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book, and as a man of business he could have justified himself in five minutes 
if the allegation had not beeri true. If he had submitted his books to this 
board, and if Mr. Furness’s evidence was not correct, he might have indicted 
him for perjury. He (Mr. Healey) thought that, in justice to the ratepayers, 
the proposition of his friend Mr. Taylor ought to be carried. (‘ No, no,” 
and cries of ‘* Divide.’’) 

_ Mr. Exr, having given a sketch of the circumstances from which the sub- 
ject arose and the evidence taken, came to the conclusion that he could not vote 
for either the motion or the amendment. He believed the board would find 
it as difficult to express an opinion on the matter as the committee, and he 
suggested that the evidence should be sent round for the consideration of the 
various vestries and district boards, and that their opinions should be publicly 
expressed on the matter. There was a good deal of prejudice outside those 
walls, and the sooner they came to some determination the better. They 
knew that if the board was as ‘‘chaste as ice and as pure as snow” it would 
be impugned. 

Mr. NicHoLay said he ventured to think that when the opinion of the 
vestries were given upon the evidence it would not be palatable to some 
people. He went on to allude, in unmeasured terms, to the honourable 
member for Lambeth, and to his attacking the private life of a person who 
had tendered with Mr, Furness for the contract. 

The CuarrMan said as the honourable member (Mr. Nicholay) had con- 
demned the honourable member for Lambeth for mentioning names, surely 
he would not fall into the same error. It was desirable to avoid the mention 
of names not mixed up in this transaction. 

Mr. Nicuoway said that if Mr. Taylor’s motion were negatived he should 
not hesitate to move a vote of censure on the honourable member for Lam- 
beth. They ought to d the conduct of any member who dealt with 
contractors in monetary matters. 

_Mr. Newton thought the members of that board ought not to forget their 
dignity of Sensing to personalities, and talking of having a ‘‘shy”’ at some- 
body. ere had been a good deal of animus shown against the gentleman 
who was the subject of this inquiry. It appeared to him that the whole gist 
of the matter lay in the very sensible speech of Mr. Runtz, and there was no 
necessity for the board to go into a lot of minutie about it. Mr. Doulton 
might have had the money, but on reflection he did not keep it, and Mr. 
Cleland no doubt took the responsibility and the profits instead. He did not 
like either the motion or the amendment, but thought some definite resolu- 
tion should be come to, in order to satisfy the public mind. 

ne yp ar TAYLOR having replied, 

e chairman’s amendment was put to the meeti 
hands, declared to be carried. Rireolennrronttts 

On a division, the numbers for the amendment were equal, and the chair- 
a his casting vote for the amendment, which he declared to be 

Mr. Cook then moved another amendment, to the effect that as the board 
had no power to summon witnesses, or to examine on oath, or to order the 
production of documents, they were not in a position either to prove or Gis- 
— the statements made, and must, therefore, leave Mr. Doulton and Mr. 

urness to settle the matter themselves, and to vindicate their characters as 
best they could. 

The amendment was not seconded. 

The chairman having an engagement elsewhere which necessitated his 
leaving, Mr. SAVAGE was voted to the chair. 

Mr. CoLLINGSoN thought they ought to come to some conclusion. It was 
worse than childish to proceed as they were doing. There was no evidence 
that Mr. Doulton had pocketed the money for his own use. They were sorry 
for him, because no member could do such an act as had been imputed to him 
without it affected him greatly, as also the other members of the board. The 
pee, wee that there had been a lot of jobbery before the board, but he 
did not believe anything of the sort. 

Some discussion ensued upon a point of order raised by Mr. Roche, that the 
name of Mr, Beavan had not been recorded as voting against the amendment. 
The name was ultimately inserted in the division list. 

Mr. Cook again moved his amendment, which was seconded by Mr. Saun- 
DERS, and on a show being taken only two were held up for it, and conse- 
quently it was lost. 

Mr. Bipcoop then moved an amendment to the effect that Mr. Doulton 
was improperly concerned in negotiations connected with the Thames Em- 
bankment, and that such interference was highly blameable, and calculated 
injuriously to affect the board in the estimation of the public. 

Mr. BEAVAN seconded the amendment, which was negatived. 

Mr. Runtz then moved the last paragraph of Mr. Le Breton’s original 
amendment—‘ That the board deprecates the taking part by its members in 
business or professional transactions with parties connected with the works of 
the board, in matters relating thereto, as calculated injuriously to affect the 





|| character of the board in the duct of its b 





The amendment was put to the meeting, and the chairman declared it to 
be lost. A division was then called for, when the numbers were— 


For theamendment . . . . . . 18 
SRS + et et Ww 8 en «+ EB 


Majority against the amendment. 1 


The original motion proposed by Mr. Silas Taylor was then put from the 
chair, and declared to be lost. 
Another division followed, when there appeared— 


Borthemetin,. . 1. 1. ee es 7 
er ee ee 


Majority against the motion . . 13 
Mr. Doulton then handed in the following protest :— 


That as the board insisted on instituting an inquiry into the correctness of the 
statements made by Mr. Furness, in his examination in the Court of Bankruptcy, 
respecting myself, in which inquiry I readily concur; and as Mr. ‘Furness, on 
such inquiry, admitted the statements were made by him without being able to refer 
to his books or papers, or any accurate knowledge of the real facts of the case, but 
simply under the impression he at the time entertained, and no opportunity was 
afterwards afforded him of correcting such statements by a perusal of his examina- 
tion or otherwise ; and as Mr. Furness, in his evidence before the committee, mate- 
rially varied such statements, and for the better information of the committee 
referred them to Mr. Bond, his accountant, as being more intimately acquainted 
with the whole matter; and as Mr. Bond, in his evidence, has distinctly corrobo- 
rated the statements made by myself to the committee as to my non-participation 
in the amount paid by Mr. Furness to his sureties, and this, again, has been con- 


| firmed by evidence submitted to the committee by or on behalf of the sureties them- 


selves; and as the committee, after hearing the evidence, decliae to express any 
opinion on the matter, and the board has approved of that; step, I desire to record 

is my strong and energetic protest against it, and to declare it to be a course of 
proceeding most unfair, unjust, and prejudicial to myself and the other gentlemen 
whose names have been brought before the committee; and. that it is not only alto- 
gether unworthy of the board and calculated to bring it in to positive contempt, but 








that it is detrimental alike to the independence and position of its members as well 
as the public interest. 


After some irregular discussion the board adjourned. 





Fripay, Fes. 14. 

The Board held their usual Weekly Meeting to-day—Sir Joun TuwaitEs 
in the chair. : 

Reports were received from several vestries, approving the course which 
the board had taken in raising the large sum of money required for the pay- 
ment of the Thames Embankment contract. 4 

Mr. R. Tayior asked whether the vestries were to be supplied with copies of 
the evidence given before the committee in regard to the matter between Mr. 
Doulton and Mr. Furness, as a contractor of the board. If there would be 
any responsibility in their making use of such evidence, the vestry of 
Lambeth, for which the question was asked, would be willing to bear the 
burthen. He moved that copies of the evidence be supplied to the vestries. 

Mr. SAvaGE seconded the motion, 4 

Colonel Hoge thought the board had done wrong in the first instance in 
taking the evidence with closed doors. He was no advocate for secrecy in 
such matters, and especially with public bodies who had the expenditure of 
large sums of money under their control, But whilst advocating the publicity 
of matters in general, he could not give his consent to the board making use 
of documents which were marked ‘ Private and confidential,” without the 
consent of the gentlemen who had written them. He asked the board to 
pause before they acted in a manner contrary to the advice of their solicitor, 
who had given his opinion that the evidence might be put on their minutes 
in the usual manner, but that they had no right to publish that which was 
regarded as strictly of a private nature, Colonel Hogg would hand in a letter 
received from Mr. Furness, protesting against the course which some members 
wished the board to pursue. 

Mr. Furness’s letter was to the effect that, had he known that the 
evidence would have been dealt with in any way other than that which he 
was led to suppose—that was simply to assist the board in coming to a con- 
clusion on the question before them—he should have been more cautious in 
giving names of gentlemen who were not in any way connected with the 
question at issue, without first consulting them. As it was, he unreservedly 
gave all the information asked, and if that information was dealt with in 
such a manner as to enable any one to obtain a copy thereof, he should con- 
sider that the board had broken faith with him. He certainly could not 
reconcile this step with the refusal of the solicitor to the board to let him have 
a copy of the shorthand writer’s notes of his statements taken at a private 
meeting obtained through his creditors (which notes, by the way, had never 
been seen by him), on the ground, as the solicitor said, of his having obtained 
the copy upon a promise that it would be treated as of a private nature. 

Colonel Hoge moved the suspension of the standing orders, so far as they 
related to the minutes of the 7th inst., in reference to the matter between the 
board and Messrs. Doulton and Roche, and that complete copies of the 
evidence be sent only to the members of the board as usual. 

Mr, LAMMING seconded the motion, considering that as the evidence was 
taken in a private room it would be a breach of privilege to divulge it. The 
evidence given in the Bankruptcy Court had been obtained by their solicitor 
as a private matter, and it would be contempt of the court to publish it without 
permission. 

Mr. Taytor withdrew his motion, and a discussion then ensued as to 
whether Colonel Hogg’s motion was in order. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled in the affirmative. 


Mr, CoLirNson said that the evidence ought to be sent to the public, in 
order that the ratepayers themselves might see what had taken place, 
Everybody out of doors was commenting on the conduct of the board, and it 
was obvious that they ought to be very cautjous how they suppressed any- 
thing which the public felt anxious to peruse. It would, he submitted, be a 
positive injustice to the public if the evidence was not published, There 
was nothing private about it, and it would appear, if the board did not give 
it publicity, that there was, in fact, something about it which they had done 
wrong, and which they wished to hide, being afraid to let it go forth to the 
public. He moved that the minutes of the last meeting be sent to the 
vestries and district boards as usual. 

Mr. Hows seconded the amendment, observing that, as the character of 
the board was at stake, they ought to overlook conventionalities, and give 
every publicity to the matter. 

Mr. SHaw found there was only one letter marked ‘ Private and confi- 
dential,” and that had been presented by Mr. Doulton himself, so that there 
would be no breach of trust in publishing it. The board had got into diffi- 
culty by taking the evidence with closed doors, and now they had to get out 
of the scrape as best they could. He advocated the publication of their pro- 
ceedings in the way that was usually done. 

Mr. Coox did not consider there was anything at all libellous in the evi- 
dence, but, as the board had had access to books and documents belonging to 
parties who were not mixed up with the proceedings, it would be well to 
avoid the publication of those papers and accounts as much as possible. It 
was a question whether those papers and accounts ought not to be eliminated 
altogether. 

Mr. Brpaoop thought it would be unwise to send out a garbled statement 
to the public. He would send the whole or none. If any portion was sup- 
pressed the public would be sure to attach ten times more importance to that 
which did not appear than to that which did. He should like to know 
whether any person had really objected to the publication of the evidence. 

Colonel Hoca: Yes; Mr. Furness. 

Mr. Brpcoop would never be a party to any breach of privilege, but he 
certainly considered that this was a matter which ought to be sent to the 
vestries and district boards as proposed. 

Mr. SAUNDERS would ask what the position of the board was in respect to 
this matter. They were evidently raising some obstacle which, to his mind 
did not exist. If the evidence could be published, it ought to be printed an 
circulated in extenso. The report of the committee was before the board, 
and could be dealt with accordingly. There was nothing to prevent his read- 
ing every word of the evidence if he chose to do so, and, by doing that, the 
‘reporters would be able to take it, and publish what they thought proper. It 
had been entered on their minutes, and therefore ought to be sent to the 
vestries and district boards as usual. He considered that the board had at 
first acted wrongly in the matter, but still, as an inquiry had taken place, it 
was their duty to lay it before every ratepayer of the metropolis who chose 
to read it. If there was anything libellous in the evidence, it struck him 
that Messrs. Doulton and Roche would be the only parties responsible. As 
honourable men, they ought to suppress nothing from the ratepayers, who 
really had sent them to the board. He would ask why Mr. Furness was 









































played with in that manner. He could not think it was his own doing, after 
all. es ought, he maintained, to study the interests of the community at 
large. He had heard it said that the best thing they could do would be to 
send the evidence to the newspapers, and then let those concerned take their 
change out of what occurred. He could not see why there should be such a 
fuss about it. There was nothing, in his opinion, libellous about it; it was 
a simple matter of question and answer, and nothing more. He contended 
that, as it had become a public document, the public were entitled to it. 
Even if the board objected to sending it to the public, surely they might with 
perfect safety send it to the vestries as usual. 

_ Mr. SHaw would ask their solicitor if his opinion was general, or whether 
it only had reference to the evidence and the question before the board. 

The Soxicrror said that his opinion was a general one. Surely the 
honourable member would not ask him to give an opinion as to whether the 
evidence contained a libel or not. 

Mr. Turner thought that, if the board could not publish the evidence 
before the Bankruptcy Court, it would be better that the public should be 
without it altogether. He supported the motion of Colonel Hogg. 

Mr. Freeman said that the committee, in deciding upon taking the evi- 
dence with closed doors, expected to get more particulars than they did. He 
thought they had better remove the dark cloud that hung over them as 
speedily as possible, and not scruple too much as to the law of libel. There 
was nothing in the evidence which, to his mind, was not creditable to the 
parties who gave it; there was nothing libellous about it, although he ad- 
mitted it was difficult for them to place reliance on it from the beginning to 
the end. It was, in his opinion, ‘‘ much ado about nothing;” and as soon as 
; poses public it would, like all other matters of the kind, die a natural 

eath. 

Mr. Ricttarpson supported the amendment. What was the object of the 
board in employing a shorthand writer, unless it was for the purpose of laying 
the evidence before the public? It would bea breach of confidence to the 
public if it was not published. 

Mr. H. L. Taytor believed that the two honourable members, Messrs. 
Doulton and Roche, sought publicity as much as possible. 

Mr. RocueE said that he moved the motion in committee that the evidence 
should be published. 

Mr. H. L. Tayzor trusted that no party spirit would be shown in this 
matter. He regretted that he could not remain during the whole sitting of 
their last board, as he saw there was a good deal of irregularity after he 
retired. He hoped there would be no repetition of it. 

_ Mr. Evans thought that asthe evidence had been obtained by their soli- 
citor from the Bankrupty Court, under a promise that it should be privately 
used, the board would not be justified in publishing it to the world. 

The Sortcrror said the commissioner in bankruptcy was averse to sup- 
lying a copy of the evidence at first, but Mr. Linklater interposed, and said 
e 3 mang sa it might be supplied to a creditor, and as the board were 
looked upon in that light a copy was eventually obtained. He (the solicitor) 
received it as a matter of private information and nothing else whatever. 

In answer to Mr. Evans, the CLerk said that the evidence was included in 
the minutes, and if they were printed and circulated, of course it would be 
published as well. 

Mr. Evans thought that if the public were so desirous to obtain it they 
ought to get it from the officers of the Bankruptcy Court. The board had a 
duty to ay vee not only to the vestries and the ratepayers in general, but 
also to the legal courts to whom they were indebted for information, 
_Colonel Hoe replied, arguing that whilst he fully admitted the desira- 
bility of the board having all matters above board, he could not consent to 
set aside conventionalities for the sake of any public benefit, and to publish 
that which had been entrusted to them as private and confidential. 

A show of hands was then taken for the motion, which was declared to be 
negatived. 

A division ensued, when there appeared for the motion, 9; against it, 30; 
majority against the motion, 21. 

The evidence will therefore be sent to the vestries and district boards as 
usual, 

The transaction of other business here intervened. 

At four o’clock, Mr. Le Breton said that, with the consent of Mr. Roche, 
he would at that late period postpone the resolution (see preceding column) 
of which he had given notice till a subsequent meeting of the board. 

Mr. Rocue assented, and the board proceeded with the ordinary business. 
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Osrruary.—Died at Sydney, New South Wales, on the 16th of December 
last. from induration of the liver, James Barlow, Esq., for several years 
engineer to the Australian Gas Company, aged 55, the younger brother of 
Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., 42, Parliament Street, London. 

AVERAGE CoMPOSITION AND QUALITY OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS, 
IN JANUARY, 1868.—The following are the returns of the Metropolitan 
Association of Medical Officers of Health :— 




















U 
5 °, eB | Hardness. 
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P ta | 
Thames Water Comps. Grs. | Grs | Grs. Degs. Degs. Grs. 
Grand Junction. . . «| 23°17 1°45 1°08 15°0 4°0 0-01 
West Middlesex * ° || 23-50 | 1-40 | 0-73 | 15-0 | 40 | O-O1 
Southwark and Vauxhall.| 22°99 1°75 0°80 145 | 40 | 0-01 
Chelsea. . . . . «| 22°42 | 1-00 | 0-57 | 14-0 | 40 | o-oL 
i ee ae ‘| 22°07 0°95 | 0°57 14°0 | 40 | 0°01 
} | 
Other Companies. } | 
Kent. . . «+ .| 2-44 | 1-05 | 0-92 | 16-0 | 6-0 | ovo 
New River . . «6 « .| 22°43 | 1°40 0°66 14°0 3°5 0-01 
EastLondon, . . . .| 24°64 1°75 0°83 15°0 5-0 | 0-01 


a The loss by ignition represents a variety of volatile matters, as well as organic 
matter, as ammoniacal salts, moisture, and the volatile constituents of nitrates and 
nitrites. a 

+ The oxidizable organic matter is determined by a standard solution of perman- 
ganate of potash—the available oxygen of which is to the organic matter as 1 is to 8; 
and the results are controlled by the examination of the colour of the water 
when seen through a glass tube 2 feet in length and 2 inches in diameter, 
The Grand Junction water was turbid, and all the waters excepting the Kent 
water contained an excess of solid matter, in consequence of the floods from 
heavy rain. 

Dr. Wutrmore's Rerort on THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUPPLIED 
in St. MARYLERONE, IN JaANuARy, 1868 :— 








Total Solid Matter inde- * Loss by Incineration of 
grees or grains per Solid Matter in pre- Am- 
Janvary Imperial gallon. vious column. monia, 
sane aes — oe aca ued 
Jan., 1867. Jan., 1868. Jan., 1867.) Jan., 1868. 
Distilled Water... 0° 0? 0° } 0° |; 9° 
West Middlesex water 20°76 21°08 1°20 0°80 | - 
Grand Junction water 20°40 21°60 l'l4 0°88 a= 








* The loss by incineration represents the amount of organic and other volatile 
matters contained in an Imperial gallon (70,000 grains) of water. 
For several days during the month of January the Thames water, when 
drawn from the mains of the Grand Junction Company, was somewhat 
turbid and of a yellowish appearance, indicating the presence of earthy 
matter held in suspension, and showing that it had not undergone its usna! 
careful filtration. This may, no doubt, be accounted for by the late heavy 
rains which flooded the valley of the Thames, causing thereby a large 
quantity of clay to be washed into the river, and which, owing to the in- 
creased rapidity of the current, did not subside, but was conveyed in a con- 
dition of unusual turbidity into the subsiding and filtering beds; the latter 
becoming in a very short space of time overcharged with earthy impurities, 
failed to remove all the matter held in suspension, and hence the absence 
of that clearness and brightness so usually observed in our Thames water. 
The amount of solid matter contained in the water of both companies was 
very slightly in excess of that of the corresponding month of last year, but 
it exceeded by 4 or 5 grains per gallon the quantity usually found in the 
dry summer months. It may, however, be observed that always after 
periods of heavy rainfall the inorganic impurity is increased, and to some 
little extent the organic also. 








CASTINGS.—Per Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. 
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GAS COALS.—Per Ton. 
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| ! Loto 89} 107 | 126 | 49 | 177 | 208 Ih on ‘Redheugh Main, Walker's : 1e ° 
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Imperial Co.’s gas . 
mon gas 


gas. 


Chartered Co.’s com-| 


Chartered Co.’s cannel | 


; Dr. Wuirmore’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN { consumer for common or 12-candle gas, and which, it must be borne in 
St. MARYLEBONE, IN JANUARY, 1868:— 


mind, is the standard of illuminating power as fixed by law—is worth 5s. 1d. 
per 1000 feet, or, in other words, it reduces the actual cost of 12-candle gas 











ee ’ Py ee from 4s, to 3s, 14d. per 1000 feet. The pressure of this gas was fair, and 
~~ ™ = pe pry ey | Boe: | as regards its purity the quantity of sulphur contained in it was within the 
: a6 limit permitted by law; there was no sulphuretted hydrogen, but traces of 

| | <6 ammonia were usually detected. The mean illuminating power of the 

‘Mean of} | . #x%> | common gas of the Chartered Company was equal to 134 candles, and on 
ie ae gins Lowest. | Highest. Lowest.| SS= no occasion did it fall below the standard. Its pressure was high, but as 
masses | a regards its purity sulphur was found in excess (taking the mean of three 
15°26 | 15°68 | 14°64 | 20°80 | 9°14 | 18°58 analyses) to the extent of nearly 7 grains in every 100 cubic feet of gas. 

| This excess of sulphur has now existed for some months past, and it is high 
| 13°22 | 14°13 | 12°35 29°61 | 12°50 | 26°81 time that some — we Staaten w ~ or 4 it. Onno eseetine was 
| - any trace of sulphuretted hydrogen detected, but ammonia was always 
105 | 33°11 0°13 | S0°h | 17S | 18 mon ay The aes of the = was very satisfactory. The cannel gas. 











* Each observation consists of 10 r 


showed a mean intensity of light equal to 21 candles, or 1 candle above the 
dings of the photomet standard. ‘The sulphur contained in it was not in excess, there was no 





During the month of January the mean illuminating power of the Imperial | Its pressure was very good. The above results were obtained from the gas 
Company’s gas was equal to 15} sperm candles, or 27 per cent. higher than | manufactured by the Imperial Company at their Fulham works, and from 
what is required by Act of Parliament. On four occasions only did it fall | the common and cannel gas of the Chartered Company at their works, in 
below 14 candles. This quality of gas—estimated at the price paid by the | the Horseferry Road, Westminster. 


. sulphuretted hydrogen, and not more than the usual traces of ammonia. 








Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 
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The ABC GAS-METER shows in plain figures the money payable for Gas consumed, as well as 
the number of cubic feet. 
MYERS’S WATER-METER is accurate in measurement, simple in action, and moderate in price. 


ordinary Wet and Dry Meters, Governors, Photometers, and all other Gas and Water Apparatus. 
JOHNSON’S PLACE, LUPUS STREET, LONDON, S.W. 


OFFICE: 2, CASTLE COURT, BIRCHIN LANE, E.C. 
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MYERS’S PATENT WATER-METER. 





















































STMINSTER METER COMPANY, LIMITED. 


THE ABC GAS-METER. 
EDGE’S PATENT INDEX. 





(A CYLINDER & PISTON.) 











LAMBERTS 
PATENT GALVANIZED IRON COCKS, 


WITH WHITE METAL PLUGS. 


~-— 
Trap—E | L| Mark, 





Warran‘ed not to corrode or set fast, and are 50 per | ; 
cent, cheaper than Brass Cocks. my | Ge Siig Hees & 


THOMAS LAMBERT AND SONS, 
Manufacturers, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON, 











D Iron Ribbed Retort. Oval Clay Ribbed Retort. Round Iron Ribbed Retort. 


FRASERS PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 


These Retorts have been introduced and are now employed at about 60 Gas-Works, 
where they are giving perfect satisfaction. 


<a TREN EEVLg.., Messrs. J. Cuirr and Son, 








To ensure the excellence 


| of the quality of the Clay Wortley. 
| Retorts, the Patentee has Messrs. E. BAKER and Co., 
| made arrangement with Stourbridge. 

Messrs. W. C. Carr, New- 
supply them :— castle-on-Tyne. 


A. C. FRASER, GAS-WORKS, COLCHESTER. 








——=——_ 
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Works. 


Tank at Devonport ; a 90-foot at Torquay, &c. &c. 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


JOHN VICKARY, 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, 
WORKS—EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 


Tenders his best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and 
kind support he has received for the last 22 years, during which period he has erected and extended above 200 Gas- 


In addition to the numerous towns wherein he has been engaged, he begs reference to the following testimonial :— 

Plymouth and Stonehouse Gaslight and Coke Company. 
Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862, 

has given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest attention or adjustment since its completion. 


He has also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter; an 80-foot Telescope Gasholder and Iron 
At either of those works satisfactory references can be made. 


He also begs particular attention to his Improved Gas-Meters, either Wet, Dry, or Compensating, 
the materials and workmanship of which guaranteed of the very best description, and which has gained for his Meters so 


excellent a reputation for these last 20 years. 
RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, 


STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 
Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas-Works. 
Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices, 
Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. 
Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 


Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimate for the erection of New Gas- Works of any size furnished. 
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(Signed) Peter Apams, Chairman. 





WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 


ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 









Bats 


x 
yee 


ROBERT DEMPSTER, 
Gas Engineer and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 


gilt, R. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years. 


Iron and Fire-Clay Retorts. 
Annular and Pipe Condensers. 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, all sizes. 
Steam-Engines and Exhausters. 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. 
Station-Meters and Governors. 
Photometers & Pressure-Gauges. 
Lamp-posts and Brackets. 

~ Cast-Iron Mains and Syphons. 


Wrought-Iron Tubes, Water 
anks. 
Wrought-Iron & Cast-Iron Roofs. 
Gasholders, Single-Lift or Tele- 
scopic. 
Gas Castings of every description. 
Retort Setters and Fitters sent to 
all parts of the country. 
Wood Sieves for Puritiers. 


Plans and Specifications prepared. 








Fo SALE, the undernoted Gas- 
METERS, the whole of which have been made 

since 1862, and are stamped in accordance with the re- 

quirements of the “‘ Act for Regulating Measures used 

in Sales of Gas,” are offered for Sale at a reduction of 

50 per cent. 

Made by Messrs. Cowan, EDINBURGH :— 


2 slight —" \ Esson’s Patent Com- 
24 Q-light do. pensating Fountain. 


23 3-light do. Ray’s Patent. 
Made by Messrs. Larntaw, EDINBURGH :— 
41 No. 1 Meters. Esson’s Patent Com- 
7 No.2 do. pensating Fountain. 
Made by ALDER, EDINBURGH :— 
25 No.1 Meters. 
The whole of the above Meters, being surplus stock 
of the ‘Perth New Gas Company,” have only been in 
use for a short time, and are in good order. 
For particulars apply to the Secretary of the “‘ Perth 
Gaslight Company.” 
Perth, Jan. 17, 1868. 


THE 
BRITISH IRON TUBE COMPANY, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
For Gas, Steam, and Water; 
SCREWING TACKLE, CORE BARS, 
Hydraulic and other Tubes and Coils, to order. 








Works, WarEnovsE, & OFrFICcEs: 
28, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
AceEnts In Lonpon: 
D. W. OGG anv CO., 3, JEFFREY’S SQUARE, 
ST. MARY AXE. 


D W. OGG and CO. have lately 
@ engaged to represent one of the largest shippers 
of Scotch Cannels at prices that cannot fail to command 
the attention of Gas Companies at a period like the 
present, when quality of gas seems so desirable. 
Offices, 3, Jeffrey’s Square, St. Mary Axe, Lonpon. 











JOSEPH RATCLIFF & SONS, 
BRASS & IRON FOUNDERS, 


Manufacturers of 
BRASS GAS-FITTINGS, CHANDELIERS, &c., 
In various styles; also of 
PATENT WELDED WROUGHT -IRON TUBES 
AND FITTINGS, 
Catalogues and prices on application at the 
Works anp SHow-Rooms, 
NEW CHURCH STREET, SUMMER LANE, 
BIRMINGHAM. 
AMP-POSTS—Plain & Ornamental. 
DWARF GAS-PILLARS—Do., do. 
LAMP-BRACKETS—Do., do. 
LAMPS, in Copper, Tin, and Iron—Do., do. 
NUMBERS for STREET-LAMPS. 
FOUNTAINS—Garden and Drinking. 


The newest DESIGNS for these will be forwarded, 
upon receipt of particulars, by 
TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Founders § Contractors, 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 


IMPORTANT TO GAS & WATER COMPANIES, 
GAS ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERS, &c. 


PRESERVATION of Gas and Water 
PIPES, TUBES, &c. 

The DE LAVENANT PATENT PROCESS for 
the PRESERVATION and ORNAMENTATION of 
IRON may be seen, and every itiformation obtained, at 
the Offices of the Agents, 

Messrs, TURNER & ALLEN, 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 
Prospectuses forwarded free. 











TENDER FOR GASHOLDER, 
Of 25,000 to 30,000 ft. capacity. 


SWINDON NEW GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 


HE Directors of this Company are 
desirous of receiving TENDERS for the erection 
of a Single-Lift GASHOLDER (size as above), with 
columns, guides, girders, pulleys, &c., complete. 
Particulars may be had on application. Sealed 
tenders to be delivered at the Offices of the Company 
by the 18th day of March next. 
The Directors reserve the right to reject any or all 
the tenders.— By order of the Directors, 
Joun J, Jervis, Secretary. 
Swindon, Wilts. 


PROPOSED GAS-WORKS 


FOR THE 


CITY OF BUCHAREST, 
ROUMANIA. 








TENDERS are requested to be sent in to the Muni- 
cipality, at the Town-hall, in the city of Bucharest, not 
later than the 14th of March, 1868, to comprise the 
following works and conditions :— 

1. The construction, on a site of ground to be pro- 
vided by the town, of the necessary Gas-Works, plant, 
and equipments for a sufficient supply of gas for the 
city of Bucharest, including the works, materials, and 
details for laying down 100,000 lineal métres of gas 
mains or pipes of various diameters. 

2. The works to be completed witnin the following 
periods—viz., 65,000 lineal métres of gas mains or pipes, 
with the gas-works and plant, to be completed within 
18 months after signing the contract. The remaining 
35,000 lineal métres to be completed within five years 
after the same period. 

3. The Contractor or Concessionaire will also be re- 
required to execute whenever called upon during the 
first five years by the town authorities, and at their 
expense, any further extent of gas-mains beyond what 
is mentioned in Article 1; but the limit of such sup- 
plementary works may be stated in the tender. 

4. The Municipality of Bucharest will require 4000 
public lights for the streets of the town during the first 
five years. The standards, brackets, lanterns, and 
other details for such public lamps to be furnished at 
the expense of the contractor. 

5. The tenders must set forth the prices per cubic 
métre to be charged for the gas to be supplied both to 
the Municipality and to private consumers, also the 
conditions of the supplementary gas-mains above men- 
tioned, and the area of land required for the construc- 
tion of the works. The tenders to be sealed and 
accompanied by a deposit of 50,000f. cash, or of pro- 
perty securities to double this amount. 

6. The concession for the supply of to be for 40 
years, at the expiration of which term the whole of the 
Gas-Works, mains, and other works to become the 
property of the town, with or without compensation to 
the Contractor, as om bog set forth in the tender. 

For further particulars, and for a copy of the speci- 
fication or ditions of the i pplication may 
be made at the Town-hall, Bucharest. Copies of the 
conditions may also be obtained after the 30th of 
December, at the Librairie du Luxembourg, 16, Rue 
Tournon, Paris. 

For the Mayor, C. Lapaty. 
The Sec.-Gen., T. J. FOKSHENEANO, 

Bucharest, Dec., 1867. 


gry of Bucharest Gas-Works.— 

Parties intending to TENDER for the above 
WORKS may receive some information to their in- 
terest on application, by letter, to Mr. Joun Hay zs, 
68, UrrEer Teanes Srreet, E.C. 
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ANTED, by the Kettering Gas- 
light and Coke Company, TWO PURIFIERS, 
12 ft. by 6ft., or near that size. Second hand would 
do, if sound and in good working order, if with valves, 
Stating their size and price would command imme- 
diate attention. 
Kettering, Feb. 12, 1868. 


Wy Aste. a@ re-engagement as 
MANAGER of a small Work, or as fitter, 
meter inspector and repairer, main and service layer, &c. 

Apply to J. V., 20, Parke Road, Preston, LANCAsHIRE, 


WANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as Under or Assistant Manager in a 
gas-fitting department. Has had seven years practical 
experience in one of the largest provincial Gas Com- 
— in the kingdom. Can read meter indices. 
ferences. 
Address ‘‘Atpma,” care of Mr. Frank Hollerby, 
Victoria Street, SHEFFIELD. 











WANTED, by a young Man, son of 
a provincial Manager, a situation in Gas- 
Works, or Gas Engineer’s Office. Is a good draughts- 
man, able to design and specify gas apparatus, and has 
a fair knowledge of architecture and surveying. 
Address C. H. M., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fixer Srreet, E.C. 


WANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as MANAGER of a country Gas- 
Work. Has held a similar situation in a work for the 
last 16 years, and is practically acquainted with all the 
mechanical departments appertaining to Gas-Works, 
ee ong and externally, Satisfactory reference can 
e given. 

Address A. Z., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Freer Street, E.C. 


WANTED, a situation as Working 


Foreman of Smiths and Fitters at the erection 
of Gas- Works, by a thoroughly practical man, aged 38. 
Can erect and superintend all apparatus at present 
used in gas-making. Holds a foreman’s certificate at 
gasholder work. 

N.B.—No objection to go abroad, as he well under- 
stands the French main and service. A good knowledge 
of the French language. Good reference from the 

entleman he is about leaving. If to go abroad, fora 
imited time. 

Address J. Brown, 18, Rosina Street, Homerton, 
Lonpon, 











NEWNHAM GAS-WORKS. 


ANTED, a Working Manager, 
who understands the general fitting required 
at a small Work. 
Apply to Mr. J. H. Morse, Newnham, Groucester- 
SHIRE. 


METER INSPECTOR. - 
ANTED, a young Man as junior 


METER INSPECTOR. Must write a good 
hand, and have had at Jeast a twelvemonth’s experience 
in reading meter indices. Candidates to state their 
age, with what Gas Company last employed, and the 
weekly wages they expect. 

Letters to be addressed to the CuarrmAn of the 
Crystal Palace District Gas Company, Lower Syden- 
ham, S.E., and sent in not later than Thursday, the 27th 
inst, By order of the Board, 

Maanus Ouren, Secretary. 

Company’s Offices, Lower Sydenham, 

Feb. 7, 1868 


Wy ANTED, by a young Man, a 
situation as GENERAL MANAGER in a 
provincial Gas-Work. Perfectly understands the 
manufacture and distribution of Gas, main and service 
laying, gas-fitting, can keep accounts by double entry, 
and collect. First-rate testimonials. 

Apply to A. S., 124, Copenhagen Street, Caledonian 
Road, IstanGron, N. 








WANTED, an efficient Man, to take 
the MANAGEMENT of the East Grinstead 
Gas-Works. ‘Testimonials as to character and ability 
will be required. 

Immediate application to be made to Mr. Cramp, 
the Secretary, East GrinsTeap. 

Feb. 14, 1868, 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 


ANTED, by the Advertiser, a 

situation as MANAGER of a Work where the 

make is from 4 to 6 millions per annum. Is practically 

acquainted with every department, including main and 

service laying, setting retorts, and keeping them free 

from deposit, taking meters, collecting, and keeping 
the accounts. 

s F. M. H., Gas-Works, Ross. 


WAnten, a good second-hand Cast- 
Iron TANK, from 45 to 60 feet diameter. 
Apply, stating full particulars, to X. Y. Z., care of 
Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Fleer Street, E.C. 


SITUATION wanted, by a Man who 

has had seven years experience in one of the 

London Gas-Works, as RETORT SETTER, &c. 
Address Gro, Mayor, 42, Royal Street, Lambrrnu. 


Fo SALE cheap, an excellent 
Hydraulic Centre-Valve for four purifiers, 10-in. 
| Connexions, quite complete ; a set of 5-in. Condensers, 
13 Pipes, and two second-hand Purifiers, $ ft. by 4 ft., 
with Crane for lifting same. 
Apply to Mr. W. Wrieut, Manager, Gas-Works, 
Lewes. 

















PURIFICATION OF GAS. 
FRODINGKAM IRONSTONE MINES, 


NEAR 


BRIGG, LINCOLNSHIRE, 


Gas Companies can be supplied from these Mines 
with OXIDE of IRON, for the purification of Gas, on 
reasonable terms, and in any quantity that may be 
required, 

his material is a natural Oxide, and is supplied to 
Gas Companies as taken from the Mines, without any 
admixture of deleterious matter. It acts freely, and 
will purify a much larger quantity of gas per ton, than 
the generality of the. material now in use under this 
name. 

It will be found highly beneficial in large establish- 
ments, where they are liable to be called upon occa- 
sionally to make a much greater quantity of gas than 
usual, as well as in small establishments where they 
are limited in space, as by its adoption a much larger 

uantity of gas can in much less time be purified with 
the same quantity of material. 

Apply to Mr. Jamzs SHERWOOD, at the Mines; or to 
Mr. Livesey, 6, Victoria Street, Westminster, Lon- 
don Agent. 


T0 GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU 
CHANDELIERS ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
IRON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 
AND 


DESCRIPTION, 





GAS -FITTINGS OF EVERY 


WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS. 














ATTAIN 
uit TRAN © 
gp SCU A, 


Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 


GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 
to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1868, are now complete. 


CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
147, HOUNDSDITCH. 
TO GAS ENGINEERS AND CONTRACTORS. 
ENDERS are required by the 


Somersham Gas Company, Limited, for the 
erection of GAS-WORKS at Somersham, Hunts, with 
the necessary Apparatus, in two separate sums as 
under :— 

lst. For the Buildings, consisting of Retort-house 
and Coal Store, Purifying Shed, Lime Store, Gasholder 
Tank, Cottage, Office, Boundary Walls, and other 
Works in connexion therewith. 

2nd. For Four Retorts, Purifiers, Gasholder about 
26 ft. in diameter, about one mile of Gas-Mains, and 
other Works in connexion therewith. 

The plans and specifications may be seen, and further 
information obtained, at the Office of the Architect, 
St. Ives, Hunts, where tenders are to be delivered not 
later than Wednesday, the 4th day of March next. 

The lowest or any tender not neceesarily accepted. 

Epwarp W. Roses, Architect. 

St. Ives, Hunts, Feb., 1868. 





TENDERS FOR COAL AND FREIGHT. 


HE Directors of the Singapore Gas 
Company, Limited, are prepared to receive 
TENDERS for COAL and FREIGHT, or Freight 
alone, for Australian Coal to be delivered at Singapore 
to the extent of 2000 tons per annum, 
The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any offer. 
Full particulars to be obtained from the SecRETARY, 
8, St. Mary Axe, E.C., Feb. 7, 1868, 
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[ Feb. 18, 1868. 
AST BARNET GAS & WATER 


COMPANY. 

(Incorporated by Act of Parliament.) 
Orrices—6!, Curapstp®, E.C., anp ALBERT Roap, 
East Barnet, N. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the ANNUAL ORDI- 
NARKY GENERAL MEETING of the Proprietors of 
the Company will be held at the London Tavern, on 
WEDNESDAY, the 26th day of February. 1868, at 
Four o’clock p.m. Business—to declare the dividend. 

By order, 
Wn. C. Humpuerys, Secretary. 

Feb, 12, 1868. 


Fo SALE, at the Shrewsbury Gas- 
Works, two new PURIFIERS, 10 ft. square and 
4 ft. 6 in. deep. 
Further particulars may be had on applying to the 
undersigned. B. Darwin, 
Secretary and Manager. 
SURPLUS PLANT. 
Fo SALE, at the Works of the 
Crystal Palace District Gas Company, a capital 
annular 12-in. CONDENSER, consisting of eight 
towers 20 ft. high, with tar-boxes, &c., complete, in- | 
ternal pipes 18 in. and external 24 in. diameter; two} 
Purifiers, 8 ft. square, with six 8-in valves and con- | 
nexion and lifting gear complete; two 12-in. and 4-in. | 
Governors; one 6-horse Steam-Boiler; one Station-Meter 
(5000 feet per hour); two Beales Exhausters (20,000 
and 15,090 per hour); one Beales Exhauster By-Pass, 
and one Wright’s Exhauster Governor; also several 
good 12-in. and 8-in Slide-Valves, and a quantity of 
useful 12-flanch Bends, Tees. 
Application to be made to Mr. E. S. Cathels, the 
Engineer and Manager. 
By order of the Board, 
Maenvs OnreN, Secretary. 
Offices at the Works, Lower Sydenham, 8.E. 
Feb. 7, 1868. 


GAS-WORKS FOR SALE, 
T° BE SOLD, by private contract, 
the Freehold Land, Apparatus, and Mains of the 
Works now supplying with Gas the town of Ilminster, 
Somerset. 
Terms and particulars may be had upon application 
to Mr. Henry Bowen, CARDIFF. 


TULLOW GAS-WORKS. 
VALUABLE INVESTMENT. 


BE SOLD, by Public Auction, 


0 
T in the Court-House, Tullow, by the hour of One | 
































o’clock p.m., on FRIDAY, the 6th of March next, the | 
TULLOW GAS-WORKS. 

The Works were erected in the year 1859 by a Joint- | 
Stock Company, now about being dissolved, and have 
been since conducted by a Manager acting under the | 
= gm of the Company, and are now in full working 
order, 

The Premises are held under lease for 999 years, at | 
the nominal rent of £5 a year. | | 
Tullow, as a good business town, offers a fair pros- | 
pect for a large increase in the consumption of Gas, | | 
which is at present considerable. 1] 

For further information apply to Writt1Am Jonnsoy, | | 
or to James Doyte, Esq., Mills, Tuttow; and as to 
Title and other particulars, apply to CHartes Torr, | | 
Solicitor, BAGENALSTOWN. || 


CANTERBURY WATER-WORKS. 
TO PIPE FOUNDERS. 


[HE Directors of the Canterbury Gas 
and Water Company are prepared to receive 
TENDERS, Contract No. 9, for the supply and 
delivery of about 800 tons of Cast-Iron SOCKET- 
PIPES, varying from 12 inches to 3 inches internal 
diameter. 

The specification and forms of tender may be seen, 
on and after Thursday, the 20th of February inst., at| 
the Company’s Offices, Castle Street, Canterbury ; and | 
at the office of Mr. 8, C. Homersham, 19, Buckingham | 
Street, Adelphi, London, the Company’s Engineer. | 

Sealed Tenders, endorsed ‘‘ Tender for Cast-Iron | 
Pipes,” Contract No. 9, to be addressed to me, at the | 
Secretary’s Office, Castle Street, Canterbury, on or | 
before Tuesday, the 3rd of March next. 

By order, 
James Burcu, Secretary. 

Canterbury, Feb. 14, 1868. 


TENDERS FOR COALS. 


[HE Directors of the Tunbridge 
Wells Gas Company will be prepared, on Mon- 
day, the 2nd of March, to receive ‘TENDERS at per 
ton from parties willing to supply and deliver 4000 tons 
of either East Brancepeth, Lanchester Pelaw, or Pelaw 
Main GAS COALS, at the option of the said Directors, 
weighed on the Gas Company’s weigh-bridge, and de- | 
livered dry into their stores at Tunbridge Wells in the | 
following manner :— 
400 Tons by the Ist of April, 1868. 
7 1st of June, 1868. 














4 ” ” 


700 =~, » Ist of August, 1868. 

600 ,, »» 15th of September, 1868. 
600 ,, x» 2nd of November, 1868, 
500 iy, x» Ast of December, 1868. 


500, » Ast of January, 1869. 

The tenders to be sent to the Office of the Company, 
Tunbridge Wells, by Six o’clock p.m., on Monday, the 
2nd of March next, marked ‘* Tender for Coals,” and 
addressed to the Secretary, of whom any further par- 
ticulars may be ascertained. 

The Directors reserve to themselves the power to 
reject any tender. By order, 

Joun Reap, Secretary. 

Tunbridge Wells, Feb. 14, 1868. 


av: 

[HE Broughton Coal Company, near | 
Wrexham, have about 1000 tons of CANNEL’ 
COAL to dispose of. | | 








Apply at the Broveuton CoLLigRtes, near WREX- 
HAM. 
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Now Ready, in One Volume, 4to, price <1 Is., 


THE FIFTH EDITION OF 


CLEGG’S TREATISE ON COAL GAS, 


Illustrated by Numerous Lithographs and Wood Engravings. 


The rapidly increasing sale of each succeeding edition of this Standard Work on Gas Lighting since its first publication 
in 1841, and its large circulation on the Continent and in America, shows the greatly extended interest of the subject, and 
that this Treatise has been found a valuable exposition of the various processes and apparatus employed in the manufacture 
and distribution of coal gas. 

This edition has been carefully revised, and most portions of the work have been enlarged and re-written to adapt it to 
the present state of knowledge. Ten new plates and fifty additional wood engravings have been introduced, and one-third of 
new matter has been added to the letterpress. Though this “Treatise on Coal Gas” has thus been considerably enlarged, the 
publishing price has been reduced one-third. 


LONDON: TRUBNER & CO., PATERNOSTER ROW. 
And to be had by order at the Office of this Journat. 


THE ONLY COMPLETE , 
CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


PATENTED MARCH 31, 1865. 








Gas Engineers and others will find that the above Meter is made of the most durable material, also that it can be repaired 
at a fraction of the cost of any other Meter now manufactured ; all the interior fittings, as well as the case, being fitted 
together with screws. 








Drawings explanatory of the above on application. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS: | 


FULLERTON, SON, & C0., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS | 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 
METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 


ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. | 














Me DOUGALL’S 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. | 


This Oxide is now well known, and has gained at a number of the largest gas-works at home and abroad a decided preference 
|for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust or other material, every particle being available for use, 
\thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requires, renewing, and saves one-third the cost of labour in) 
\charging them. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. 
_ Prices on application to— 


| Mc DOUGALL BROTHERS, Manufacturing Chemists, 
| LONDON—11, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 


SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, PARIS, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATEReGAUGES, &. 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 


LONDON WAREHOUSE—-N? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 























+ - wre 





MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. 





LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and Bold’s Yard, Strand Street. | 
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IMPROVED GAS-ENGINES. 


KINDER AND KINSEY’S PATENT. 
THE GAS-ENGINE COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Having secured the above Patent, which embodies considerable and important improvements upon the Lenoir Engine, are 
now prepared to execute orders for Engines of one, two, and three horse power made in accordance therewith. 

These Engines are worked with a very small quantity of water. They can be fixed for a nominal sum, and their working 
power will be guaranteed for twelve months. . 

The inspection of intending purchasers is solicited at the Company’s Factory, 4, Vine Street, York Road, Lambeth, S., 
and the severest test invited before ordering any Engine. 

PRICES: 
One-Horse Power, £85; Two-Horse Power, £110; Three-Horse Power, £135. 
DELIVERED FREE TO ANY RAILWAY STATION IN ENGLAND OR SCOTLAND. 


Further particulars on application to the SECRETARY, 92, CANNON STREET, LONDON. 


WALKERS’ 
IMPROVED PURIFIERS AND SURFACED CENTRE - - VALVES. 























C. & W. WALKER 


Are constructing these Purifiers with their simple straight con- 
nexions of all dimensions, from 30 feet square down to 4 feet | 
square, the patterns of which are in constant use in their), 
foundry. 


by a travelling crane on trellis girders. 

Their Centre-Valves with their patented improvements have this very great advantage over all other Centre-Valves—they are 
entirely shut in and protected by the casing, all danger of explosions or the passage of foul gas being completely abolished. “The 
working of the Valve is so easy, and is so governed that it can be safely worked in the dark. . Directly the Valve has 
arned the required distance its motion is instantaneously stopped. The largest Centre-Valves in England which have been 
ade by Messrs. Walker can be easily turned by one man with one hand. See Clegg’s “ Treatise on Coal Gas,” pages 206-7. 


MIDLAND WORKS, DONNINGTON, NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 


PARIS, 1867. LONDON, 1862. 
2 = eee 


WILLIAM SUGG, 
GAS ENGINEER. 











. Zs id = 7 
CLASSES 24 and 53. CLASSES 13 and 31, 


PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 





The Catalogue and Lists of Prices for all the New Instruments and Apparatus of his Manufacture are now ready, 
and may be had on application, per post or otherwise, at 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 











—_~ 








| 
| 





| 


When the Purifiers are fixed in square the covers are lifted and travelled by the centre crane shown. When fixed in line, 
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~_-D, GRANT & CO., 


GAS=METER MANUFACTURERS. 


STATION-METERS ANY SIZE. 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 

Price List on application. 
GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 

EDINBURGH. 


WAFezis and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OP 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRICK Works, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pisdcock, Ksq. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 
D’s, 16X12, 15x 14, 20x16, 16x18. 





INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
good quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON.TYNE, 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e. &e. 

SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 

NEAR 


BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
FPIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anv 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 

Depot for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCA8TLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 
GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


WOOD SIEVES for GAS PURIFIERS. 











THE BEST AND CHEAPEST 
CAN BE PURCHASED FROM 
T. COULTHARD, WEST STRAND, PRESTON, 
LANCASHIRE. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 





Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-BuRNERS, CoMBs, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MaIns. 

WASHERS for Gas and Steam Joints. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrEAM-ENGINES, 

PACKING (Elastic) for StEAM-ENGINES, 


FL ; NG, ; 
ANGE TUBING, for excluding {> 
@ 

QO ILL 


Draughts and Dust through 
Winpows, Doors, and Gass 
CasEs, 
Section. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application. 
JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 


GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E,C- 


B. CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 


WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS. 


WORKS: 
14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 











The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Come 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 


All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 


given if required. 
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Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
on) Tur ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpeD 
ror TURES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WareEnHouse—81, UPPER GROUND S8T., LONDON, 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


129 
W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
81, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5.E. 


Socker, FLANek, Hot-WaTER PIPes, AND ALL 
CONNEXIONS; ReTorTs, HYDRAULIC MAIN, LaMP- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
INGS AND WrovuGutT-Inon-WorRK FoR GAS AND 
WATER-WoORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices, Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 








LAMBERT REDUCED PRICES OF 


BROTHERS, |MPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 









2, 24, and 3in..., 12s. per in. 
4in. toGin.,.... »- = 
Jin, to 12in..... mm ~« 


These Valves are all proved on 
both sides to 30 1b. on the square 
J inch before leaving the works. 

Valves made with outside racks 
to order. 

Also Water-Valves, with gun- 
metal faces and gun-metal screws. 


MANUFACTURERS, 


WALSALL, 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 


Established 1840. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


GAS & WATER PIPES, 
GIRDERS, COLUMNS, RETORTS, AND GENERAL CASTINGS, 


quoted for on application to 


GEO. BOWER, 
MILTON IRON-WORKS, 
WEST HARTLEPOOL, 


N.B.—A large stock of 2 to Sin. pipes usually ready for 
immediate delivery. 











 -D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas-Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 

Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Also 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 

AND 
GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 

London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 


TEARS BROTHERS & CO, 


Gas Engineers and Contractors, 
8, GEORGE STREET, HULL, 
N 








AND 
73, COLEMAN STREET, LONDON, E.C. 





Contractors for Gas-Works of any size at home or 
abroad. Copy of testimonials from numerous Gas 
Companies can be had on application. 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W, 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions. 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns, 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS, 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts entered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c. 








“Bhipments on the shortest notice, 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
——— and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 

Co, &e. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 





CHARLES Hors ey, Agent. 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO., 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General lronfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron ‘'ube Makers. 





IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 

nexione of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 

Bankside, Seuthwark. 

n Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
treet. 


FRASER’S PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 
HESE Retorts have been introduced 


at a large number of Gas-Works. The great 
durability of the Ribbed Iron Retort specially recom- 
mends it for works where an exhauster is not used. 
The Clay Ovens and Retorts are so constructed as to 
favour the more speedy and effectual carbonization of 
the Coal, whilst the deposition of Carbon does not so 
readily take place as in the ordinary Retorts. 
Illustrated circulars with prices delivered will be 
furnished on application to ALex, C, Fraser, Gas- 
Works, CoLcHEsTER. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can_be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suaa@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 














TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES., 


R. W. H. BENNETT, having had 


considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SLONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention may 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliam:nt 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JoURNAL OF 
Gas LIGHTING, &c.] 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WeENLock IRoN Works, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. e also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 

















Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


! 


























| 


| 


| WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 


‘A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO. - 
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ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S8.E. = ° 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


AKAD on MOUTH PIECE 

















KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicn are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IX FORM, By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al). Manufactured of the same quality of Clav. 


Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 








WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


j Leeds. 


— 
== 





—— 
W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FPIRE-CLAY 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 


GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 


Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, érc., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 
STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPERTMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 








For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM ; 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 








E J. & J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 











GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


ey 
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IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


WwW. C. HOLMES & CO., 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Pians, Spxecirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS ; 
Pians, Srecirications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 
Pians of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 




















LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 


*,* Please address letters to the London Offices. 





CLIFFS PATENT 


Established P as Leanna LLED_CLAY__RETORT. 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire- Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
post free, 2s. 6d. 


“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 


N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS-METER. 


210.000 IN USE. 


WoRKS: 


DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 
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THE 


|GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manacina Director. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consutrine ENGINEER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(Invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 
Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; and, for the 


purpose of obtaining greater accuracy “n all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WET METERS, 
COMPENSATING WET METERS, 


IMPROVED DRY METERS 


of the very highest excellence. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATOR S. 
TESTING APPARATUS 


of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. 


KEELING’S PATENT STATION-GOVERNOR REGULATOR. 
55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W., and COPENHAGEN. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON; 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, (190, Strand,) Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, LONDON, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASOMETERS AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION ; 
CAST-IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY ; 

IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, and GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, and CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam ; 

GAS-METERS (Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; 
GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, and GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
‘ony in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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